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Deadlock leaves peace 
process in doubt 


Al Ahd denies hold- 
on Government 


C ti 


By Ben Wedeman 
Special to The Star 

THE FAILURE of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization and 
Israel to meet the December 13 
deadline for withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from Jericho and Gaza has 
dealt a severe—though not 
fatal— blow to the peace process. 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin are set to resume talks next 
week in Cairo, but their inability 
to meet a deadline Arafat himself 
described as "sacred 1 * has aroused 
new doubts about the Gaza- 
Jericho accords. 

Both opponents and supporters 
of the accords who spoke with 
The Star believe the postpone¬ 
ment has put the credibility of the 
entire peace process at risk, and 
brings new pressures to bear on 
Arafat's already beleaguered 


leadership. 

"The main result of the post¬ 
ponement is the erosion of the 
credibility of the peace process in 
general and of Chairman Arafat 
in particular." says Dr Tayseer 
Arouri. a member of the PLO 
Central Council and also a mem¬ 
ber of the steering committee of 
the bilateral talks .in Washington. 
This erosion, he toId*Zfe Star, 
"will seriously effect the situation 
of the Palestinian leadership and 
make it more vulnerable to pres¬ 
sures either from the Israelis or 
from the friends and allies of the 
Israelis." 

According to Issam Abdel 
Hadi, secretary general of Gen¬ 
eral Union of Palestinian Women 
and a supporter of the accords, 
Arafat is upset with the post¬ 
ponement and is doing all he can 
to make sure the agreement 
moves ahead. TTie PLO leader, 
says Abdul Hadi. "is defending 


Palestinian rights and he is not 
satisfied with what happened [at 
the talks in Cairo] with Prime 
Minister Rabin." * 

Hamas , staunchly opposed to 
the Gaza-Jericho agreement from 
the day it was signed, has 
expressed little surpnse at the 
turn of events. Muhammad 
Nazal, chief spokesman for the 
movement in Amman, told The 
Star that the postponement is 
unlikely to effect Arafat's strat¬ 
egy. "He wants to be a leader of 
Palestinians—whether he is 
leader of the PLO or the leader of 
the new autonomous Palestinian 
authority." This. Nazal he said, 
"is the aim of Yassir ArafaL He 
doesn’t care whether the agree¬ 
ment is good for Palestinians or 
not." 

"Arafat made too many prom¬ 
ises in order to win support for 
the agreement." says Abdullah 
Hourani. a member of the PLO 


Executive Committee and a critic 
of the deal. "He tried to convince 
people the agreement would pro¬ 
vide for complete independence, 
that everything would be under 
Palestinian control, that there 
would be full Israeli withdrawal, 
that the Palestinian side would 
control the entrance to the West 
Bank." All these things, Hourani 
claims, "were not true. 

Hourani believes that Arafat 
signed the agreement fully aware 
of its shortcomings, but did so 
hoping that afterwards the Israe¬ 
lis could be persuaded to make 
concessions on some of the more 
ambiguous points, such as the 
question of the size of Jericho. 
The Israelis have interpreted Jeri- 
cbo as meaning the city itself, an 
area of little more than 25 square 
kilometers. The PLO, on the 
other hand, sees Jericho as the 
city plus its environs, more than 
10 times larger than what the 


Israelis have in mind. 

Supporters of the agreement 
continue to believe Gaza-Jericho 
is the most realistic means to 
restore the Occupied Territories, 
but are also bitter about the 
Israeli attitude. "We were expect¬ 
ing [postponement] because the 
Israelis are not honest in their 
promises," says Issam Abdel 
Hadi. 

Indeed, there is general agree¬ 
ment that Israel is not being sin¬ 
cere. According to Hamas' 
Nazal, "this postponement is new 
evidence that the Israeli authori¬ 
ties are not serious about the 
peace process. We believe that 
Israel may postpone the with¬ 
drawal again." 

It is unclear when Israeli forces 
will leave Gaza and Jericho. Next 
week. Arafat and Rabin will 
resume where they left off. and 

Continued on page 3 


" By Christopher Home 
Special to The Star 

PRACTICAL POLITICS makes for strange bed¬ 
fellows. Who could have predicted that in the 
first major debate of the new Parliament an 
Islamic Action Front OAF; deputy from Karak 
would stand before his peers and say: "l agree 
‘ with Toujan Faisal"—Jordan's first female dep- 
■ uty and bet re noire of tire Islamist bloc.. 

The common cause which united leftists, pro- 
“ gressiv.es and the Islamist right during the 
. motipa-of-confidence-debate was tire demand 
thail elected representatives should be consulted 
• in tite.detenninaiion of gov eminent policy. 

- Prime. Minister Abdel Salam Al Majali said he 
~ -was 'equally, convinced of the need to keep the 
; legislative and executive powers distinct He said 
>lbe decision not to include any elected deputies 
' -in hisnew Cabinet was intended to ensure that 
;.Pariiamrot "can dedicate its efforts to legislation 
; and'ebotiol the work of the Government." 

..The opposition felt this was a little less than 
_ ; generdits. The Prime Minister.” said Mohamed 
.'Daoudiefri-a member of the Progressive Demo- 


cratic Bloc. .-—;-~ 

"directly contrib- ! 

uted to tarnish- ' . ~' - t ■ 

ing the image of .. V 

the House... i 

when he did not ... s j 

consult the Par- p _ * ■ 

liamentary blocs j!.' *• ' ' cr ' 
who extended j > 
their hands to ‘ 
him." . ?v$ 

Indeed, hands 
extended in fra- 
temaI amity ■■ 

dominated the i faSEa^tefc j.-:..'. 

imagery of sev- ‘ . ' 

era! opposition Abdel Hadi Mcjs.-. 
speakers; if their 
protests are to be 

believed. Dr Niajali appear* to haw. w.vA\ 
of the period leading up to !si> Cabinet re-shuffle 
slapping down the pro fie re J limbs of diverse 
supplicant deputies. 

But the debate was given a sharper edge when 
Continued on page 2 
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Thanks to the millions of passengers 
who flew with us time and again 


For decades we at Royal Jordanian have been privileged to 
For decaaes « aS senqers to over 46 destinations on 

ly tens of -into"L'SSS pur 30th anniversary today, 

four continents. for their faithful confidence which 

we thank our passenge, t00k to the air in 1963. 
has motivated us since we first took iu 

_j rnmfort we reaffirm our pledge to 
To ensure safety and comron, 


focus on our human and technical capabilities and shall 
pursue quality inflight service, convenient schedules and 
efficient ground facilities. 

To the 29,569,433 passengers who have flown with us 
during the last 30 years, we say, thank you for giving us the 
privilege of serving you time and again. 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 



Towards a self-reliant 
economy 

■ Jordan wiii continue to strive 
towards self-reliance while 
remaining open to interaction 
with the world economy. His 
Royal Highness Prince Hassan 
told a visiting World Bank dele¬ 
gation headed by its Managing 
Director Mr Atiilah Karaomano- 
glu. The Prince said that Jordan is 
working to build a better frame¬ 
work for closer cooperation with 
other developing and Arab coun¬ 
tries in the region. Other regional. 
issues were also on the agenda as 
underlined by the delegation's 
meetings with'the Speakers of the 
Lower and Upper Houses. Mr 
Karaomanoglu said that "I had 
the pleasure and honor of meet¬ 
ing with the Speakers of Parlia¬ 
ment and they shared with me 
their views about the challenges 
that face Jordan today." He said. 
"They also discussed with me 
their ideas about the best 
approaches to these issues in 
terms of domestic policies and in 
terms of international assistance 
to Jordan." Speaker of the Lower 
House Mr Taher Al Masri told 
the World Bank that it was diffi¬ 
cult to cany out any reform in the 
country without the bank's help. 
He said that today the country is 
facing increasing difficulties as a 
result of unemployment and 
decline in per capita income, 
stressing that the Government 
was striving to encourage small 
and medium-sized income gener¬ 
ating projects to deal with this 
problem. 

The Safeway fire 
disaster 

■ The fire at Safeway which hos¬ 
pitalized 359 people for smoke 
inhalation and injuries sustained 
from thesv.reslilting stampede 


prompted questions about safety 
measures. His Royal Highness 
Prince Hassan who was at the site 
urged public institutions to have 
safety precautions and urged leg¬ 
islation that would ensure that 
public buildings have safety regu¬ 
lations in order to protea citizens 
and their property. The Prince 
said: "It is high time to re¬ 
examine the preparedness of our 
institutions and citizens to act 
effectively to protea national 
institutions." Having called on 
patients in hospitals, the Crown 
Prince chaired a meeting at the 
civil defense operation room 
which includes beads of the con¬ 



cerned institutions. He asked for 
an immediate investigation into 
the reasons for the Safeway fire. 
The incident was blamed on a 
short circuit which occurred on 
the "ice-man" placed at the 
entrance of the building for the 
Christmas season. Safeway own¬ 
ers Zahi and Zaher Al Masri said 
the store was in full compliance 
with all safety measures required 
by law and that the alarm system, 
lire hoses, emergency lights and 
exits were in order when the fire 
brake-out. While the Civil 
Defense Department conducts 
regular inspections to check the 
preparedness of public buildings 
to deal with emergency situa¬ 
tions, they could not confirm if 
the safety system at Safeway 
worked during the fire. 

Press, press and more 
press 

■ The post-election period has 
only whetted the appetites of 
some for the need to establish 
more newspapers. The journalist 
Fahad Ai Rimawi has just applied 
for:a license to start publishing 
fus Al Mjad. One of its editors 
will-be Rakan Al Majali.The for- ' 


raer head of the Press Associa¬ 
tion. But the press scene does not 
look too healthy at the moment. 
The owner of Akbar Al Isbooh. 
Issa Al Rimoni, has decided not 
to make his paper a daily after 
all. But the first real casualties of 
the post-election period are two 
political party newspapers. Al 
Maseera, (he weekly newspaper 
of the Progressive Democratic 
Party is to stop publication for 
financial reasons. It will be 
reduced to a newsletter for the 
members of the party according 
to Akher Khabr. Similarly, Al 
Baath, the newspaper of the 
Baath party, has stopped also 
publication for financial reasons, 
but is expected to resume publi¬ 
cation soon. 

Party splits and rifts 

■ It seems that splits continue to 
dominate the party scene. The 
new break-away Progressive 
Umma party that was established 
last week continues its quest to 
recruit potential supporters from 
Al Waad party—around 600 
members who have already left 
the party, according to Akher 
Khabr. Meanwhile, Issa Mdanat, 
the leader of the Progressive 
Democrats who failed to gel re¬ 
elected. is back in the limelight. 
Having denied that there is a rift 
in the party, he is planning to 
hold an annual party conference 
within the next two weeks, a sort 
of post-mortem of its election 
performance. However, some 
suggest that there is a growing 
rift between the traditional lead¬ 
ership and the new about the best 
methods of conducting politics. 

Fatah to become 
political 

■ Feisal Al Husseini said that 
Fatah would form militias to 
help the Palestinian police once 
self-rule take effect next month. 
But Husseini, appointed new 
leader of Fatah in the West Bank 
last week by Chairman Arafat, 
said that no decision has been 
made about the movement 
becoming a political party. But 
there has already been talk about 
Fatah dropping its “revolution-- 
: ary" attire and becoming a solid' 



movement dedicated to purely 
political activities. 

As lira wi calls for 
human rights 

■ Dr Hanan Ashrawi has unex¬ 
pectedly resigned from her post 
as spokeswomen for the Palestin¬ 
ian peace delegation and refused 
any posi¬ 
tion in the 
future Pal¬ 
estinian 
govern¬ 
ment. She 
says she is 
interested 
in defend¬ 
ing human 
rights. "I 
do not 

“ “ Ashrawi 

have any 

official 

position—not as ambassador in 
Washington, and not as minister 
of anything—because 1 am busy 
forming a committee for human 
rights," she told the Associated 
Press. Her Palestinian Indepen¬ 
dent Commission for Human 
Rights is what she calls a "voice 
of Palestinian conscience." Dr 
Ashrawi and other Palestinian 
experts Grom all over the world 
are working on establishing laws 
that would allow Palestinians to 
sue the [self-rule] government if 
it violates human rights. "We 
want to guarantee that individuals 
have the basic human rights,” 
Ashrawi said. A three-day con- ' 
ference on human rights in Arab 
East Jerusalem got underway last 
week to encourage the PUD to 
respect human rights. Many Pal¬ 
estinians fear that the Palestinian 
authority to be would be like 
other undemocratic governments 
with Mr Yassir Arafat resorting 
to dictatorial methods. His recent 
appointments of political leaders 
for the Occupied Territories and. 
attempts to keep all financial and 
decision-making bodies under his 
control have heightened concern 
that autocracy was forming. Dr 
Ashrawi recently criticized the 
PLO leader for making decisions 
without consulting file peace del¬ 
egation (particularly concerning 
negotiations on autonomy). Dr- 
Ashrawi however, would hot spe- - 
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ofically criticize Mr Arafat, out¬ 
ing that be issued a decree sup¬ 
porting political pluralism and 
basic human rights. 

Regulating Alcolior . 

■ A number of draft laws, are 
being sent to the Lower House 
permanent committees. Most 
importmt is the draft law that 
seeks to regulate the use of liquor 
in Jordan. It will seek to ban 
Muslims from producing,' selling 
and importing alcohol in the 
country and will seek to define 
penalties for violators. It also 
seeks to ban the serving of alco¬ 
hol at state functions. However 
the draft law allows the Chris¬ 
tians to continue to manufacture 
and trade in liquor. IAF deputies, 
however, are trying fa a. com¬ 
plete ban. ' 


iiubwa __- ' V;.' pledges. Tie largest pledge from 

- UNRWA.pleogM..v. . X . - ^mny came from 

__J . . . . .. , ,-.v. ■Saudi Arabia with SW-mUHon. 

■ Pledges of financial and contn- - countries which are 

buttons mffth some $127 ™!koti largest 

Agency for Palestinian Refugees - OQn ^ e ^f e ,w to their 

rathe Near East (UNRWA) for 
1994 were announced at the 

wnwimi • pled g in g conference for mentary procedures. . 

UNRWA in New York earlier • _ * , ... ,.. t i u il | 

month.; -The conference was Amnesty Ini l -”*****■ 

attended by the representatives of ' ■ 

38 countries as well as the Euro- ■- Today, Thursday,. the! Jordan 
pearr Community and foe Van- chapter of Amnesty International 
can. The largest amount pledged .. (AI) will hold a festival in Zerqa 
was $70 million from the United - to celebrate the Universal Declar- 
States. Sweden announced that it of Homan Rights. Mr Taw- 

would return its. contribution to aI» Baker,-the secretary- 

foe 1992 level of $17 naflhon.. ^ Afnman branch .of 

Norway BJo pw about $9; md- ^Ijaid the aim of the festival is 
ion and DranHit_SS6 mttffli higUigbt die mealing and 
while Germany is to give $G mil- . 6 7^„ ,,„, 
lion. Netherlands, France, Swift- of declaration,drafted 

yrinnH Australia also made 45yearsago_ 


Ckj Abu . Baker,- the secremry- 
' genera] of the Afnman branch .of 
Al said the aim of the festival is 
: no highlight the meaning and 
value of foe declaration drafted 
4Syears ago. ' 


Al Ahd denies hold 
on Government 


Continued from page 1 

deputies accused the Prime Min¬ 
ister of having already reneged 
upon his declaration of executive 
neutrality by appointing a politi¬ 
cally partisan Cabinet The Gov¬ 
ernment was designed, claimed 
IAF Deputy Abdel Rahim Akour, 
"to serve the Prime Minister's... 
favorite party." 

The "favorite party" in ques¬ 
tion was Al Ahd CThe Pledge). 

Opposition figures have 
charged that several members of 
Dr Majali's Government— 
including the ministers of labor, 
education and' tekcomnumica- 


tbe structure of political parties,"' 
claims political commentator-Dr 
Labib Qamhawi. 

A/AM declares itself as a dem¬ 
ocratic and nationalist party, 
committed to foe Constitution. Dr 
Qamhawi says AlAhd is defined 
in conservative and essentially 
negative terms—that it is a party 
fostered by stare agencies to 
defend the status quo against die 

w ir mi ifl im«tf ’ of - Tdatnict and 

leftist influences. 

"Not true," says Mr Abdel 
Hadi. "We came to fill the. vac-, 
uunu. The IAF and the left domi¬ 
nated before. Now Al Ahd is fiU r 


convinced.. 

. "They have created a-power 
base at the top.".claims .Dr Qam¬ 
hawi. "It is-a situation in! which 
opportunists flourish.” . . . 

The charge 'of corruption was 
never far from the surface during 
- tire recent vote-of-confidence 
sessions. - - , 

. "We feel that the . Govern¬ 
ment.!. is! against 

others as if this Country woe- a 
farm ovroed by a certain group of 
people," - claimed IAF - Deputy 
DaifallahAlMoinam. ■ 

"kinder the present system," 
said . Abdel Raouf Rawabdeh, 
leader of die Yaqatha (Awaken¬ 
ing) Patty; "only those iavoredby 
foe Prime Mimstef or those who 
tan protect their own interests are 
allowed rondt"-! 

Mr Abdel Hadi .has little time 
; for claimslic is engaged in politi- 
cal discrimination. •’ 


tions—are in fort members or nated before. Now AlAhd is tm r ca^swiinuuiuuu. T -... 

supporters of Al Ahd. The mpis-., ing the : wide,. ran^.in foe.:, 
ten in question deny anyluch middle:".• 

association. - ‘V f ." He says Al -is.seeking .to _ 

' .Al Ahd SecrOary Gfcnmf Mr* "unite ffie'small currently * "'■ "; '■ . r ' • 

Abdel Hadi Al Majali is equally grouped within the ; National,; . • y :\r*. ■: 


pobey towards 
largest 
JoSan are 

States, Japao aad. Frarirt 

and tire total' 

debts are «tfeiated 

billion. v ' . V V 

■ Bv early fl«t year 

and ’ iaieriatfoo^' 
c^nipjiiks will be- allowed 

; 

Stho- Jordanian experts. 

The purposes 
fe to enconrag® 
minimal prices. 

■ The Government wfll. 
take steps aimed ateneour*: 
agirtg investors to Invest la: 
the overland transport sfisc* 
tor especially In trafler qwih' 
ership. The Incentives wio 
Include duty exemptions- ■ • 

■ The Government has 
dedded to cooperate with 
the private sector to set up 
a number of joint ven tures 
in the tourist industry. 
These include building 
hotels and tourist facilities 
in Petra. As a result, there 
wffl be an extra 1000 rooms 
at a cost of JD 40 million. A 
conference will be held to 
Invite potential Investor 
after studies are made by 
the Ministry of Tourism. 

■ Effective 1 April, the 
Government wfll implement 
new regulations concerning 
foreign labor who have no 
work permits. Violators win 
be- given three months to 
correct their situation start- 
ing the beginning oT next 
wifinHi, or be asked to leave 
Jordan (with exemptions to 
those who are staying extra 
for the last time). 

U-Tbe Star has learned that 
His Majesty King Hussein 
-and Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad will meet before 
the -Assad-CUnton summit 
to take place in January in 
Geneva. Sources say, that 
t flre;vfa te t iwfa n - ■ president, 
Arafat, is expected 
to join the meeting. 


keen to rebut suggestions that his 
party has won any influence over 
foe Government 

"It’s all false accusation," he 
told The Star. "There is not one 
single member of Al Ahd in the 
Government 

"All the accusations are 
because of my relation to foe 
Prime Minister." 

‘Mr Abdel-Hadi is the brother 
of -the Prime Minister. He says 
deputies are simply seeking to 
attack the Government by attack¬ 
ing him. 

.But if Al Ahd —who now claim 
nine deputies in the new Parlia¬ 
ment—deny that they have won 
control of foe Government, some 
observers argue that the Govern¬ 
ment has, in a sense, taken over 
AlAhd. ■ 

"It is not Al Ahd that formed or 
had influence on foe Govern¬ 
ment," claims Mr Hani Hourani, 
head of the New Jordan Research 
Center. "Al Ahd is a Government 
party." 

"It is foe regime's arm within 


Action Front bloc inti) a broad . 
centrist party. He claims that crit¬ 
icism of Al Ahd originates from 
politicians of the . political 
extremes who are seeing there 
popular base eroded by the suc¬ 
cess of foe new center-ground 
parties. . . ' - 

But observers argue that Al¬ 
Ahd has a distinctly East Bank— 
as opposed to 'Palestinianr- 
identity. They say it represents a 
specific constituency among the 
predominantly Jordanian state 
bureaucracy and mxHtaiy. ■ 

"Not true," says Mr AJbdel 
Hadi AI Majali, "They are sayiqg 
this because of my history... You 
can’t separate yourself from foe 
people you know and met" • - 
Mr Abdel Hadi Al MajaU was 
foormerty Secretary General-of flie'' 
Public Security Dept-He-does' 
not see why that should mark him ; 
out ? - 

"All the Islamic Action Front. 
leaders were involved in.-pur 
Government system," he says. ' 
Skeptics are not easily 


Taial Hassan says US 
comMtted to greater role 
in peace process 


MINISTER/OF Suite for Foreign 
. Affairs Mr Taial SataW Al H^Si 
san has saU^to^Ripddsitt'-Bill 
dintoir. has ctmunitted : Jiis; 
administraticxi -to its' role .-.in the ’ 

1 peace prqdess ^nd to the' success . 
! of tins porocess.!'rie-.SDd US.S«:-. 
rotary of S tate Mr: Warrwi Chris¬ 
topher tiefiveied-a letter from 
.Bteodesxst Clinton to H5 Majesty 
. King Hussein.when be visited 
Amman eariy fois-montb,.'_'.j." 

;' j ,!Speakmg" before' foe Lower 
House of Parliament on Tuesday, 
. : Mr Hassan ; bnuded-'.foe deputies. 
on foe visits .of Mr Cforistr^her. 
and PLO Ieader Yasser Arafat to 
Jordan recently. He also briefed 
than on King Hassein's visits to 
bofo Syria and lEgypt : - ■ . 
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j : He said 
;Mr Chris- 
[ topher. 

5 had.-- 
expressed 

. appreci- 
!' ation. of 
!Jordan’s 
, role-: ;in 
^ ’ foe peace 
fotx^s. 

. while 

King Hussein had reiterated to foe 
Secretary, Jordan's commitment - 
to’supporting the peace proccss in 
■. order to achieve its goals espe¬ 
cially; in foe restoration of Pales- 
' tihian rights. 

Mr Al Hassan said both the 
King and Mr Christopher have 
* agreed bn the need for a compre¬ 
hensive solution. He said - Mr. r 
Christopher also talked aboiiTtite' 
important economic aspects of foe- 
peace process on. foe region. -. - -r : . - 
. :Mr Al. Hassan said talks also 
i' touched on the need to ease Jor- 
_ dan’s debt burden and that differ¬ 
ent * alternatives were discussed 
'including foe’ - possibility of 
increasing US contacts to urge 
concerned parties to respond , to - 
Jordan's needs to ease its debt, 

. problem.' ... -. - 

;Mr.AJ Hassan said Mr Cauisto-. ’ 
phahadf admitted foe need to deal 
with foe blockade which has '- 
.. affected Aqaba and promised to 
^ discu ss . this sfojjecf with con- 
.. cerned parties. id Washington in ! 
older to end this problem as soon _ 
a* possible. He added that Mr 1 
. Cbri stopher - promised foai his-'; 
.adrnirastration..wiU .play a role in : 
urging countries to provide addi-' 7 

• donal economic assistance tor- 
Joidatb• 

■ - ' Mr : Ai:Hassan said Mr Arafat^ 
. baa-discussed with King Hussein - - 
. .*« process especially the •. 
.. negotiations over IsraeTs with-. 

' dra^ and.foe irnplemeMation of -. 

of Principles. He • 
foxing Hussein had aspired Mr 

• A^tof Jordan's support of foof 
raiestauan position and reiterated ' 
foe need. for. close coordination' ■" 

, concerned Arafat 

patties. . . 

J* -Al Massan said foe KiniV ! ' : 
vKit^tp..Syria and Egypt were^ 

~SS c «"L^! ,p ? WClI,fir *** Arab : 
pMitKm mrough coordination. He 

• Jordan, made it clear 1 
X rt.was.oaramitted to a corn- 3 '. 

Prewnsive -solution and that it 
waumpraabteThat it could move 
^“foterally .m the peace process; 
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■ Ttoigs could not be worse for the Palestinian President Ara- 
SrtiSrt-T 3 C ^ mb er deadline has passed and not one Israeli 
sokher has pulled out from Gaza or Jericho. Violent clashes con¬ 
tinue to flare up between Palestinians on one hand and Israeli 
sowters. and settlers on the other. Hamas is earning ground 
against Arafat s Fatah and popular support for SeHxSraeli 
accord is waning. His faithful supporters are abandoning ship— 
Ur Hamm Ashrawi to name but one. And his relations with Jor- 
aM t byna and Lebanon are tense to say the least Poor Mr Ara- 
fat Does any one care about what's happening to him—other 
than Egypt, the US and Israel? 

The failure of Mr Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Kanin last Sunday in Cairo to resolve their conflicts has frus¬ 
trated many Palestinians—and Arabs. It turned out that 13 
December was not a sacred deadline, and that 10 days later, 
when Arafat and Rabin are scheduled to meet, the two men may 
snll delay implementation of the agreement—now demoted to a 
declaration of principles. 

Mr Arafat has gate out of his way to ali enate himself. He can't 
bank on Jordan, Syria or Lebanon. He's not trusted anymore. The 
Gulf is out of his reach and the North African Arab coun tries 
don't want anything to do with him. There is no Arab League, no 
meetings of the Arab parties to the Washington-talks to "coordi¬ 
nate a unified position and no Islamic conference to mairw 
threats and lamentations! 

Meanwhile, the Israelis are making revisions of the whole Oslo 
agreement, which one official described as hasty. They don't 
want to discuss Palestinian control of border crossings, with¬ 
drawal means redeployment in their lexicon and settlements need 
large armies to protect them. Jerusalem is oat of bounds and 
April 1994 is too soon to complete implementation of the 
'withdrawal. 1 ' 

It boils down to gullibility on our part. Do we believe what we 

. hear, see and read? Or do we go back to the conspiracy theo¬ 
ries—that the United States is a biased broker wbose objectives 
unite with those of Israel? 

Why is Mr Arafat the unpopular man he has become in Gaza 
and the West Bank? It could be that he played his cards wrongly 
in the Occupied Territories by ignoring his critics and giving 
tacit approval to Israel's war with Hamas. Palestinians have 
failed to see the so-called dividends of peace and above all they 
hated Mr Arafat's description of- his agreement with Israel as 
"victory." 

Safeway fire: Putting public safety first 

■ The Safeway fire, winch miraculously did not kill anyone, has 
focused public attention again on the issue of safety codes and 
regulations in public places. His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan has ordered that an official investigation into the cause 
and circumstances of Friday's fire rake place. That investigation 
will probably find that a number of safety codes have been 
ignored. But this is nothing new in Jordan. While blueprints do 
not receive the necessary stamp of approval from the concerned 
authorities unless minimum public safety requirements are taken 
into consideration, the fact of the matter is that only very few 
establishments actually follow these plans. At construction stage 
most of these requirements are omitted to save money, create 
extra space and what have you. It is here that official depart¬ 
ments should intervene. Currently, most violators get off easy 
with a fine that they can afford to pay. That's why most office 
buildings in Amman have no parking space, no fire escapes and 
rarely do they meet safety regulations. The time has come to put 
public safety first—through strict regulations. The Safeway fire 
should give us all a lesson to remember. 

Depiities.waot 

■ A 'Wimbei-of depntiK; fcijftjy Abdel Karim Dughmi, have • 
raised the issue of television coverage of the deputies’ speeches 
during the confidence sessions last week. They criticized the fact 
that the television has aired only select bits and pieces of their 
speeches—some of which lasted for more than an hour. The 
Lower House almost voted to ban television from covering the 
House's sessions altogether. But the issue has been shelved—for 
the moment—pending an explanation from the Minister of Infor¬ 
mation. While we agree that the TV editors' choice of which bits 
to air is too selective, subjective and most of the time mislead¬ 
ing. we object to the alternative, which is to air the whole thing. 
Jordanians are not obligated to listen to every word a deputy has 
to say on various issues. Even the Prime Minister should not 
have that prerogative. But having said that, a middle of-the-road 
solution could be to dedicate a special FM radio fr equen cy to 
live Parliamentary hearings on certain issues, vote of confidence 
and budget sessions. The House could introduce a weekly ques¬ 
tion and answer session—like in the United Kingdom—during 

* which the Prime Minister could be questioned on any issues by 
the deputies. That session could also be aired on FM radio. FM 
frequencies are readily available—although the question of trans¬ 
mitting signals to the North and South will have to studied—and 
using one for Parliament sessions can get the Minister of Infor¬ 
mation off the book while satisfying deputies' appetites to be 
heard—no one said they must be seen too. Besides, even depu¬ 
ties must understand that they can't have their cake and eat it too. 


Deadlock leaves peace 
process in doubt 

Continued from page 1 

w nc *- deadlines are being set. Some observers are suggesting that 
his week's meeting wasn't a failure at all, pointing ^ remarks by 
Fiyvnrian Foreign Minister Amr Mousa to the effect that Arafet and 

Palestinian leadership a few days fJJV, f A , Bin , aerees . Although 
Muhammad Milhem. 

h.phly sceptical in te 

„ ,s hecra; in iron nut all ite whHKVcr fatwill be. "If we 

accord betorc l^f*ro be a failure, then our peo- 
gn to the Occupied Tcmlones and P™ jj- things are corrected 

1* will say the occupation feis not^nc away.^ ^ ^ dBB ^> 

before wc go to the .L. acc0 id signed in Washing- 

Mi Ihcm is concerned. ho *‘;' e ^ . h m o^y lead to further disap- 
ton has too many vague points which will M ^ ^ 

pointment and frustration. Mr H.-aUm Twith the Israelis, and 

"you cannot depend on amhiguity wh^ dealing dealing with 

v ou cannot depend on aceoids which arc not clear wnen 

kV Israelis. ... ■ ■.l- w o is simply not ready 

Over and above tins,.he* worried that die FLO * I ^ fsel f_ nl j c 

■or self-rule. "We die PLC). JSSugh the proper 

m the Occupied Territories. Wc have not gone ^ wof]d l ^ 
channels u> prepare ourselves to gam'^ ° nc ^ng; that the 

afraid that all the process* going to wdJP 1 "® opportunity, 
world will one day say "The Palea.ru^ if" 

hui were not prepared, were not qualified, they were 


For Rent 

Furnished 3 bedroom apartment, two 
bathrooms, central heating, s? iar 
heating, location: overlooking Sports 
City, lift and garage available. 
Call 695750 between 2 and 6 pm. 





^ Business Chronicle 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Saturday visited victims injured in the fire at the Safeway supermarket About 359 
people, including many children, sufferedfrom smoke inhalation and minor burns when fire broke out at Safeway last Friday. 
Prince Hassan has ordered an investigation into the incident (See Jordan Week on page 2 for more details). 

Ghalib Barakat, the "father" of Jordanian tourism: 

'Jordan should not reach 
for mass tourism 1 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Known in 
the tourism trade as die 
'Tather of Tourism," Ghalib 
Barakat has spent almost his 
entire adult life working to pro¬ 
mote tourism in Jordan. He 
began his career in 1952, when 
die Department of Tourism 
was established. From 1960 
until 1967 he served as the 
director general of the Jordan 
Tourism Authority. He occu¬ 
pied the position of secretary 
general of the newly formed 
Ministry of Tourism until 1972, 
when be was appointed as min¬ 
ister of tourism. He held this 
position until 1979. Since then 
Mr Barakat served as Jordan's 
ambassador to the United 
Nations in Geneva, and then 
served as Assistant Director 
General for the Arab Region at 
, the UN International Labor 
Organization. In a recent inter¬ 
view with The Star , Mr Barakat 
, discussed the challenges Daring 
(1 ,jthe torirism indtisttty iffjbrdalL 

' ".'.Is foe Afo/Sfai * 

industry equipped to handle an 
..unprecedented influx of tour¬ 
ists in the post-peace settlement 
era? 

It is ready. Of course, one can¬ 
not handle traffic beyond one’s 
- capacity, but so far toe country 
has quite a good number of 
hotels, and there are serious pro¬ 
jects of more investment outside 
of Amman, in Aqaba and Petra. 
There is a good number of hotels 
and there is more investment 
coming. The problem with infra¬ 
structure in the tourist industry is 
that you can’t have it ready¬ 
made. It takes years to build up. 

Yes. Jordan can handle more 
tourists. But if it is a strong 
influx, it will have to be pbased. 
We can't handle millions- But I 
have always believed that Jordan 
should not reach for mass tour¬ 
ism. The nature of toe country 
lends itself to cultural tourism. 1 
don’t think that beach tourism in 
Aqaba, for example, can compete 
with toe other beaches in toe 
region. But we have a monopoly 
on Petra—there is no other Petra, 
and toe same applies to Jerash. 

Jordan has a rich cultural heri¬ 
tage, a mix of history, from the 
dawn of time. As you go around 
toe country, it is like an open 
museum. With toe interest in cul¬ 
ture increasing, there is more 
demand for cultural tourism. Peo¬ 
ple may want to go on holiday to 
a beach, but they also want to 
know about culture, and that is 
what makes Jordan an excellent 
destination. 

Production of handicrafts has 
been increasing, and it is interest¬ 


ing to note that all 
the social founda¬ 
tions. such as toe 
Noor Ai Hussein 
Foundation. and 
the Queen Alia 
Fund, are all gear¬ 
ing towards toe 
production of 
handicrafts, and 
they are trying to 
improve die qual¬ 
ity of toe goods. 

In addition, Jor¬ 
dan has all toe 
other related ser¬ 
vices: an effective 
banking service, 
people are hospit¬ 
able. language is 
not a hindrance. 
Any foreigner can 
maneuver around 
without difficulty. 



Above all. there 

is security Anv _ ... _ . wny mere snouiun i De exenange 

tourist can go Ghalib Barakat between the two peoples. 

jtifiie df'rii^T ^ -^riefeas which^TSk^Ffow 

worrying about anything. . of tourism,^,^ 

One of the issues in tourism ^er'-TtiSnsm^sbmJkT be^ “ e a 1011 ® 5 * 11 ® tourism from 
today Is the affect of thousands “““L 3 d * Europe and North America? 

of foreign visitors upon the KIton nf VisitorS fr0m Arab COuntries 

local culture. Has that been a po 111 ^ 03 of cultures. It is likely 3 i ways been the majority, 

problem in Jordan? there will be cases where visitors They used to account for over 80 

They call this “tourism polhi- *° wh ! cb . “5 forcign or percent of toe traffic. It is toe pol- 
tionBut I don't see tourism 3 S 10 Jordanian society. icy of ^ Ministry of Tourism to 

having a negative effect. There 111656 small.incidents are apt to encourage Arab tourism for the 
will not be a clash, but rather a happen, but it is more likely that same reason they encourage 
mix of cultures. Visitors come so . me P^P^ might not like some international tourism. Many Arab 
and they have their own habits things about a few individuals, visitors used to come from the 


ing alongside tourism from 
Europe and North America? 

Visitors from Arab countries 
have always been the majority. 
They used to account for over 80 
percent of toe traffic. It is toe pol¬ 
icy of the Ministry of Tourism to 
encourage Arab tourism for the 
same reason they encourage 
international tourism. Many Arab 
visitors used to come from the 
Gulf countries with their families 
and would stay for toe summer. 


Jordan has a rich cultural heritage , a mix 
of history, from the dawn of time. As you go 
around the country, it is like an open 
museum. With the interest in culture 
increasing, there is more demand for 
cultural tourism. People may want to go on 
holiday to a beach, but they also want to 
know about culture , and that is what makes 
Jordan an excellent destination 


and ideas, but Jordanians also 
have their own habits and cus¬ 
toms. If tourism is properly han¬ 
dled within the country, if tour¬ 
ists are treated as guests, it will 
not be a problem. I was 
impressed by toe way King 
Hussein put it in his recent 
Speech from the Throne. His 
Majesty spoke of visitors, he 
spoke of the guests of the .coun¬ 
try. If they are considered in that 
way. people will try to under¬ 
stand them. And it is this 


Yet the great majority of the peo¬ 
ple. is hospitable and wishes to 
interact with foreigners. 

If there is proper tourism con¬ 
sciousness, there should be no 
tourism pollution. If a tourist 
knows he is coming to a country 
which has its own traditions and 
customs, then he should try to 
respect them. At the same time, 
local people know that toe visitor 
is a guest in toe country and is not 
out to impose himself or his 
culture. 


What can the tourism indus¬ 
try in Jordan do to upgrade Its 
services? 

As more tourists come to Jor¬ 
dan, there will be more demand 
and standards will rise. When Jor¬ 
dan has more international expe¬ 
rience in hotel services, standards 
will go up. The hotels in toe 
country have been trying to raise 
the quality of their services. 

In the field of travel services. 
Royal Jordanian has started its 
Galileo Services, whereby they 
feed information io travel agents 
all over toe world. The bus ser¬ 
vice in Jordan is of a high qual¬ 
ity, taxi services are good, airport 
services, frontier services, all of 
them are good. All these elements 
compose the tourist image of the 
country, plus toe places of 
interest. 

Treatment as you come into the 
country, treatment from the tour¬ 
ist services, treatment by the peo¬ 
ple and a good product: these are 
four essential elements which are 
present and are ail on toe positive 
side in toe case of Jordan. ■ 
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One possibility over the com¬ 
ing years is the arrival of 
Israeli tourists in Jordan. How 
do you think people will react 
to them? 

This is a political question. If 
and when peace is reached there 
is apt to come a time when these 
natural relations will have to be 
constructed cautiously. But once 
there is peace and once all the 
problems have been solved, and 
once there is appreciation that 
(here are different cultures in the 
region, it should not be a prob¬ 
lem. After all. the Jewish, Chris¬ 
tian and Muslim religions are 
monotheistic. They have the 
same roots, the same beliefs, and 
there are so many Biblical and 
Qur'anic stories which are com¬ 
mon to all the people. • 

If toe parties to toe conflict 
achieve peace, there is no reason 
why (here shouldn't be exchange 
between the two peoples. 


Have Saudis been hitting on Jordan 
lately? 

V Saudi investors may have approached toe Jordanian authori¬ 
ties requesting a more favorable treatment in return for their 
investments and financial services. The authorities are not talk¬ 
ing. but local businessmen approached by the Saudis say the 
GCC country wants influence in toe future regional market. No 
little peanuts: "these guys arc talking about investing hundreds 
of millions of dollars." according to a Jordanian businessman. 
They (Saudi Arabians] arc interested in everything: from TV 
and radio stations to potash and phosphates investments.” But 
did they receive red carpel treatment? No. the law could not be 
bent: "They want to be treated different by being allowed to set 
up operations independent of Jordanian partners. Investors from 
the Gulf acknowledge that an Israeli-Palestiman-Jordanian alli¬ 
ance could pose a threat to toe lucrative Saudi and Gulf markets 
by creating a new competing economic power in the Middle 
East. Jordanian industrialists are interested; a major industrial 
and trading concern in Jordan confirmed to The Star that their 
company would positively endorse a joint Jonlanian-Saudi joint 
venture at any time. Total openness to investments could be Jor¬ 
dan's salvation and answer to long-standing prosperity. The 
Kingdom needs to experiment with bold measures to change its 
long-standing imbalances. The country needs its own original 
and creative investment legislation, tailored to its business and 
developmental environment—not Sincaporian. Taiwanese or 
Cypriot models. Can Jordan create its own pioneering invest¬ 
ment legislation? 

JOFICO: Little deeds mean the world to 
Jordan! 

M The Jordan French Insurance Company tJOFICOl has 
embarked on an ambitious program to recycle its paper waste. 
The program initiated a month ago by environment lover and 
JOFICO employee Ms Dana Nammuri. is seen as a "develop¬ 
ment of our community services.” Still in its infancy stage, the 
venture so far recycles 50 kilograms-per-week. Initiated at the 
head office, "JOFICO will hopefully expand the process to 
include its life insurance branch followed by all its agencies.” 
Ms Nammari added. The program, approved immediately by 
president Wad Zunib, was embraced by "every member of the 
company from the custodian to our president. It requires no 
extra effort by our employees." she said. To do (he job right, 
recycling bins are made accessible to all employees in toe head 
office. The bins are then collected by a paper company represen¬ 
tative on a daily basis. Paper is imported and recycling it recov¬ 
ers lost national wealth in terms of foreign currencies. Recycling 
should be on top of Jordan's national agenda; it brings down 
imports, leaves our streets cleaner, creates jobs and a new sup¬ 
porting industry. Above all it saves our environment. The moun¬ 
tains of trash we compile every day are paid for with hard- 
eamed currencies. Jordan doesn't need another meat packaging 
factory venture nor does it need another clothing factory. 

The hunt for a JD1 million Palestine 
tender turns sour! 

M A Jordanian contractor pursuing toe tender for building a 
water treatment plant in Jenin. Palestine, found little more than a 
forced partnership with an Israeli manufacturer in the US. Upon 
calling the equipment manufacturer that is specified in the ten¬ 
der. toe disgruntled contractor was put in touch with a Mr Sha¬ 
mir. toe US-based international sales manager of toe company. 
"Tender.documents never -specify, the source.for purchasing:the 
project equipment,, bur uspxllyi/ofiis on toajziini mal .specifica¬ 
tions that need be met." sayfc toel ton tractor >■’This tender specie 
fied the source and supplied the address," he adds. The tender, 
charges toe Jordanian contractor, was secured by an unqualified 
engineering concern in Jenin. He blames the tender committee 
of lack of professionalism and lacking toe necessary qualifica¬ 
tions for judging contenders. ’’The}' couldn't see that we were 
more credible for the job." 

What’s in store for the poor? 

M A study by a special government-appointed (ask force found 
that poverty-stricken households in Jordan comprised 6.6 per¬ 
cent of the population in 1992—against 1.5 percent in 1937. 
Families living below the calculated absolute poverty line were 
found to comprise 21.3 percent against a previous .7 percent for 
1987. Unemployment, refugees and the exodus of Jordan's 
expatriates from the Gulf have contributed to toe increases. 
Unemployment which has a direct influence on poverty in toe 
countiy reached 17.1 percent in 1991. Unemployment is concen¬ 
trated among toe 15-24 age group which is more than 50 percent 
of the population. The 1993-1997 economic and social develop¬ 
ment plan has been tailored to deal with such imbalances: 
Through inducing an economic growth that is faster than popu¬ 
lation growth; capping the inflation rate; encouraging labor- 
intensive industries and attracting investments. Government 
hopes such chronic imbalances would be treated through such 
measures. The plan projected that 224.000 jobs would be 
created through these efforts. 


• Micro Focus, a UK 
computer software 
developer, announced 
toe appointment of 
COMCENT Trading 
& Contracting Co. of 
Jordan as sole distrib¬ 
utor for its range of 
COBOL compilers 
and programmer pro¬ 
ductivity tools. COMCENT will now cover the West Bank. Lebanon, 
Syria and Yemen. Mr David Low of Micro Focus stated that the 
appointment of toe Jordanian company is vital for "this strategically 
important area." Micro Focus participated in the first public seminar 
in Jordan devoted to its product range, and organised by COMCENT 
at toe Philadelphia hotel. Micro Focus demonstrated its flagship prod¬ 
uct, COBOL Workbench, toe most widely used COBOL development 
and maintenance tool in toe world. Mr Nabil Ashkar. COMCENT 
marketing manager, said his company has already received enquiries 
from Jordanian customers on toe new product. COMCENT was estab¬ 
lished in 1972 in Amman and has an annual turnover of JD2 million. 
It has several agencies for international hardware and software com¬ 
puter manufacturers. According to Mr Low. COMCENT was chosen 
as agent for its well established contacts in Jordan and toe region. 




JOB VACANCIES FOR 
JORDANIAN NATIONALS 

1- Program secretary and Translator 

(female): 

Besides of full command of Arabic and English, typing 
and computer skills and knowledge in accounting are 
demanded. At least 3 years experience in office work. 
Applicant must fit into a highly skilled and liberally 
minded international ream. 

2’ Driver/ Messenger: 

With at least 5 years experience. Modest behavior and 
(preferably) some knowledge in English. 

Please, send your hand written application and C.V. 
to P.O. Box 183, Friedrich Naumann Foundation. 
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Our Say... 


9 May sou n Falaftha, whose husband was one of three Palestinians shot dead in the village of Tarku- 
mieh near Hebron last week mourns with her children after hearing of the shooting. The three men were 
killed by Israelis belonging to the Kach movement, an organization that is strongly against Arab-Israeli 
coexistence, against the recent peace accord and dedicated to expelling Palestinians from the Occupied 
Territories. Kach said in a message: "Three Arabs from a village near Hebron were eliminated as they 
were driving in a revenge killing for the death of. L" an Israeli family who they claim was carried out by 
Arabs. 
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United Nations: 


Outlines its programs for 

transition period of seif"""* 


The bitter fruits of peace 

AS THE region awaits the implementation of the PaJestinian-Israeli agreement, 
Israel continues to hammer the point that an economic alliance with the Palestini¬ 
ans and the Jordanians will create a formidable Middle Eastern entity. Many Pal¬ 
estinians and Jordanians have embraced the idea. They speak about the fruits of 
peace that will bring windfall profits to all. But can we afford to take things at 
face value? Is there a hidden agenda? 

The Israelis have no scruples about their scheme for the region. Most admit the 
masterplan is to interface Jewish brain power with Arab money in order to build a 
Middle Eastern market that could rival the EC, NAFTA or ASEAN. Their mas¬ 
terplan includes railway networks, removal of tariffs and trade barriers, energy 
plants, new ports and, most of all, economic and political penetration of the Arab 
world. So much for cooperation on an equal footing. The so-called Jewish brain 
power is synonymous with economic, social, cultural and political imperialism. 

Israel has milked American and European taxpayers ever since it was con¬ 
ceived. Over the years, the US was also Israel’s convenience store for acquiring 
the latest in civilian and military technology. Israel's legendary superiority and its 
invincible image were made in America. 

Today Israel is waving a big stick—America— when it negotiates with the 
Arabs. But what do Arabs have to bargain with? America sees a golden chance 
whereby the Israeli burden could easily be transferred to the Arabs. The Arabs 
will finance an unweanable Israel, they will satisfy its insatiable appetite for eco¬ 
nomic and political hegemony. 

Noting the "special relationship" that binds America with Israel, sustaining that 
expensive rapport will now come from Arab pockets. Why not? Arabs sit on one- 
third of the world oil reserves. The Arab world has several hundred million con¬ 
sumers, while its untapped wealth is estimated at more than a trillion dollars. The 
geo-strategic position of the Arab Middle East renders it to a new regional sub¬ 
order in this part of the world without necessarily endangering US vita] interests. 
In fact, those vital interests will be better served with Israel calling the shots in an 
area extending from the Arabian Gulf to North Africa. 

Far from being a conspiracy theory, political realities make this scenario a plau¬ 
sible one. Following the breakthrough in peace talks, Israel has shown more inter¬ 
est and willingness to deal in. economic issues than it has in the political arena. 
More than 40 major project^have been put on the tablejfor integraling.Israel into 
a total regional market. 

So, should Arabs continue to pursue peaceful co-existence with Israel under the 
present terms? They can't afford not to. But they can afford a little of the old med¬ 
icine; Arab reconciliation, cooperation, coordination and peace amongst them¬ 
selves. ■ 



EDITORS 'NOTE: This is a 
United Nations report that has 
jsst been released entitled 
"Supporting the transition: An 
imm ediate response of the 
United Nations to the interim 
period In the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip." 

SINCE THE signing of the Dec¬ 
laration of Principles by Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization on 13 September .g® 

1993, all parties have empha¬ 
sized that during the first year of 
the interim period it will be vital 
that Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip have a 
sense of new opportunity. An 
essential factor in this will be 
whether Palestinians see a 
demonstrable and rapid improve¬ 
ment in the quality of their lives, 
particularly among more disad¬ 
vantaged social groups such as 
youth from poor backgrounds £ 
and women. Achieving this will 
be a formidable task. Funds must 
be rapidly mobilized and dis¬ 
bursed in a productive manner 
within a very short time frame. - *— 

At present, the United Nations 
has the capacity to launch imme¬ 
diately activities which will help 
create and sustain improved con- . 
ditions, by employing jobless 
Palestinians to improve essential s 

services and infrastructure. 

Through United Nations agen- c 
ties, the international community 
can achieve the short term goal 
of raising living standards as well 
as help to ensure a smooth transi¬ 
tion to subsequent phases at 
which time programs run by 
organizations such as the World 
Bank, other organizations of the 
United Nations system and bilat- in the past si 
era! aid agencies will have families reo 
become operations. In addition, assistance, 
the United Nations could help The Unite 
mobilize and support the coordi- to plan and 
nation of the large international of the ess 
effort from non-United Nations which will f 
sources. future social 

The response described below opment pi 
raises issues and proposes initia- Nations has 
tives to assist Palestinians in the stjuction on 
West Bank and Gaza Strip dur- oral hospital 
ing the first year of the interim and is conti 
period, [and] has been prepared that are pk 
for the purpose of internal debate environment: 
within the United Nations in ture such as 
preparation for detailed discus- water'netwo: 
sions with concerned parties. The ing water few 
ultimate elements of a. United- Iage^antfrlO 
Nations initiative will be deter- ' prpgi^uBS An 
mined in light of these agricultural ] 
discussions. technical and 

The United Nations has been services for 
assisting Palestinians in the West merce, and a 
Bank and Gaza Strip for nearly tion of se 
45 years. In 1993, the United policies. 
Nations is providing services and The Uniter 
implementing special projects to Palestinia 
amounting to nearly $250 mil- social servict 
lion. These outlays account for with disabi 
about one third of aD public through U1 
expenditure in the West Bank activities c 
and about one half in the Gaza rehabilitation 
Strip. With over 8,000 Palestm- women's pn 
ian employees, the United many years, 
Nations is the second largest sin- has provider 
gle employer, after the Civil and assisuu 
Administration. NGOs world 

The United Nations runs pri- tion, agricult 
mazy and preparatory schools for merce, train 
nearly 150,000 children, voca- issues, 
tional training centers for almost During th< 
2,000 students, and health cen- I n te rim . pei 
ters which will receive over two Nations shot 
milli on patient visits in 1993. resources in s 
Over 140,000 families in both all goals. T 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip achieve the 
have received emergency food emphasize tin 
rations from the United Nations creation of 1 





include, providing cambmic: and 
nhvsical infrastructure, educa- 
Soi health, public management 
and "training, social services, agn- 
. culture and mdu»y.' “*J f 
gency activities. Most of these 

amplify ongoing, pngnnmteid 

are based on specific 
Tiecds. Other activities address 
needs for improving infrasmic- 
turt and providing. technical 
assistance which will be ncces- 
• sary in carrying out ftitnre devel¬ 
opment plans. • , 

Proposed activities arc based 
oq an assessment of what could 
be done within existing capaci¬ 
ties of United Nations organiza¬ 
tions if additional resources were 
forthcoming. . AeMfes tow 
been proposed in light of tne 
W framework of the Declaration of 
& Principles, human resources tad 
3$ infrastructural constraints 

"obtained in the West Bank and 
atria Strip, and priorities previ¬ 
ously identified by Palestinians. 
&} proposed activities cover both 
% the Gaza Strip, where needs are 
greatest,andtheWestBank. 

“5* Financing required to under- 
take . proposed activities is in 
S addition to-the-level of funding 
necessary to maintain the present 
level of sendees provided by the 
United Nations.. United Nations 
agencies preseni in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip do not have 
significant -additional resources 
currently available to undertake 
more than a small: portion of 
th ey? activities. (United Nations 
Development Program, UNDP 
coukl immediately dedicate an 
additional $3 million to $5 mil¬ 
lion from existing fluids to 


in the past six months and 32,000 
families receive regular welfare 
assistance. 

The United Nations is helping 
to plan and construct large parts 
of the essential infrastructure 
which will form the basis of any 
future social and economic devel¬ 
opment plans. The United 
Nations has recently begun con¬ 
struction on a $ 35 million gen¬ 
eral hospital for the Gaza Strip 
and is continuing with projects 
that are planning and building 
environmental health infrastruc¬ 
ture such as sewage systems and 
water'networks for health drink¬ 
ing water for refugee camps, .vil- 
Iagepiapdridwns,, UmtediNationsii 


opportunities through direct 
employment in United Nations 
activities and stimulating local 
economic activity through local 
procurement and increased con¬ 
sumer demand. 

First, the capacity - of the 
incoming Palestinian authorityio 
assume responsibility for ser¬ 
vices in education, health, social 
services, income generation, hos¬ 
pital care, etc,'should be sup¬ 
ported. Maintaining and improv¬ 
ing public services will inevitably 
represent a priority demand 
placed on the incoming Palestin¬ 
ian authority. It can be expected 
that tire tax revenues winch coyer 


expand its program). 

If, as seems likely, the Palestin¬ 
ian authority, establishes a pres- - 
mce in the Jericho area and an 
unknown number of . Palestinians 
displaced in the 1967. war resettle 
there, the United Nations may be 
called upon to provide additional 
assistance to that area like basic 
infrastructure such as roads, com¬ 
munications, sewage, water and 
housing. Due. to . the uncertainties 
of future political developments 
related to'Jericho, planning for a 
significant expansion m United 
Nations adivines there mayhave 
to await further clarification at the 
political level. 

Jbere are tbree.United Nations 


panto* .a*.-)**. vo ufttoi 
and teacher wrinms. •• pwwfr. 
Salto cart, tettef and * °°&J*** 

vices, envi wnmcntalirfrasfrucj^ 

ral. devetopmHtfi 

EC nScnl. UNDP., - 

and UNRWA play ewfgjj ' 
ary roles in the provwwmjrf 
vices, human resources tad vto* 
smicturai 

technical assistance. Wte.ttgr 
are similar sectoral a crivilia ^ 
such as in the envirorawng. 
health sector, specialization- By 
region or activity bos meant (tat 
duplication has been- avoided. In 
addition to .riteir separate p*>: 
grams, these three agenacr taw 
on-going joint 

three agencies have iceefttb 
developed a joint proposal vn t3& - 
context of the multilateral talks 
for enhancing youth programs m 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Regular consultation between the 
three agencies takes place nt the: 
.field level. 

Other United Nations organiza¬ 
tions, principally UNESCO tad 
World Health Organization 
(WHO), cany out significant pro¬ 
grams in collaboration with agen¬ 
cies present in the Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories. In addition, 
organizations, such as United 
Nations Center for Human Settle¬ 
ments (UNCHS) (Habitat). 
United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development [UNC¬ 
TAD). United Nations Environ-, 
merit Program (UNEP). Interna¬ 
tional Labor Office (ILO). and. 
World Fbod Program (WFP), 
among others, have sent missions 
or provided assistance under sim¬ 
ilar arrangements. Existing col¬ 
laborative arrangements coukl 
easily be developed to provide 
further assistance to Palestinians 
in the coming months. 

The challenge facing the 
United Nations and the interna¬ 
tional community requires that 
- collaboration among United 
Nations agencies be significantly 
strengthened. This is necessary in 
order to enhance the agencies’ 
capacity to cooperate with the 
international community as well 
as‘ to facilitate a substantially 
expanded United Nations pres¬ 
ence in the West Bank and. Gaza 


programs .are helping cojjpiprqyf.;, ‘ tion sector will -shrink;in the.ini- 


tite CCLSt rif the Civn' Admlnistra-' organizations wth ab'actu^oper,-’. Strip. A,..prominent role for a 


agricultural productivity*-support 
technical and managerial advisory 
services for industry and com¬ 
merce,’ and assist in the formula¬ 
tion of sectoral development 
policies. 

The United Nations contributes 
to Palestinian cultural life and 
social services for youth, persons 
with disabilities and women 
through UN-sponsored youth 
activities centers, community 
rehabilitation centers, and 
women's programs centers. For 
many years, the United Nations 
has provided technical support 
and assistance to Palestinian 
NGOs working in health, educa¬ 
tion, agriculture, industry, com¬ 
merce, training, and women's 
issues. 

During the first year of the 
Interim period, the United 
Nations should concentrate its 
resources in support of two over¬ 
all goals. The means used to 
achieve these goals should 
emphasize the direct and indirect 
creation of 15,000 or more job 


tial years of t&e'inttrlm "period ds ‘ 
the Palestinian authority reforms 
taxation policy and establishes its 
own tax collection mechanisms. 
Services provided by United . 
Nations agencies should also Be 
protected, particularly as the Pal¬ 
estinian authority is expected to 
assume responsibility for 
UNRWA services in the.fitture. 

The United Nations could ini¬ 
tiate a wide range of .sectoral 
activities, a number of which 
could .begin within 90 days, 
which would directly contribute 
to the development of essential 
physical and human resources. 
Other activities, more in the 
nature of technical assistance and' 
research, would help to provide 
an information base and poBcy 
options in areas of pressing need 
for the . Palestinian 
administration. 

The total cost of proposed • 
activities amounts to 
$138,250,000, an increase of 
about 55 percent over the present 
level of operations. These 


ational presence in .d^ WesCBahk • 
aocf Gaza - Strip,7 UNDP; united 
Nations Children's Fund, 
(UNICEF) and United Nations 
Relief and -Works _ Agency.. 
(UNRWA). - Each, are present .in 
East Jerusalem. In the Gfia Strip. 
UNDP and UNRWA - sic also 
present.'-.- '*• y 

UNDP activities concentrate on 
provision and improvement of 
basic infrastructure,' enhancing 
Palestinian capacity : in the areas 
of governance and public admin¬ 
istration, strengthening the eco¬ 
nomic base of-the West Bank-and 
(Gaza Strip, particularly in agricul¬ 
ture, industry; and trade, and 
information exchange' among 
donor governments and'interna- - 
tional organizations. 

UNICEF programs -focus on 
strengthening' .community-level 
structures, particularly^on disad¬ 
vantaged groups: in areas such as 
primary health care;-basic educa¬ 
tion, physiotherapy, and psycho- 
logjcaLtrauma- . . 

UNRWA programs' are mainly 
in the areas of primary and pre- 


ak^Smatqfappointcd by the. Sec- 
r^uy-G^ral could be highly, 
beneficial in mobilizing resources 
cooperating with the international 
community . and strengt hen ing 
"■inter-agency collaboration. 

In addition to United Nations 
agencies, Non-Govcmmenial 
Organizations (NGOs) in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip have 
capacity to help improve living 
conditions. International NGOs 
have long-standing experience in 
providing development assistance 
to-Palestinians and have played, 
an-important role in supporting 
the growth of Palestinian institu¬ 
tions. Particular consideration 
should-be given to supporting 
Palestinian NGOs with- ongoing 
programs in income generation, 
health services, agricultural and., 
enterprise development, and edu¬ 
cation, training and research. 
UNDP, UNRWA and UNICEF- 
have extensive contacts and - 
cooperation with both intema- ■ 
tional and Palestinian NGOs in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. ■ 


By Dr Khairi Janbek 

MR CHRISTOPHER has come 
to the region and left it with the 
impression that his visit was pri¬ 
marily concerned with pushing 
forward the negotiations on the 
Syrian-Israeli track. His trip to 
Jordan proved to be nothing more 
than a courtesy call on a country 
with long-standing ties to die 
USA, as well as an opportunity to 
meet Mr Arafat to inform him 
Washington would not intercede 
on behalf of the Palestinians to 
force Israel to stick to the timeta¬ 
ble of withdrawal from the 
agreed areas in the Occupied 
Territories. 

The most apparent result of Mr 
Christopher's tour is the success 
of Syrian foreign policy and its 
position regarding negotiations 
with Israel and its vision of peace 
to end the Arab-lsraeli conflict. 
Right from the beginning of the 
Madrid negotiations, it was obvi¬ 
ous Israel preferred to negotiate 
separate peace agreements with 
each individual Arab country, 
rather than deal with the coun¬ 
tries as a single block. 

However, many factors played 
against the Israeli desire, of pre¬ 
venting them from achieving any 
success when following such a 
strategy. For a start, there is the 
fact of geography which unites 
the Arab countries of confronta¬ 
tion under one entity. The lands 
occupied by Israel are not merely 
pieces severed from individual 
entities, but cany the name of 
occupied Arab territories regard¬ 
less of the narrow regional label 
attached to diem, historically that 
of the Fertile Crescent. Conse¬ 
quently. Israel was given the 
understanding that the peace 
negotiations arc . a collective 


The Road front Madrid; 

Realization of a dream, 


or the 


beginning of a nightmare? 


responsibility of all the countries 
of that region without any indi¬ 
vidual entity having a monopoly 
over any individual decision. 

On the hi stone-political level, 
the Unitarian political message 
advocated by the Hashemites, 
which played a major role in the 
emergence of the modem day 
political set-up. is still the same 
message of unity which blocked 
the Israeli path of achieving Arab 
capitulation. The forces ..of com¬ 
mon reality and destiny of the 
Arab people were also perceived 
as obstacles in the path of Israeli 
decisive plans. 

The big break for Israel came 
as the PLO agreed to conduct 


Gaza-Jericho agreement had the 
effect of a thunderbolt in-, the 
Arab world. The united position, 
of the countries of confrontation, 
was suddenly compromised; and. 
an immediate . response ; -was 
required to deal with the new'cir¬ 
cumstances. Jordan, after recov¬ 
ering from the after-shocks of the 
PLO-Israeli deal, responded by 
affirming its' position to respect 
the Palestinian decision to nego¬ 
tiate with Israel individually. 
Syria and Lebiaion 'tbtagh,--not 
showing signs of outright 1 hostil¬ 
ity to the PLO, still view the 
whole affair of the GazarJerichp, 
Option with suspicion and. dis¬ 
may. For a while, it seemed the 


The impact of the Gaza-Jericho agreement 
had the effect of a thunderbolt in the Arab 
world The united position of the countries 
of confrontation was suddenly 
compromised, arid an immediate response i 
was required to deal with the new 
circumstances 


secret negotiations in Oslo, while 
tiie official Palestinian delegation 
tried to hammer out Palestinian 
demands for self-detennination is 
Washington. The impact of-the 


PLO's decision to negotiate indi¬ 
vidually weakened the Arab' bar-. 
gaining position and divided con-_ 
frontation countries into seeking' 
private agreements with IsraeL. 


Secret negotiations, ' similar to 
those conducted -with the PLO. 
did- not materialize however, and 
the remaining : Arab negotiating 
. countries affirmed tfiefr adherence 
to an indivisible ^ ’Comprehen-' 
sive . peace “' plan. Jordan ■" has 
already stated that it wfll not relhi-. 
quidt ite rights oy» occupied Jor- 
. daman lands, the issue of.refri- 
.' gees, and water rights; for Syria, 

- the question of Israeli withdrawal. 
from the: Golan;Heights remains 

- the key . to any futurt^agreeinenf- 
" with - Israel and likewise for the 

Lebanese regaiianig'.;Vobcupaed 
southern \ Lebanon; Pressure has 
been .appUed^hot. pnTy iby the 

- USA and Israsl. '.btrt^others as 
well, on.all-three oountries^tofol- 

. low the samepath pfQw PLOand 
conduct Individual^seaef negotia-. 
•tions< -with Israel , fe:- dnaSr. to : 
.achieve;private agreements.,-The 
nbti^-pf Tndrvjti^ is 

stiU bigh' bn tike ■ Israeli ; agenda; 
ihd Esita^ snen etii ; -seems/;» 

" stem from' its’’ ability to divide' 
-Arab ■ negotiating' countries -into. 

. pri^ ii^erest groups." if “Israel; 
manages to adfieve ' such van . 
. <*jective,-dieih.tbe Arab"cc«frbii-.:.' 

-"pitted.' 

"agaiust/eaefi ;other” wi& conse?-'- ■ 
; quences vergrog ta total calamity;' . 
;- Ibis rekination of calamity ilSs: 

■ -1 - -_v.a-j.:_r 


Syria; ' and Lebdnpn. ; J rhe hope , 
that Jordan wiH suowml) to sU 


demands made on It, through 
economic pressures and political 
isolation has failed dismally. For 
Jordan is still a respected mem- 
. ber of the international cornmu- 
; bit y, adamant about pursuing an 
economic policy 'or 'self-, 
sufficiency, and stronger than 
ever before with itsinstitiitibnal- 
' aed democracy. All hopes of 
cutting Jordan out of a compre¬ 
hensive -peace settlement have 
failed despite the conspiratorial 

■ efforts used agaiinsr ir. 

. 'Syri a has emerged much 
stronger to show the world that 
without its.- compliance,' there •' 
would-be no Arab peace with 
all the- predictions : 
wpniediate acceptance of ’ 

■ Israeli demands of an unaccepta--. 
ble peace treaty, (especially after 
the demise of toe Socialist camp,"' • 

• tad the support of Cirtf states of - 
me Gaza-Jericho plan).' 

' /The'defection of the PLO did'' 
not weaken the resolve of Ar;tf> ' 
confrontation countries W 
a comprehensive peace 
settlement with Israel. To r& ' : 

brou 8 ht ' con-: 
mucl > closer ';■■■ 
together tad united their, object: 

solution to its prob- - 
lems with Israel, and that is\ii 5 - 

Continued on page 5 
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By Michael Parks 

i^rV S ^ EM ~ _WHER£ 

s&sss 

Disillusionment had set in even 
perore Israel and the Palestine 
uDeration Organization failed 
unday to agree on base condi- 
* ons for Palestinian self- 
government in the Gaza Strip 
K 1 the W«t Bank district ofJer- 
JJf* delaying Israel with¬ 
drawal from the regions. 

Israelis and Palestinians are 
suit burying their dead from a 
conflict that is supposed to be 

over. The West 

JOip appear to be slipping into 
an accelerating cycle of political 
violence where murders and 
revenge, ambushes and counter¬ 
attacks daily destroy prospects 
for peace. 

Palestinians, moreover, feel lit¬ 
tle has changed in their daily 
Jives. There are still army road¬ 
blocks and checkpoints, humifiat- 
,n S searches and long delays in 
getting endless permits for the 
most mundane things. Several 
hundred political prisoners 
returned home, but thousands 
roore remain in Israeli detention 
centers. 

And impatience has mounted 
over the drawn-out negotiations 
between Israel and the PLO. 
Israelis fear too much is being 
given away, Pales tinian s com¬ 
plain they are gening too little, 
and both feel the process has 
become as bogged down as was 
the case in the past 

All these elements, particularly 
the surge in terrorism, had 
-*■. emer g e d strongly in recent weeks 
to shift public opinion away from 
thepeace accord. 

The failure of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and PLO Chair¬ 
man Yassir Arafat to resolve 
their differences at their meeting 
Sunday in Cairo thus seemed to 
confirm the fears of many That 
the accord on Palestinian auton- 


i ^ 




Public losing faith in 
Israeli-Palestinian 
peace accord 


oxny was unraveling. 

The Palestinian-Israeli 

dynamic, in reality, is far more 
complex. The political forces that 
(nought the accord on Palestinian 
autonomy and an Israeli with¬ 
drawal remain strong, the ulti¬ 
mate foundation for solving not 
only the Palestinian question but 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Rabin and Arafat, moreover, 
both need, and rather badly so, to 
make a success of their pact. 

"The Israeli-Palestinian con¬ 
flict is not a love story to be 
resolved by a kiss or a hand¬ 
shake,” Israeli Police Minister 
Moshe Shahai bad said in a 
weekend interview, "but agree¬ 
ment is a necessity that can be 
met by true realism .—There is 
really no alternative for either 
side." 

Both sides had foreseen the 
need for further negotiations— 
the few months allocated had 
plainly not been enough—and 
the delay announced Sunday con¬ 
sequently signaled an impasse, 
admittedly on the most sensitive 
issues but not a breakdown of the 
whole process. 

The surge in violence in 
recent weeks hardened Israeli 
demands for security guarantees, 
both in real terms to protect the 
Jewish sealers who will continue 
to live in Gaza and the West 
Bank, but also politically to dem- 



Arafat 

onstrate the Rabin government's 
concern for the 125,000 settlers. 

But the PLO needed, even 
more than before, to show its 
own toughness by getting tangi¬ 
ble concessions from Israel— 
enlargement of the autonomous 
Jericho district, control of the 
international border crossings 
into Gaza from Egypt and to Jeri¬ 
cho from Jordan, and many sym¬ 
bols of an independent state. 

Both Rabin and Arafat mean¬ 
while are facing increasing oppo¬ 
sition to the accord, Rabin from 
Israel’s security-conscious public 
as well as from the vocal West 
Bank settlers, Arafat from 


Rabin 

Islamic fundamentalists, Marxist 
radicals and even reformers 
within his own ranks. 

The pressure has been unremit¬ 
ting on both men to take a harder 
line and retreat from compro¬ 
mises reached in secret negotia¬ 
tions last summer for the Declara¬ 
tion of Principles that laid the 
foundation for Palestinian self- 
government, the Israeli with¬ 
drawal and future relations. 

The delay in implementing the 
accord, however, increases their 
vulnerability to extremists, Pales¬ 
tinian and Israeli alike, who have 
found in provocative terrorism a 
strategy that undermines the 


whole process. 

"It is easy to get into a cycle of 
violence, and very hard to get out 
of it," Shahai said. "Israelis can 
never overlook the death of one 
of our people, and the murder of 
innocent Palestinians, such as we 
had last week, justifies the call 
for more violence." 

For this reason. Ran Cohen, a 
liberal member of the Israeli Par¬ 
liament, criticized the delay as 
"allowing the hideous murderers 
lo continue their actions against 
innocent victims and to try to tor¬ 
pedo the peace process." 

But there is no way back, 
either for Rabin or for Arafat; 
politically, they are yoked 
together so tightly that a gain for 
one benefits the other and a 
defeat for one barms the other. 

Rabin, painfully aware of his 
diminished support among cen¬ 
trist Israelis, cannot say that the 
deal with the PLO was all a blun¬ 
der and survive politically. He 
remains convinced, in facL that 
he was correct and that only he 
can lead Israel through perhaps 
the most fundamental of the 
many strategic shifts it has made 
in its 45 years. 

Arafat similarly cannot retreat, 
for that would mean turning over 
the Palestinian leadership to the 
radicals, now an unholy alliance 
of Islamic fundamentalists and 
the far left, admitting that they 


are correct in continuing to call 
for an armed straggle to bring 
about the destruction of Israel. 

Compromises thus must be 
found in the next 10 days on the 
outstanding issues, and Rabin, 
while negotiating from a position 
of great strength, must satisfy 
Arafat's political needs to serve 
his own. 

"It is an impressive show of 
coolness on the pan of both lead¬ 
ers, saying let's not run ahead and 
just do something under pres¬ 
sure," Dedi Zucker. an Israeli 
member of ParSamenr from the 
left-wing Meretz Party, a member 
of the governing coalition, com¬ 
mented. "But they must use the 
time well—they have paid a high 
political price for it." 

. The principal danger now 
appears to be that the stall in the 
drive toward peace becomes per¬ 
manent, that the momentum lost 
in recent weeks is not recovered 
and that the cycle of violence 
comes to govern the speed of the 
negotiations. 

"Time is of the essence," the 
leftist newspaper Al Hamishmar 
observed Sunday. "Every delay 
in carrying out (the interim 
arrangement) is liable to create 
unforeseen problems and a loss 
of control." 

Elias Freij. the mayor of Beth¬ 
lehem in the West Bank, warned 
that the 10-day delay in imple¬ 
menting the original agreement 
"will create among Palestinians 
many more doubts about the true 
intentions of the Israel." 

Much will depend, Freij said, 
on whether Israel follows up 
immediately with moves, such as 
the release of Palestinian prison¬ 
ers. to rebuild confidence in the 
accord. "People want to see and 
feel and taste the change, and 
they don’t so far." he said. ■ 


LA Times- Wash!ngtoo Post 
News Service 


Little expected of peace accord in Gaza Strip 


By Mark Fineman 

* JAB ALIYA CAMP, Israeli- 
Occupied Gaza Strip—Almost 
since birth, 32-year-old Ziad Sha- 
heen has lived beside the tower¬ 
ing fence, the guard towers and 
the machine-gun nests that are 
the enduring symbols of Israel's 
military occupation—the army 
camp that controls his and thou¬ 
sands of other Arab lives just a 
few feet from his refugee hovel 
in the heart of this desperate scrip 
of land. , 

Satunfely’ d^£ u '$hahe6n ; ftEt : 
the wo/St Aiir^raeii; 

army fool patrol took him from 
his home at gunpoint, he said, 
pushed him against a wall and 
beat him along with two of his 
Palestinian refugee neighbors. 
The soldiers, he said, repeatedly 
demanded that he identify those 
who had stoned them earlier in * 
the day. 

It was jusl another day under 
occupation, as hope faded that it 
actually would be the lasL 

Yd.’on the eve of the date that 


nearly 80,000 men. women and 
children in the largest Palestinian 
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip 
had hoped would be die begin¬ 
ning of Israel's military with¬ 
drawal, there was little bitterness 
in Shaheen's heart. 

"They beat me yesterday. But 
today, I still welcome the peace," 
a bruised Shaheen said, sipping 
lea in the sand in the shadow of 
the camp fenoe. "Some of the 
people in Gaza agree with this 
peace plan. Some reject iL Per¬ 
sonally, I still welcome it." he 
said. ."Sinrci was altiduptilnow \ 
I ’am Always tinder, occupation^ 
All that time, it's the Israelis 
demanding. 'Where is your iden¬ 
tity card?* "Don't go here.’ 'Don't 
go there. 1 1 am beaten by soldiers. 

My cousins are in prison. 
Enough! It's time to be free. It's 
time to have our land back, even 
if it's only a small piece." 

Shaheen's was only one of 
nearly one million often- 
conflicting views in Gaza, the 
impoverished land that was to be 
freed first, beginning Monday, 


under the agreement signed by 
Israel and the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organization on 13 Septem¬ 
ber in Washington. 

But. Shaheen's also was the 
most optimistic of the many 
voices here Sunday, a day offer¬ 
ing little impetus for hope- 

Negotiations between Israeli 
Prime Munster Yitzhak Rabin 
and PLO Chairman Yasser Ara¬ 
fat rtiar many Gazans believed 
would pave the way for the 
scheduled withdrawal stalled in 
Cairo. Israeli officials announced 
np.' plans to puffing ouLthe 

occupation fqjpe,;a.phased with¬ 
drawal that was'a key component 
of the agreement signed on the 
White House lawn three months 
ago. 

On the contrary, Israeli mili¬ 
tary officials indicated that their 
forces would be beefed up along 
Gaza's main roads and around 
the Jewish settlements in the 
Occupied Territories. 

The Islamic Resistance Move¬ 
ment, Hamas has called for a 
general strike throughout Gaza 


Monday to protest an agreement 
that has yet to show any substan¬ 
tive changes in the daily lives of 
Gaza residents. Many Palestinian 
groups have sharply criticized 
Arafat's peace plan in recent pub¬ 
lic debates here. And the armed 
wings of virtually every Palestin¬ 
ian political group have vowed to 
continue attacking Israeli troops 
and Jewish sealers in Gaza until 
the last soldier withdraws. 

There were no concrete signs 
of an imminent troop pullout 
Sunday 'on GazaY • CnimbIMg : ' ; 
streets r i r, ahd in 'peigfi&cfffiooifs 1 '! 
snfewtf’With heaps of trash 'arid'" 
human waste. Heavily armed 
Israeli patrols continued through¬ 
out the territory into the night. 

Not even the man Arafat 
appointed as mayor of Gaza City 
expected much of substance from 
the Israelis Monday. 

"Something could happen with 
symbolic value, but nothing sub¬ 
stantial," said Mansour Shawa, a 
wealthy and prominent Gazan 
who was handpicked by Arafat to 



Jabalia —wearing for better times 


form a new Palestinian municipal 
council that will govern and 
reconstruct the ruined territorial 
capital. 

"The euphoria of last Septem¬ 
ber is gone already. I don't think 
there will be much trouble at this 


point But there is a lot of confu¬ 
sion and fear in Gaza for the ordi¬ 
nary people. They need some¬ 
thing to build their hope." ■ 

LA limes Washington Post 
Newsservice 


Jewish settlers in Gaza fencing 

themselves in! 


By Susan Sachs 


ISRAELI-OCCUPIED GAZA 
STRIP—Jewish settlers living in 
this seaside citadel of flower 
beds and barbed wire prudently 
send would-be visitors a map, 
complete with snaking detours 
and danger zones. 

"Don't turn left there! Thats a 
Palestinian refugee camp," cau¬ 
tions a settlement spokeswoman 
giving directions over the tele¬ 
phone. "And slay off that 
road—the Arabs use it." 

For the 3.000 Israelis clus¬ 
tered in heavily guarded 
enclaves in the Gaza Strip and 
scrupulously shunning contact 
nidi their one million Palestin¬ 
ian neighbors, the perimeter or 
comfort is shrinking. , . 

The six-ycar-old Palestinian 
uprising, or Intifada, built a bar¬ 
rier of fear between Jew and 
Arab in Gaza. Now the barrier 
has taken tangible form: Antici¬ 
pating an army withdrawal from 
Gaza in line with the PLO-Israel 
autonomy accord, soldiers are 
building a high fence that will 
mark off and enclose Jewish set- 
S dements from the surrounding 
.Arab population. 

"We have no future here. I 
can see that from all the agree¬ 
ments the government is making 
with the PLO." said Ze'ev Micz- 
bk. who grows greenhouse roses 
and tomatoes in Gnei TaL one of 
[he 12 communities malting up 
Gush Katif. "But [Prime Minis- 
(,»r Yitzhak) Rabin wants to 
ItMve the army in the Gaza Strip 
,n case something goes wrong, 
•io he needs us. We're his 
excuse. We're cannon fodder." 

Miczlik described himself as 
one of a small group that is rea¬ 
listic about Gaza," having 
matched Intifada attacks on 
.strike terror in the settle¬ 


ment he helped found. His chil¬ 
dren no longer go to the beach 
alone and get hysterical if their 
parents try to go out at night. 

"There will be some fanatics 
who will stay on the roof to the 
end," Miezlik said, referring to 
some extremist and ultra- 
Onhodox settlers who vow to 
stay behind their electrified 
fences in Gaza, no matter what. 
"But we know there's no consen¬ 
sus in Israel to keep Gaza. It's 
considered a place with a lot of 
trouble." 

In accordance with the agree¬ 
ment. the Israeli military with¬ 
drawal from Arab population 
centers in Gaza is supposed to 



Settlements—enclave development 


begin Monday and be completed 
by April. Administrative and 


police control is to be 
io Palestinians. 


transferred 


Palestine Liberation Organiza¬ 
tion Chairman Y as sir Arafat and 
his negotiators want the settle¬ 
ments disbanded as pan of a final 
resolution, and talk of Israeli dis¬ 
engagement in Gaza as the key to 
peace in the troubled strip of land 
over the coming transition years. 
Settlement leaders speak of Pales¬ 
tinian autonomy as if it were a 
sort of spreading pollution. We 
refuse to allow autonomy to enter 
areas of Jewish settlement," 
declared Zvi Hendel, secretary of 
the council that represents Gush 
Katif and three other isolated 
Gaza settlements of about eight 
Jewish families each, set in the 
midst of Palestinian farmland and 
shantytowns. 


There is talk of autonomy 
near the beaches and agricultural 
lands within Gush Katif, and we 
will oppose this, too," he added. 

"Likewise, we're not willing to 
have a situation where Arafat can 
give a permit to build an 80-story 
tower next to my house. Our 
homes have to be cleansed of 
autonomy." 

Final details of the army pull¬ 
back and self-rule are still being 
hammered out in negotiations. 
But the settlers and the army, 
which is supposed to redeploy in 
Gaza to protect them, have 
already been at odds. 

Israeli commanders wanted to 
move troops from central Gaza 
towns to new bases within the 
Jewish settlements. The settlers 
refused, saying their homes 
would become army camps. The 
army backed down and said it 
would build bases just outside the 
settlements. ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
Newsservice 


Middle East Beat 

by Khairl Janbek 

US PRESIDENT Bill Oinion has urged the United Nations to 
intensify- its work with regard to the respecr of human rights. UN 
Secretary General Butrous Bu trout; GhaJi was distributing awards 

to people with distinguished service in ihe field of human rights. 
Every dictator in the world was urging the others to respect 
human rights. It is not nationalism (W is the last refuge of a 
scoundrel, but rather, it is the defense of human rights that has 
become such a refuge. 

The term human rights is not a defined concept, and conse¬ 
quently. it is always an easy option for all politicians of all creeds 
to use and abuse it at will and with impunity. One may ask then if 
it is a legal term, and if so. could ii be enforced internationally? Or 
is it merely an instrument of political expediency which can be 
utilized in order to vilify, or conversely, glorify one regime or the 
other? In a cynical worid. one can only assume that (he notion of 
human rights abuses is subject to the judgment of certain political 
attitudes, mainly those of the member slates of the UN Security 
Council and their dependents. 

The definition of human rights is still j term identified by its 
Western origin of free enterprise and capitalism. It guarantees the 
political rights of the individual, his essential freedoms of associa¬ 
tion, speech and organization and (hat of worship. There was a 
time when such concepts were challenged by the then Socialist 
Camp which did not give much value to the political freedom of 
the individual, but saw human rights in terms of economic secur¬ 
ity. During the division of the world into two opposing camps, 
abuses were justified as means of combating opposing ideologies 
by proxy and in distant lands. The countless inters entions by the 
US and the Soviet Union to support their proxies around die 
world turned the term of respect for human rights into a real 
mockery. 

Now, with the end of the East-West confrontation, and die 
emergence of the era of nationalism in its most ugly form, ethnic 
exclusiveness, the old formula, though defunct and useless, is still 
being applied and respected by its Western propagators. If it is 
true that there is only one concept of human rights and it is inter¬ 
nationally applicable, then it has to be expanded. It must include 
the human and cultural achievements of socialism, as well as the 
contribution of (he other cultures of the world in the field of 
human advancement and refinement. 

The Western world cannot sit on its laurels, in a self- 
congratulatory manner haring proved the assumed superiority of 
its culture over that of socialism. For the victory ol one political 
and socio-economic system over the other docs not mean rigidity 
in thought, and ossification of actions. But it means greater 
momentum and better understanding of the kaleidoscope of world 
cultures. Otherwise, the Western belief in human rights will be 
nothing more than paying lip sen-ice to a vacuous concept. If the 
words of any independent observer arc not enough, then perhaps 
the defenders of human rights can ask (he Bosnians, the Somalis, 
the Palestinians, and many others, the meaning of human rights. If 
the Western world, and primarily the member states of the Secur¬ 
ity Council wish to propagate the idea of human rights seriously 
then perhaps, they ought to start respecting the different ways in 
which other societies may wish to live amfdevelop independently 
of the mould set for them as a model to follow. More importantly, 
perhaps they could encourage all governments to respect the 
human rights of their citizens even by cocreion if necessary, 
instead of using human rights selectively, as an excuse to justify 
the unjustifiable. 

It is not enough to applaud small steps for improremems in the 
respect of human rights? For there is either respect for the con¬ 
cept, or there is not. Human rights cannot be measured in ratios 
and percentages in comparative terms between one country and 
another. Either there is a whole or just fractions of respect of 
humanity. 

Unfortunately, the day in which a new and comprehensive defi¬ 
nition for human rights is lo emerge, is still very far away. Politi¬ 
cal expediency will still prevail, and human rights abuses, whether 
ignored or exposed, will still be judged in selective terms accord* 
ing to the circumstantial battle orders. 

Perhaps the UN ought to start‘from the beginning by identifying 
the factors that constitute a human, (hen develop the meaning of 
the word rights. But (he way in which a biological and philosophi¬ 
cal term can be reconciled with a legal term will prove to be way- 
above the modest resources of the UN. ■ 


Realization of a dream 


Contined from page 1 

strength, being pan of a whole. 
Syria's adamant and principled 
position of seeking Israeli with¬ 
drawal from the Golan and south 
Lebanon has secured President 
Assad a pivotal role in any peace 
settlement in the region, and 
established Syria as a strong 
regional power with immense 
leverage on the international 
arena. Syria's position has also 
earned it a request from President 
Clinton for a summit meeting 
with President Assad in Geneva, 
to push forward the peace negoti¬ 
ations. That's a far cry from the 
days of accusations towards 
Syria of any terrorist attack under 
the sun and the intermittent sev¬ 
ering of diplomatic relations. 
Where would present circum¬ 
stances lead the PLO, a place in 
the sun, or the land of perpetual 
shadows? Obviously, when Mr 
Arafat made the decision for the 
PLO to negotiate outside the Jor¬ 
danian umbrella, he took the cal¬ 
culated risk of upsetting the bal¬ 
ance in the negotiations, and 
isolating himself from the rest of 
the negotiating countries. He has 
removed the PLO from the axis 
of Jordan. Syria and Lebanon, 
replacing it with a new path pass¬ 
ing through Cairo. It is only natu¬ 


ral for Arafat to switch his sys¬ 
tem of alliances according to the 
new* realities he has accepted, for 
Egypt is the most qualified Arab 
country lo mediate between the 
PLO and Israel, as the signatory 
of the Camp David agreement. 
His relationship with the Gulf 
slates has improved considerably, 
and the PLO has been legitima¬ 
tized internationally. But is this 
new reality enough to proceed 
into the future confidently, with¬ 
out the old axis he dumped so 
quickly and willingly? After all, 
doesn't Mr Arafat realize that 
good neighborly relations include 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon? He 
may think that once he achieves 
some form of agreement with 
Israel, dealing with the rest of the 
Arabs will be easy. But one can 
be sure that Mr Arafal is not so 
inexperienced to realize that 
without the rest of the confronta¬ 
tion countries there will be no 
peace. 

If the Arab dream of peace 
rums out to be a blazing inferno 
of Arab differences and animos¬ 
ity, titi« lime there will be no 
shortage of scapegoats. ■ 

Dr Janbek is an historian and a 
regular contributor to The Star. 


Palestinians newest concern 


Will human rights be upheld? 


By Michael Parks 

JERUSALEM—A ten J b ^ 

thought runs through the mind of 
Raii Sourani. director of the 
Gaza Center for Rights and Law. 
these davs: What if the Palestin- 
££ government that takes over 

the Gaza Strip proves to be 
worse than Israel’s military 

.. 

Sourani said, "because we will 
have all the old problems from 
the occupation and a number of 
new questions for which we have 
S C from the Palestinian 

10 creaje our 
Palestinian national “ijwijg 
correctly—iJ is 

our future state but I ooum 
very strongly that we will. That s 


why 1 am afraid. Scared to death, 
in fact" 

Sourani is not alone in his 
skepticism and fear. Other vete¬ 
ran human rights campaigners 
and political leaders are raising 
serious questions about the pro¬ 
tection of human and civil rights 
when the Palestine Liberation 
Organization assumes authority 
in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho next year. 

Long a rallying cry for Pales¬ 
tinians under Israeli occupation, 
human rights must become a pri¬ 
ority of the new interim authority 
and an issue defining the charac¬ 
ter of what Palestinians hope will 
become their own independent 
stale, rights activists are tefling 
the Palestinian leadership. 

'Our people look at the politi¬ 
cal situation in Syria, in Jordan. 


in Egypt, in Iraq, and where do 
they find human rights, where do 
they see democracy?" asked Dr 
Mahdi F Abdel Hadi, director of 
the Palestinian Academic Society 
for the Study of International 
Affairs. "This is one cause for 
worry. Another cause is the 
uncertainty of this transition. 
What are we moving to? We 
have ideas, but no assurances. 
How will we get to this new soci¬ 
ety? Again, some ideas, but no 
assurances. Rights—human 
rights, civil rights, political rights, 
economic rights—are what our 
people wanL" 

But recent developments have 
increased Palestinian fears*. 
Infighting in Gaza among mem¬ 
bers of Fatah, the principal group 
within the PLO. has been murder¬ 
ous. with assassinations frequent. 


Palestinians suspected of collabo¬ 
rating with the Israelis are still 
being executed despite amnesty 
calls by leaders. 

Recruits for the new Palestin¬ 
ian police come principally from 
Fatah, and PLO leaders have 
pledged that the new police force 
would be "hard and swift” in 
establishing order. 

"When I see nothing in the 
accord on human rights, I get 
worried." Sourani said. "When I 
see there is to be a 'strong police 
force,' I get afraid. Ami when I 
see the situation in the streets— 
85 wounded by the Israelis here 
in a single day just [last] week— 
and think about what is happen¬ 
ing. I stan to tremble." 

Last month four exiled Pales¬ 
tinian leaders, including a politi¬ 
cal adviser to PLO Chairman 


Yassir Arafat, called for assu¬ 
rances that the Palestine National 
Authority will be democratic and 
respect human rights. 

To do otherwise after coming 
this far would betray our whole 
struggle." Nabil Amru. the Arafat 
adviser and author of the petition 
circulating among Palestinian 
exiles, said in Amman. "But it 
will require a lot of effort." 

There are two sets of problems: 
Despite Israel's overall pledge of_ 
withdrawal, its forces, in fact, 
will just be pulling back. Reduced 
numbers, even in Gaza, will 
remain to mai n tain overall secur¬ 
ity and to protect Jewish settlers. 

"We will still be occupied 
because we still have Israeli sol¬ 
diers and Israeli settlers," Sourani 
said. Thai means wc will proba¬ 


bly have all the old human rights 
issues, including detentions, tor¬ 
ture. deportations, political pris¬ 
oners, censorship, (and restric¬ 
tions on) family reunification and 
free travel, although I hope on a 
reduced scale." 

Under international law. Israel 
will remain responsible for the 
Occupied Territories and their 
residents until it withdraws 
totally from them, according lo 
human rights groups. 

Despite more than two years of 
debate by Palestinian lawyers, 
basic questions about the kind of 
political system that a self- 
governing Palestine will have are 
unresolved—and unlikely to be 
resolved quickly because of the 
very lack of a democratic, deci¬ 
sion-making political structure. 

"At the start, the new (Palestin¬ 
ian) authority will be ruling by 
decrees, absolute and unappeala¬ 
ble," said Jan Abu Shakra. direc¬ 
tor of the Palestine Human Rights 
Information Center. "For a peo¬ 
ple that has experienced arbitrari¬ 
ness and brutality for more than 


25 years, this is a cause for fear. 
Legally, who will be accountable 
to whom? We don't know." 

A transitional Palestine 
National Authority is expected to 
promulgate basic decrees as soon 
as it is established and create an 
interim judicial system. But not 
even legal specialists are certain 
what provisions they will include. 
The Palestinians could find them¬ 
selves governing with Israeli mil¬ 
itary regulations, the specialists 
say. 

"We have no legislative author¬ 
ity to assess the situation and 
give answers." Sourani said. 
"Elections (for a legislative coun¬ 
cil) are planned for July, but that 
is far away. Until then, we have 
quite wide areas of legal uncer¬ 
tainty and thus arbitrariness, and 
this affects not only civil rights 
but issues such as private invest¬ 
ment or taxes or residence 
rights." ■ 

LA Tiines-Washington Post 
News Service 


J - 






























sacs 


6 THE STAR 


16 DECEMBER 1993 


Russian election not 
encouraging for US 


By Sonni Efron 

MOSCOW—IT was election day 
at the Krasnovardevski School 
and when US Senator John 
McCain came soliciting opin¬ 
ion5. the Communist Party poll 
watcher had plenty to go around 

"The term 'shock therapy' is 
offensive to a human being," said 
Yevgeni I Korver. Seeing that 
McCain, an Arizona Republican 
leading a team of election 
observers, was listening politely, 
Korver moved a step closer and 
let fly. 

"Who gave them the right to 
give me a shock?" Korver said. 
"1 want to work and decide for 
myself how to live. ... Only five 
to 10 percent of the population 
are benefiting from reforms. The 
rest are getting poorer." 

The next day. McCain was 
announcing to reporters that the 
Russian vote had been fair. But 
the results nearly flattened Yegor 
T Gaidar, Yeltsin's chief eco¬ 
nomic guru and the architect of 
the unpopular "shock therapy" 
reforms. 

From the US standpoint, the 
results are not encouraging. Not 
only will President Boris N Yelt¬ 
sin not have a democratic major¬ 
ity in parliament—he may wind 
up with a new legislature that he 
JiJres less than the one he dis¬ 
solved in September. 

The new constitution Yeltsin 
himself designed wiU surely 
make it easier to control parlia¬ 
ment But now that hard-line 
lawmakers have been legiti¬ 
mately elected, Yeltsin will find 


By Derek Ingram 

LEST 1993 gets written off as 
another bad year, the good news 
should be set down first for a 
change: 1993 was the year the 
Israelis shook hands with the Pal¬ 
estinians, the year peace and 
democracy came to Cambodia 
and held, Che year 21 parties 
signed up for democracy in 
South Africa, and the year a 
glimmer of a break showed in the 
political deadlock in Northern 
Ireland. 

The bad news was that the 
dying went on all year in Angola, 
Bdsnia, Somalia and in parts of 
the former Soviet Union and that 
the post-Cold War world contin¬ 
ued to be disordered and incoher¬ 
ent, with little sign of any 
encouraging new leadership yet 
emerging. 

■ A signpost to die future 
came on November 19 when Bill 
Clinton, 10 months into his presi¬ 
dency of the United States, sat 
with President Jiang Zemin of 
China and other leaders of 15 
Asian and Pacific countries and 
began to draw a new economic 
map for the world. 

Only hours before, Clinton had 
pushed through Congress, 
against expectations, ratification 
of NAFTA—the North American 
Free Trade Agreement—joining 
the US. Canada and Mexico into 
the world’s largest trading bloc. 
With the birth of the Single Mar¬ 
ket in Europe on 1 January and 
then of the European Union 
under the Maastricht Treaty in 
November, other trade groupings 
were shaping up. such as the 
Asia Pacific Economic Co¬ 
operation (APEC) and the Asso¬ 
ciation of Caribbean States. 

■ AND. over all this, loomed 
the culmination of seven years of < 
wrangling about a new General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) into which framework 
all these new trading groups were 
somehow supposed to fit. 

Not surprisingly, many of the 
poorer countries wondered what 
was in it for them. For some, the 
answer was: not much. Africa, 
already politically marginalized. 


harder to get rid of them. 

Preliminary election results 
point to a parliament as ideologi¬ 
cally diverse and divisive as Rus¬ 
sia herself. At least three frac¬ 
tious democratic parlies, 
including Gaidar's, will face off 
against the Communists and the 
radical nationalists led by Vladi¬ 
mir V Zhirinovsky. 

Until he beat Gaidar with a 
stunning 20 percent of the vote. 
Zhirinovsky had been dismissed 
as a fringe neo-fascist. 

He has called America "the 
Evil Empire," promised the for¬ 
mer Soviet republics that one day 
Russia will rule them again and 
said he looks forward to the day 
when Russia has a joint border 
with Germany. Most Russians 
thought him a buffoon except 
those to whom "shock therapy" 
was administered without 
anesthetic. 

By Monday. Zhirinovsky was 
announcing that he was ready to 
supply ministers to Yeltsin's 
Cabinet Deputy Prime Minister 
Anatoly B Chubais said that if 
the government tries to live up to 
any of the many promises Zhiri¬ 
novsky made on the campaign 
trail, "there will be World War 

m." 

Equally troublesome are feuds 
among the democrats, who 
blamed their own bickering for 
the setback. 

Kremlin rumor has it that Dep¬ 
uty Prime Minister Sergei M 
Shakhrai will be sacked for dis¬ 
loyalty if his party fails to muster 
the five percent vote needed to it 






Russian citizen carrying old 
Soviet flag casts his vote in 
Russian elections 

qualify for parliament And will 
the two most powerful demo¬ 
cratic leaders, Gaidar and rival 
free-market economist Grigory A 
Yavlinsky, cooperate to balance 
the new parliament's revanchist 
forces? Or will they polarize pro¬ 
gressive lawmakers? 

Many think Yeltsin will simply 
dissolve the new parliament if it 
fails to do his bidding. 

"Yeltsin's past experience does 
not show a lot of skill in working 
with parliament," said Andrei V 
Kononov of the USA and Can¬ 
ada Institute in Moscow. This 
guy is not ready to share power." 


Boris Yeltsin casts his vote 
on election day (December 
12) in Russia 

In fact, both the authoritarian 
new constitution and some 
shrewd bureaucratic maneuvers 
by Yeltsin have ensured that the 
newly elected lawmakers would 
need months, if not a year, before 
they could organize a serious 
challenge to him. 

First, the new parliament will 
have to play by brand-new rules. 

Each chamber must elect a 
leader, appoint committees, 
arrange office space and adopt 
parliamentary procedures that 
could differ from those of its 
Soviet-era predecessor. 

Second, the two chambers will 


be both physically and politically ■ 
isolated In an unsubtie move 
aimed at keeping parliamentary 
opposition from coalescing, Yelt¬ 
sin has decreed that the State 
Duma, or lower house of 450 
members, .and tire Federation 
Council, or upper bouse of 176 
members, will meet in separate 
buildings. The While House, 
whose mammoth dimensions and 
symbolic importance made it a 
counterweight to the Kremlin, 
will be used for government 
office space. 

Finally, Yeltsin has placed the 
parliament purse strings under 
presidential lock and key. 

Ruslan I Khasbulatov, the 
chairman of the former Supreme 
Soviet who now awaits trial for 
treason in a onetime KGB prison, 
made masterful use of bis power 
to dole‘ out cars, apartments. 
dachas and trips abroad to con¬ 
trol his People's Deputies. 

Now the apparatus that, con¬ 
trols perquisites for parliamentar¬ 
ians has been placed under the 
control of the presidential 
apparatus. 

Nevertheless,' each ' chamber 
will eventually probe the limits 
of its constitutional powers—and 
find them feeble. 

Yeltsin has the right to dissolve 
the Damn if it rejects his choice 
for Prime Minister three times, or 
if it votes no confidence in his 
Cabinet twice—bat not during 
the Duma's first year. 

Analysts say Yeltsin wilt use 
that time to try to fast-forward 
reforms, while the new parties 


will try to develop foeir 
constituencies. 

Yeltsin has another pubEc rela¬ 
tions problem: When he dis¬ 
solved the Supreme Soviet, he 
promised to hold presidential 
elections in June. La ter , he 
demurred, saying tbe parliament 
could decide. 

Now, the president cannot hold 
elections in June, lest Zhirinov¬ 
sky win. But if he lets parliament 
{twriife, Zhirinovsky's faction 
may demand an early contest 

Meanwhile, the question of 
Yeltsin’s health, a topic of end-: 
fe&s rumor and .-speculation, 
becomes ever more critical. 

Is the-President fit enough to 
serve out his term;-which endain 
June 2996? Front time to. time, 
Yeltsin seems to lumber, has 
labored breathing and appears to 
be drunk- 'The president himself 
says he does drink but never, 
becomes drunk. 

’ - US officials, who have; long 
been watching for signs of seri¬ 
ous illness or psychological insta¬ 
bility, say Yeltsin may take pain¬ 
killers when Ins back, troubles 
him. They say the Siberian is a 
heavy . drinker, occasionally a 
binge drinker, but seems, to have 
his drinking under control 

US officials also say they have 
heard but cannot confirm rumors 
that Yeltsin suffers from depres¬ 
sion—which could explain his 
periodic absences from public 
life—or other serious ailments. 

If Yeltsin were to fall ill or die, 
tbe new constitution, says the 
prime minister, would take oyer 
until new elections could be held 
in three months. 

If that were to happen today, 
said political analyst Alexander 
M Pflcayev, Zhirinovsky would 
likely be the next Russian 
president. 

"Yeltsin is now the only guar¬ 
antor of further democratic 
reform here," Pikayev said. ■ 

LA Tfrnes-Washington Post 

Newsservice 


The good times and the 

bad times in 1993 


looked like becoming more than prospect of peaceful change in 
ever economically marginalized.^South Africa wou^L rest on a 
as welL Itsown grandiose pJffliir: knife-edge. 
for a common market embracing-T* For now, ti^ ^ofeal ifocas'was 
all its countries'bad a target date increasingly on AsTa'aiid'particu- 


of 2020 and were simply on 
paper. 

■ THE greatest hope for 
Africa lay in what happened on 
November 17 in Johannesburg, 
when nearly two years of talking 
ended in the signing of a draft 
interim constitution that would 
end apartheid and lead to the first 
one-person-one-vote in South 
African history. 

A Transitional Executive 
Council (TEC) seL up in Decem¬ 
ber brought blacks into positions 
of power in South Africa for the 
first time, leading to elections in 
1994. It was the last act of a year 
that had seen relentless violence, 
the assassination of Chris Hani, 
charismatic key figure in the 
struggle, and the death of Nelson 
Mandela's lifelong friend and 
president of the African National 
Congress, Oliver Tarabo. 

The implications for (he rest of 
Africa of the development of a 
peaceful and prosperous South 
Africa were huge. The continent 
had been dogged by the conflict 
and the isolation of the country 
that had flowed from apartheid 
Now the way was being opened 
for the most highly industrialized 
economy in Africa to eventually 
become the continent's 
powerhouse. 

Thai, was not for tomorrow, or 
even the day after tomorrow, and 
for the immediate future the 
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larly tbe East and Southeast 
Until the beginning of the 1990s, 
Europe had long been seen as the 
central point of global political 
and economic action. The end of 
the Cold War, combined with 
recession, had changed all that 
Growth had almost stopped in 
Europe. Tbe biggest economy, 
Germany, was finding its eastern 
half difficult to digest 

■ RISING conflict with the 
ethnic minorities there, but also 
in France, was causing growing 
unease. Italy was driven by cor¬ 
ruption and scandals that reached 
to those who had been the high¬ 
est in the land. Unemployment 
was everywhere, in Spain reach¬ 
ing beyond 20 percent The 
closer the ties between the 12 
members of what is now called 
the European Union became on 
paper, the greater seemed to be 
the uncertainty and even dissen¬ 
sion. None was more mixed up 
than Britain, where a weak Prime 
Minister spent much of his time 
keeping followers aboard the 
European wagon. By the year's 
end. even Germany's resolve for 
a more unified Europe had begun 
to falter. 

■ IT came as something of a 
shock, nonetheless, when the 
Americans started saying, as they 
did in October, that their priori¬ 
ties no longer lay across the 
Atlantic but over the Pacific—to 
China and that growing band of 
countries that were being labelled 
the Tiger economies. 

■ IN March, the Chinese 
reconfirmed their intention to 
move further into a market econ¬ 
omy. Never short of ideas for 
coining phrases that cover a 
change of policy, amendments to 
the preamble to the constitution 
said China remained in the "pri¬ 
mary stage of socialism" in 
which quasi-capitalist and for¬ 
eign invested firms flourished 
alongside state enterprises in the 
interests of economic growth. 

They had already come a long 
way down the road to capitalism. 
The economic growth of some of 
the coastal provinces of China, 
admittedly coming from a low 
base, was sometimes a stagger¬ 
ing 20 percent. Much of it was 
generated via Hong Kong, the 
booming British colony which at 
year's end was only three-and-a- 
half yean from being handed 
back to China. 

■ HONG KONG was increas¬ 
ingly central to developments in 
East Asia. For the entire year, its 
government and the British were 
locked in round after round of 
talks in Beijing to ensure that 
modest moves towards democ¬ 
racy which the Governor. Mr 
Chris Patten, wants to put in 
place in 1994 and 1995, are 
maintained by the Chinese after 


the handover in mid-1997. Brit¬ 
ain wanted to ensure whqt 
became known as the "through 
train," which meant that council¬ 
lors elected in 1995 would sit for 
their full four-year term, strad¬ 
dling the transition of sove¬ 
reignty. After the 1 7th round in 
November, die Chinese were still 
not aboard the train. The talks 
deadlocked and Patten went 
ahead to implement part of his 
program. 

■ HONG KONG hung on 
every rumor of the condition of 
the 89-year-old Deng Xiaoping, 
who was now said to be in poor 
health. People likened the situa¬ 
tion to the last days of Mao and 
inevitably speculated about a 
power struggle. The presence of 
Jiang Zemin in Settle, USA and 
his talks with Clinton seemed to 


Peace? 

' Nobel FYizawktnais 
Mandela and Da Klerk 


the pattern was si milar : tbe 
relentless towards foe msg^ 
ket economy seemed toidmeate^a^ 
growing a^giarHnng u^fonmJ^ 
of thi along and standardization of 
lifestyles. Whichever way gov¬ 
ernment tilted politically, their 
economic formula was roughly 
the same. It remained difficult to 
believe that socialism m one form 
or another would not eventually 
return as an alternative, but for 
the time being nothing else was 
on offer. 

For the poor countries—and 
for the poor in rich countries— 
the outlook was increasingly 
bleak. The theory of the market 
was that the wealth would trickle 
down to tbe less fortunate; 
against that was foe fact that 
evermore cut-throat competition 
and materialistic instincts increas- 
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similan the arrival of a president who had not 
uds foe eyg» World War 


i tvm qneegginbKt jarirnfarsew eii. 

smifc 

and youthful Informality was a 
welcome antidote to foe mostly 
grey men-leading elsewhere. The 
political pundits did not give him 
much of a honeymoon. They 
were soon deciding he was going 
to be a failure. He was/they said, 
a ditherer and inexperienced and 
drove everyone mad because be 
never turned ,up for any appoint¬ 
ments cm time—a habit that 
might seem endearing in a world 
tyrannized by tbe clock and foe 
computer. 

Clinton picked a conservative 
team for his government with 
grey figures like Warren Christo¬ 
pher as Secretary of State and 
Les Aspin as Defense Secretary. 
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indicate his own domestic 
strength and the West took com¬ 
fort from the decisions to con¬ 
tinue down foe market road. 
China was steadily ditching com¬ 
munism but in a quite different 
and so far more orderly way than 
foe Soviet Union. 

■ EVERYWHERE, as tbe 
world moved into the middle of 
the 1 990 s, foe retreat from social¬ 
ism proceeded apace. India was 
now becoming a favorite for 
international investment as the 
government of Narasimha Rao 
eased regulations and began to 
make foe rupee folly convertible. 
Commentators began to talk 
about the awakening of a sleep¬ 
ing giant and "an economy that is 
beginning to take second place 
only to China as foe world's most 
exciting- 

■ COCA-COLA was a symbol 
of change. A deal with the India's 
biggest soft drinks business, Parle 
Exports, came 16 years after 
Coca-Cola had abandoned India 
because of exchange regulations. 
Tbe Americanization of foe globe' 
seemed unstoppable as people 
everywhere ate more and more 
hamburgers and fried chicken 
washed down with more and 
more American fizzy drink. 

Wherever you looked in 1993 


ingly sidelined the poor. Home- Within days he blundered domes- 
less people were now sleeping tically by malting his first reform, 
out in larger numbers in foe foe lifting of restrictions ‘ on 
frosty streets of the larger Euro- homosexuals joining foe armed 
pean capitals—a sight almost services. The military hierarchy,. 
unknown in the 1960s and nervous of a Vietnam draft- 
1970s—while governments dodger as their commander, soon 
curbed rather than enhanced the forced his retreat And'on tbe war 
benefits of a welfare state. in Bosnia, Clinton kept- threaten- 

It was an unfocused year, mg force and tben pulted away/: 
1993. The world was still trying ■ ATTACKS on US troops in 
to come to terms with what had the United Nations force:; in 
happened at the end of foe 1980s. Somalia (an involvement started 
Tbe ramifications of foe collapse by Bush) landed him with the 
of communism, the reunification blame for botched attempts to kill, 
of Germany, the break-up of the or capture clan leader (warlord to ; 
Soviet Union into separate states, some)-Gen. Mohammed Aideed. 
the legacy of a single superpower Later, when Clinton tried to re- . 
—all this was still working its frirfaTI Father' Jean-Bemard Aris- 
way through. And this at a time tide in Haiti , he had to pull back - 
when, paradoxically, the sup- there too. And when Yassir Ara- 
posed victors of the ideological fa and' Yitzhak : Rabin shook \ 
straggle found forir own system hands at the signing of the. peace 
floundering in a tunnel of races- agreement in the White House, - 
sion that still had no light at the . Clinton could not claim much 
and of it. . i credft because .foe agreement had -.' 

■ IN a year in which foe top "bee® forged in 'Norway after- 
political faces remained almost months of secret negotiation - 
unchanged, Bill .Clinton was a there. "Tv'C: 

refreshing new figure in' tire IN a year that began with foe 
White House. His arrival in Jana- signing in Moscow on 3 January 
ary was not accompanied, by. foe of the Strategic Arms Reduction - 
razmatazz of Kennedy's ariival in Treaty {START D), mkter tvfiid)". 
the 1960s, but there was the Russia and the US would disman-; 
sense that m bringing to an end tie two-thirds of their strategic 
foe 12 Reagan-Bosh years,'foe nadtear warheads, an old . ghost 
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Catholic state. They arc misguided, yet tire.re^o™*v^- 

also go back deep into history and many violent encounters »«n xne 

^^^BritisVhave lived so long with this problem on their doorstep 
that for Tong periods they tend to ignore iL . . 

Lately, however, the sheer horror of some of foe 
era Ireland has had its impact and feeling is /J; 

wincr be ended. British troops have now been in Northern Ireland for 

20-yeara at enemnous cost to the British economy. . , _ .- 

In any conflict, clandestine contact between enemies takes force, frcr 
i_itf Mivim. m <h* to A while vehemently denying 


ficnlt to argue that John Major was wrong to taxc inai cuu*i*.. 

In British poEtics today, there is probably no greater prize for a 
prime minister than peace in Ireland, even tas more lUustnous power 
cessors failed one by one. If he succeeds Major will have turned ras-; 
poor record at Ten Downing Street into a glowing, even formidable 
one.B 


came back to haunt foe US: 
North Korea. 

■ ON 12 March , its govern¬ 
ment annoururefowifodniwal from 

. foe Nuclear : Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. following, a decision ' by 
tire International Atomic Energy 
Agency to impose special inspect 
• tion needs. Despite threats of 
sanctions and appeal for reconf 
sideration of "the-decision North 
Korea stood firm. Inspection 
teams were-impeded'; and Clinton 
warned of the seriousness of the 
Korean moves. 

■ AN early test of Clinton 
domestically came, six weeks into 

of'h-fedtjfoat 

weapons and explosives in Waav 
Texas. Agents from the' Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms Boreas 
were repulsed: and a-siege fol¬ 
lowed throughout March. After 
51 days Attorney-General Janet 
Reno ordered the complex to be 
assaulted Cult leader David 
Koresh and 70 of his followers 
died as foe buQtfings went up in 
flames. Clinton defended Reno’s 
action and ordered an inquiry. 

■ IT bad not been a happy 
start, yet Qintonended the year 
strongly. He bad embarked on 
some of the biggest soda! 
reforms in .(be VS since the days 
of Franklin Roosevelt, aiming to 
bring for foe first time a proper 
medical social service to the mass 
of tbe people. He had put his able 
wife Hillary in. .charge of foe 
operation—a novel'White House 
team. He got through Congress a 
law curbing tbe ownership of 
gnns by individuals. And having . 
taken on Congress on ratification 
of NAFTA with Canada and _ 
Mexico—and won—tented to the 
Far East and Pacific Rim at the 
APEC summi t in Seattle. 

■ NOT everyone, was. comfort¬ 
able about foe U$. return to the. 
Far East. Prime Minister Moha¬ 
mad Mahathir of Malaysia, one 
of the Tiger economies with a 
growth rate bf rieariy niiie per¬ 
cent, boycotted Seattle became -. 
he felt the Americans were trying, 
to dormnatefoe. region/Mahathir 
bad become the- 1990s voice of 
tire , developing . world- 1 : He 
reflected- growing unease about 
tire post-Cold War world, espe-. 
daily among 1 foe middle-ranking 
and poorer countries: Many felt 
that too often, the United Nations 
was being- used to ^further US 
Imeresrs. to New York, US arm- 
twisting led „to' too much US 
influence on Security Council 
and General Assembly: decisions 
while in foe fieM tlre dommaikte 
of US expertise and equipment 

- often meant UN operations were 
in fact USoperations..'Die US 
was finding..foe 'UN: 1 a useful 
cover to punrc.eite'own policies.- 

■ THE. UN bad_ro roe. imo its . 
own since the . did of the Cold ' 

War. Its services had -never been 
more in ^demanfo- By -foe. end of ~ 
I993.it was revolved all over-foe 
wprld trying-td solve crises diplo¬ 
matically or rn; : military and 
peacekeeping operations, ;ft was - 
now dying ;to : do foe job it bad \ 

; been ;^ei’ up for . in. 1945. but - 
which'- 1 foe CoIdr War .fad- pre- : 

was. 

nowgrossly overstreufoed. \\ -. ' 
“ Countries now wahtal jt used 
In a host of situations," but. tirey - 
:were ndt so keen fo pay for it ; 
Then :;foere„ .was _ the ; Sorority. , 
CoonbT atoari^ fixed' . 

.permanent -nrerifoers'nrichaigetl 
since 1945 anti dte‘veto giving 
them absolute' control Japan and 


Germany wanted to break foe 
monopoly of the US, Russia, 
Britain, France and China, and so 
did foe developing world. India. 
Brazil and Indonesia had at least 
equal.claims to a place at the top 
table. 

■ MEANTIME, the UN record 
was spotty. The unlikely success 
in Cambodia was cheering. 
Against all predictions, UN- 
supervised elections in May were 
carried out peacefully with 20 
partial and a 90 percent turnout. 
The result was narrow and weeks 
of political maneuvering fol- 
jnwal ^^^ mn ^jnastej smrffter 

* by Sihanouk's son and former 
govennhent leader Hun Sen took 
over and in. September Sihanouk 
was crowned King. The much-: 
feared Khmer Rouge led by Pol 
! Pot failed to intervene in any of 
tire electoral stages and was even¬ 
tually invited to join tire govern¬ 
ment, but its forces in the north¬ 
ern bonier areas remained a 
threat and Sihanouk soon had 
second thoughts and backtracked 
. on.tbe offer. 

At. the end of the year, UN 
forces began to withdraw, (tee 
action in Pnom Penh raised a few 
eyebrows: foe first act of MPs in 
the hew Pfofiament was to raise . 
their own salaries. 

South and Southeast Asia, by 
contrast with the Former Soviet 
Union and Europe, continued to 
enjoy greater peace and stability 
than at any time this century. 
Rebel movements were still 
active, in some, areas, most nota¬ 
bly in Burma and most seriously 
in northern Sri Lanka, where foe 

- fight with the Tamil separatists - 
ebbed and flowed more fitecely 
than ever and. foe assaggfnBriori 
first of opposition leader Lalith 
Athulafhmudali and then of Pres-' - 
dent Ranasinghe Prcmadasa, . 
heightened . the tension. The 
Prime - Minister, Dingiri Wije- 

.-tunge, became President. 

■ PAKISTAN began the year, 
in crisis when Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif was first dismissed 
by the aged President “Ghulam 
. Ishaq Khan and then, restored 
briefly by the courts. Civil mrest 
followed, with opposition leader 
Benazir Bhutto- leading demon¬ 
strations that finally forced a new 
election. Khan arid Sharif 
resigned and a technocrat, Moeen 
Qureshl, a former World B ank 
Vice-President, ran. a caretaker 
government 

The election, carried out under' 

•• fop .strict eye of the army, was-., 
aijudged foe coanby's Gist fair, 
one for mariy-yeais.Tiui a .tight 
result ted to much maneuvering 
with foe minor parties before 
Bhutto finally took .'over, Bhutto 
waspHdated her position when a 
political aHy was elected prtsi- • 
dent and the country seemed set 7 

- for greater stability than, had: 

- secured possible at foe becinniJut ' 

of foe year... ■ - 

... fo.THERE was even new hope 
for peace in Kashmir when 
. oinitto began talking abdbl - 
rejtewihgthe dialogue with India, 
whose. Pome Minister, Nara^ 
seemed'ready to con- 
ader reconciliation after the army _. 
.^.ftfoteo/India's most holy " 
masque in-" 
Kastumr, had ended peacefully. - - 
Skkwje of the mosque by mjh- 
fams had created potentially dan-. 
gerous tensions'for all of India. ■ 
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Australia shows a 
changing face in the 
world of sports 




,- s r 


By Bob Holmes 

■FACE of Australian sport is 
changing. In the modem, multi- 
culttirai society, Australian sports 
heroes now include a Russian 
boxer, a Fijian rugby league 
player, an Aboriginal sprinter 
Mid a cricketer of Chinese extrac¬ 
tion. 

Time was when you could spot 
Australians on the far side of the 
Mena. Bronzed, bush-hardened, 
settler sons and daughters of 
mostly British stock, they came 
from the beaches and the outbade 
to beat the Mother Country and 
others at their own games. They 
excelled at cricket, tennis, athlet¬ 
ics and both rugby codes, while 
they swam—and drank—like 
fish. 

Today. Aussies are drinking 
slightly less but still winning 
while their successes are begin¬ 
ning to reflect the country's 
broader ethnic mix. Since the 
1960s, there has been large-scale 
emigration from southern Europe 
and, since the late 1970s. from 
Asia and the South Pacific. It 
was only a matter of time before 
these new Aussies made their 
mark. 

Richard Chee Quee is making 
a name for himself on the New 
South Wales cricket team. The 
22-year-old opening batsman has 
the potential to play for his coun¬ 
try, which would make him the 
first person to do so with a Chi¬ 
nese father and a mother who is 
half-Chinese with strains of Eng¬ 
lish. Irish, German and Samoan 
blood. 

Bom and brought up in Syd¬ 
ney, Chee Quee has an elder 
brother, Michael, who is also a 
talented cricketer and their rival¬ 
ry was os much a spur to bis de¬ 
velopment as the racism the pair 
encountered. 

"I guess 1 had to prove my self 


a - b ? l „ mpre Mid eventually did," 
!S!+. ^^ard after scoring a su- 
«.°. n his debm for New 
South Wales against the touring 
England. "A' team in March. 

Another 10 runs would have 
put him in the illustrious compa¬ 
ny of Sir Donald Bradman and 
Arthur Morris, the only two 
players to score a century on 
their debut for New South Wales. 
However, his 10 not out in the 
second innings gave him an aver¬ 
age of exactly 100-0.6 more 
than the legendary Don. 

Having been raised a six-hit 
away from the Sydney Cricket 
Ground, Chee Quee dreamed 
about playing for Australia as a 
boy and insists: "It's still my No 
lgoaL” 

No one who saw him belt the 
English bowlers all over bis 
home ground last season, doubts 
be will achieve it. 

Noa Nadruka is another story. 
The Fijian still has to commit 
himself to a second season of 
rugby league, as well as Austra¬ 
lia. But having crossed the rugby 
Rubicon after 25 union tests for 
his country of birth, the 26-year- 
old is almost certain to return to 
the Canberra Raiders next year. 
And, if he wishes, he would then 
be but a goose-step away from 
Australian citizenship. 

Nadruka's distinctive stride has 
electrified league crowds in Aus¬ 
tralia as much as it has bamboo¬ 
zled his opponents. Allied to the 
sort of strength that would stop a 
Mac truck, he is becoming as big 
a name Down Under as he is in 
the Pacific. 

Since making an unforgettable 
pass through his legs in the Hong 
Kong Sevens—an image that 
splashed his name across the 
world—the only "mistake” this 
South Sea Islander has made is in 
settling in the coldest climate in 
the Aussie game. 



Canberra is a southerly outpost 
of the 13-man code and tales 
abound of Nadruka's suffering in 
the capital's winter. But afro* be¬ 
ing bewildered by bis first sight 
of snow and suffering frostbite in 
tr aining, he has gradually 
warmed to his task. 

Nadruka is notoriously shy off 
the field, but becomes an extro¬ 
vert on it and has earned the re¬ 
spect of this hardest of tough 
schools. 

"He's not only got great com¬ 
mitment with the ball, but in de¬ 


fense too. I mean he can tackle," 
says Bob Fulton. Australia's na¬ 
tional coach. 

Kostya Tszuy can handle the 
cold. A Russian refugee who set¬ 
tled in Sydney less than two years 
ago, this light-welterweight box¬ 
ing sensation has had more trou¬ 
ble midi the English language 
than anything else—least of all 
his nine opponents in the ring. 

Former amateur star Tszuy and 
his girlfriend have been granted 
Australian residency for which be 
is touchingly "grateful." He adds: 


"This country has been very good 
to me and Natasha. 1 have been 
all over the world, but whaL I like 
about it here is stability." 

What the Aussies like about 
Tszuy is tu's sheer, raw talent, 
"It’s eerie," says trainer Johnny 
Lewis, "that one athlete has been 
blessed with so much ability. 
There is not a skill missing from 
his repertoire." 

The softly-spoken, hard-hitting 
Russian brings the cold-eyed bru¬ 
tality of the KGB into the ring, all 
his opponents having hit the can¬ 
vas, most of them in the first 
round. 

Although his professional ca¬ 
reer has not yet lasted 10 min¬ 
utes. a world title bout is already 
being lined up while champion 
Cesar Chavez is talking of mov¬ 
ing up a weigh l Could it be that 
this unbeaten champ of SO bouts 
wants to avoid Australia's Rus¬ 
sian? 

The Australian roots of Cathy 
Freeman are not in doubt, nor is 
her quicksilver running ability. 
The 20-year-old Aboriginal from 

Queensland has the talent to be 
the greatest sprinter the country 
has produced since die heyday of 
Raylene Boyle in the late 1950s. 

This year's British 200m cham¬ 
pion, Freeman first came to 
prominence by winning relay 
gold in the 1990 Commonwealth 
Games in Auckland, New Zea¬ 
land as a 17-year-old. She went 
on to become Young Australian 
of the Year 1990, British 400m 
champion, Australian 200m 
queen and gaining a silver at the 
world junior championships in 
SeouL 

She will not of course, be the 
first Aboriginal to make sporting 
headlines—the like of Evonne 
Goolagong (now Cawley), Lionel 
Rose and the Ella brothers being 
among other notables—but Free¬ 
man could be the first to do so 
since the nation's conscience was 
stirred on the question of Aborig¬ 
inal rights. 

The four new-breed Aussies 
are a varied bunch but they sym¬ 
bolize the changes in Australian 
society. As sport assumes a role 
beyond its real importance, they 
may have quite an influence on 
how that society comes to see it¬ 
self in the multicultural 1990s. ■ 

Bob Holmes is a British sports 
journalist now living in Sydney. 
He is author of the best-selling 
Match of My lift., a collection 
of great football matches. 


Asia confronts a 
smouldering epidemic 


By Dr Sanjiva Wijestnha 

ANTI-SMOKING CAMPAIGNS 
have succeeded in bringing 
smoking levels down in the West, 
but as tobacco companies shift 
the focus of their advertising 
campaigns, medical experts in 
Asia fear an epidemic of tobacco 
itteied diseases at the beginning 
of the 21st century. Because of 
its growing population and afflu¬ 
ence, Asia has become a prime 
target for the world tobacco in¬ 
dustry. 

Dr Judith Mackay. former 
Hong Kong physician and now a 
leading anti-smoking campaign¬ 
er, has been fighting tobacco In¬ 
dustry giants for over a decade. 

As far back as 19S2 she was 
warning the public that multina¬ 
tional tobacco companies had 
started eyeing up developing 
countries to make up for declin¬ 
ing sales in the West. At the time 
an article appeared in the journal 
World Tobacco headlined "Bright 
future predicted for Asia Pacific" 
forecasting that cigarette sales in 
Asia alone would increase by at 
least IS percent by the turn of the 
century. 

Despite the warnings, the pop¬ 
ularity of smoking has taken off. 
In Taiwan, for example, the num¬ 
ber of secondary' school students 
smoking jumped from 19 percent 
to 32 percent between 1988 and 
1991. 

David Yen. chairman of an 
anti-smoking group in Taiwan, 
commented: "We are making 
headway in discouraging smok¬ 
ing but all that has been washed 
away by the flood of American 
advertising." 

Until recently countries like 
Thailand. Taiwan, Japan and 
South Korea sold tobacco only 
through strict government con¬ 
trolled monopolies, imposing 
tough import duties on foreign to¬ 
bacco products. 

In the early 1980s, however, 
American tobacco companies 
joined forces with the Office of 
the US Trade Representatives 
(USTR) to force open these po¬ 
tential markets. 

They used Section 301 of the 
US Trade Act of 1974, which 


empowered the USTR to retaliate 
with punitive tariffs against any 
nation which imposed "unfair" 
restrictions on the import of US 
products. 

US tobacco companies had 
some powerful allies in govern¬ 
ment. About eight years ago. for 
example, US Senator Jesse 
Helms wrote to then Japanese 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Naka- 
sone indicating that he could not 
support a substantial US defense 
presence in the Pacific or stem 
the ami-Japanese trade sentiment 
In the US Congress unless the 
Japanese market was opened up 
to American cigarettes. Tobacco 
was one of the biggest contribu¬ 
tors to the economy of Helms's 
home state. North Carolina. 

"1 urge that you establish a 
timetable for allowing US cigar¬ 
ettes a specific share of your mar- 
ket," he said. "I suggest a total of 
20 percent within 18 months." 

Japan capitulated and three 
months later agreed to open up its 
market. Prior to the invasion of 
US cigarette companies, smoking 
was declining in Japan. Since the 
market was opened up in 1987 
cigarette consumption by minors 
alone has increased by' lb per¬ 
cent. 

By the 1990s such tactics hud 

also succeeded in opening up oth¬ 
er Asian countries id US tobacco 
companies. Part of the attraction 
for developing nations was also 
the prospect of earning money 
from the taxes imposed on cigar¬ 
ette sales. 

As a result, says Dr Striwai 
Tiptardol of Thailand's Ministry 
of Health: "Nearly nine percent 
of 11 to 20 year "old Thais now 
smoke." Between 1988 and 1991 
the number of smokers aged 13 
to 19 in Thailand increased by 24 
percent. 

Third World populations are 
particularly susceptible to West¬ 
ern cigarette companies' sophisti¬ 
cated advertising tactics. Though 
television and radio advertise¬ 
ments for cigarettes are banned in 
countries like Hong Kong and Sri 
Lanka, huge billboard advertise¬ 
ments are allowed. A giant adver¬ 
tisement for Marlboro cigarettes 
is the first thing that greets visi¬ 


tors to Hong Kong's Kai Tok air¬ 
port. 

Cartoon character Old Joe 
Camel of Camel cigarettes can be 
seen puffing away on tile sides of 
many Hong Kong taxis. Sponsor¬ 
ship of premier Asian sporting 
events such os the Salem Open 
Tennis Tournament and Kent In¬ 
ternational Sailing Regatta is an¬ 
other method of maintaining the 
high profile of these cigarette 
brands. 

"It is clear that advertising fos¬ 
ters tobacco use among children," 
says Dr John Clowe, president of 
the American Medical Associa¬ 
tion. "Despite tobacco company 
denials, ads like Joe Camel are 
especially appealing to adoles¬ 
cents, equating smoking with 
sexual prowess, athleticism and 
even success." 

A recent study showed that 20 
percent of students in Hong Kong 
have tried smoking by the"age of. 
13 and nearly 50 percent have by 
the age of lo. A similar study in 
1990 recorded that 29 percent of 
students aged 17 and over in 
Hone Kong's international 
schools were regular smokers. 

Several gntcmmenis in the 
West have uke action to plug the 
loopholes in their anti-smoking 
legislation. In 19 t *2. for example. 
Canada made tobacco advertising 
illegal on billboards, strengthen¬ 
ing an existing ban on cigarette 
advertisements on television and 
radio, and in newspapers and 
tnagu/incs. 

Australia, which banned bill¬ 
board advertising and tobacco 
sponsorship of “ sports events 
some years ago. now plans to ban 
all tobacco advertising from the 
end of 1993—even on Litis, tee- 
shins and caps. 

A recent editorial in the Neve 
England Journal of Medicine 
points out that while smoking re¬ 
lated deaths arc declining in sev¬ 
eral western countries, deaths 
from lung cancer arc soaring else¬ 
where. particularly in Japan and 
China. Asia is fighting a losing 
battle againsr a man-made epi¬ 
demic. ■ 

Dr Saqjiva Wijesmha is a medi¬ 
cal specialist practicing in 
Hong Kong. 


Pakistan goes for charm 



By Javed A Malik 

IT WILL need much skill to 
change from being an outspoken 
journalist lo master the subtleties 
of diplomacy. That is precisely 
what Pakistan's most famous 
woman journalist Maleeha Lodhi 
will be doing in Washington. 

By nominating her to the cru¬ 
cial post of ambassador to the 
United States, Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto is signalling that 
her government intends to bring 
;t much-needed dose of pragma¬ 
tism to Pakistan's foreign reto¬ 
ol lions. 

As Lodhi was being briefed by 
the foreign office. Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Sanlar Assef Ahmed Ali said: 
"Pakistan will follow the Foreign 
policy of the past, but will make 
adjustments wherever required." 

These "adjustments" will be 
most important in relations with 
the Clinton administration. 
Though relations between the US 
and the world’s second most pop¬ 
ulous Muslim country have im¬ 
proved a little in recent months, 
they arc still far from those in the 
Cold War days when Pakistan 
was one of Washington’s closest 
allies. 

Bhutto, in office for the second 
time since the October elections, 
seems determined to restore rela¬ 
tions to their previous closeness 
^ without giving up Pakistan's nu¬ 
clear program. By nominating 
I.odhi to the world’s most impor¬ 
tant capital at this critical time, 
she has put trust in a long¬ 
standing confidant. 

l^Kihi w-as Pakistan's npi 
woman editor of a national daily 
and later of the country’* largest 
circulation English language 
newspaper. The News. She is a 
Wend of modemi>ni and Islamic 

values. . 

A PhD in politics from the 
l.mdon School .of Economics, 
she i' a progressive woman, ?ni 
is well-versed in the Western ide¬ 
as and values, having lived in the 
West for almost a decade. She i. 

Ik i'U first name terms with BnUue 
and a believer in Islamic values. 

I.odhi’v nomination sends me 
sii!iul tlut Pakistan is not the rc- 
tieiouv hardline state many in he 
US administration believe but a 

modem nation believing in 
praumaiic interpretation of M* - 

By clearing her appotninjcii u 
the shortest time on record, im. 

arm\. the real power in ’ 
hits show n !uw keen h »■ »*’ P 1 ’ 
irav a different image ol Pakis • 
ti- the US administration 
Lodhi is w cll-known w ^ 
Western media through ha 

depth analyses of 

vrmtepc issues ni South ■ - 
l She wjl! allow Pakistan to PU 
• U'nvatJ i united l.ont m ”* Lsn 



ington for the first time in many 
years. In the past, Pakistan s 
army has been seen to have its 
own agenda with the US, often 
opposed to the civilian govern¬ 
ments. 

As with her previous assign¬ 
ments, Lodhi will not find the 
task easy. Although the US has 
not put Pakistan on the list of 
countries sponsoring terrorism, 
as once threatened, it still faces 
"international isolationism" in 
the words of Bhutto. 

On the vexed nuclear issue, the 

Lodhi’s nomination 
sends the signal that 

Pakistan is not the 

religious hardline 
state many in the US 
administration 
believe 


m ■ *.. 

Its now wants to treat India and 
Piislan on equal levels. For £ 

"ect ^""c^uar^sjith 

nKs»r£E 
srs.“i- -»” 


when the sub-continent was di¬ 
vided into India and Pakistan by 
Britain, the colonial power. Is¬ 
lamabad maintains that Kashmir, 
India’s only Muslim-majority 
province, should be part of Paki¬ 
stan. India rejects the claim, say¬ 
ing Kashmir is its integral part. 


omro* It 
gniwott 


Any concessions on .Kashmiri 
Lodhi knows, will antagonize the 
opposition critics back home and 
could jeopardize her job. Senti¬ 
ments are so high over Kashmir 
that no government could keep 
power after soft peddling on the 
issue. 

The government, facing an ec¬ 
onomic crunch, realizes it must 
ease tensions with India because 
at the present level Pakistan's de¬ 
fense bUJ—nearing six percent of 
GDP—is unsustainable. 

The US cut off economic and 
military help in 1990, alleging Pa¬ 
kistan was developing nuclear 
weapons. It was then Pakistan's 
largest donor, a place since taken 
over by Japan. While Pakistan 
has survived tins cut well, its US- 
dependent air force has been bad¬ 
ly affected. 

Lodhi’s first priority will be to 
get a significant portion of this 
aid restored—a tricky situation 
because the US insists on "rolling 
back" nuclear program in ex¬ 
change for aid restoration. Paki¬ 
stan says it would reconsider its 
program if India does the same. 

Pakistan's second woman am¬ 
bassador in its 46-year history is 
taking up a job that can make her 
a part of history if while in office 
progress is made to resolve the 
Kashmir dispute. For the first 
time in her life, Lodhi will be 
helping formulate and implement 
foreign policy as well as inter¬ 
preting iL ■ 

Javid A Malik is a reporter on 
The Daily News in Islamabad. 


Iss SPACE TRAVEL+ ROYAL JORDANIAN 


YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT * LONDON * 

5 NIGHTS/5 DAYS UP TO31 MAYJ994 

DBPATURE MON/THU RS-RETURN SA37TUES 
PRICE INCLUDES; RETURN TICKET A STAY AT ONE OF THE 

HILTON HOTELS-bed a cominenixl breakfast. 

.**" HILTON OLYMPIA OR PLAZA ON HYDE PARK ^ 
PER PERSON: IN TWIN JJk SO IN SINGLE JJX 605 

KENSINGTON HILTON OR REGENTS PARK HILTON 
PER PERSON: IN TWIN JJ). SS8 IN SINGLE J.D. 635 

# EXTENSION Or STAY CAN BE ARRANGED 


FOR MORE INFORMATION A RESERVATION PLEASE CALL US 
668060/669068/688075 OR YOUR TRAVEL AGENT. 
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Prince Ra'ad patronizes 
Jordan's First Oscar Festival 
for Hairdressing 

• Ob the occasion of His Majesty King 
Hussein's birthday Prince Ka'ad, Chief 
Chamb erlain, patronized Jordan's First 
Oscar Festival Tor Hairdressing. 

The International Center for Hairdress¬ 
ing Art organized th« festival with 
numerous hairstylists participating in the 
event 

The festival was organized in the hall of 
tiie Jordan Union for the Sports of the 
Disabled at the Sports City. 

Prince Ra'ad said: "Such a competition 
provides opportunities for men and . 

women in the Geld." The festival included folkloric performances and new styles for hsdrdressing 
ITom well known stylists. The winners were given token gifts at the end of the ceremony. They were 
Mr Amr Sadaqah, Mobamed A1 Theeb, and Ahmed Ai Rnshihat 


Rabbah Al Sghayyer: 

Carving art out of suffering 


By Mahmoud Al Abed and 
Adnan Yahya 
Special to The Star 

THE LATE Rabab AJ Sghayyer 
tackled his an very seriously 
carving his thoughts out of 
human and in particular Palestin¬ 
ian suffering. He plunged into his 
artistic venture under difficult 
and bitter conditions. 

Al Sghayyer was simple and 
straightforward in his thoughts 
and artistic vision, true in his 
feelings and strong in uncovering 
the snakes and scorpions living 
among us. He lived the Palestin¬ 
ian dream and witnessed the 
attempts to abort it. Despite this, 
the image of Hebron, his native 
city, kept on haunting him. 

He drew about our secrets and 
worries, he sometimes disclosed 
them by direct criticism, some¬ 
times symbolically; but in either 
case, he threw his caricatures in 
the faces of the malevolent. 

AJ Sghayyer is a great example 
of faithfulness, honesty and loy¬ 
alty 10 the Palestinian dilemma 
After the fall of the prettiest .Arab 
capital, his eyelids shut in surren¬ 
der to death. How hard vicissi¬ 
tudes of time were, especially 
when doubts prevailed over cer¬ 
tainties. The artist was very’ sensi¬ 
tive to one particular subject and 
he created many caricatures of it; 
Arab riches would be robbed, and 
would become the fire to burn the 
Arab individual. 

Any study of Rabah's produc¬ 
tions will,jncvitably lead to feel¬ 



ings that his an is an obvious 
model of "the art of struggle" in 
which there is a one-man- 
rebellion against the event 
accompanied by clear incitement. 
In contrast to some caricaturists, 
he needed no words to explain 
the idea. In other words. Rabah's 
caricature is plain, simple and 
expressive in artistic suspense, 
openness and capability of relat¬ 
ing the event to man. Now and 
then, we observed him present¬ 
ing new information, new 
enlightenment and new artistic 
vocabulary, despite the grief 
engrossing the situations he dealt 
with. It was always surprising as 
we looked at the paper how the 
artist was indefatigable in- 
defending the right, freedom and 


the homeland, and in pursuing 
the Palestinian dream. 

More importantly, Al Sghay¬ 
yer, in much of his creation, 
focused on the subject of Zion¬ 
ism. That was because he. as a 
result of long experience, was 
conscious of the long-standing 
dreadful Zionist slogan, ie. the 
expulsion of the Palestinians out 
of Palestine which would enable 
them to establish their state. On 
tbe other hand, he vehemently 
opposed Jewish immigration 
from the very start. He knew 
well that Zionist philosophers 
stressed violence as a means of 
re-shaping the Jewish character. 
He put all his efforts into depict¬ 
ing what be called this Nazi 
goal He tried to prove, through 
his works, that the Zionists had 


Guido Capellini retains 
UIM powerboat title 


SURPRISINGLY CHOPPY 
waters did little to slow lire thrill¬ 
ing pace of this year's fight for 
the World FI Powerboat Champi¬ 
onship title. It won by champion- 
elect Italian Guido Capellini 
who achieved an unbeatable lead 
with 133 points over the series. 

But a very fitting result for 
today's race was a win for the 
UAE Victory Team after a furi¬ 
ous drive by Puerto Rican Felix 
Serralles who claimed first posi¬ 
tion in boat number SS. 

Just before the race started, 
Serralles said. The pressure is 
on the take first position to win 
this race for the UAE." He added. 
"I have been with the Victory 
Team for two years now. They 
arc great people and have treated 
me very well, so 1 am determined 
to repay them with only the best-" 

Earlier in the day. a trip 
through the pits revealed last- 
mi nutc checks, changes and tests 
after a final open practice ses¬ 
sion. Several of the drivers com¬ 
mented on the extraordinary 
windy conditions making waters 
turbulent which would in every¬ 
one's opinion make for an exhil¬ 
arating race. 

The sleek craft, bearing 2 Ltr 6 
cylinder engines capable of the 
speeds in excess of 225 kph were 
constantly lifted and lowered by 
crane into the waters as the driv¬ 
ers fine-tuned their machines in 
their ambition to become the fast¬ 
est competitor pushing technol¬ 


ogy and personal endeavor to 
the edge of accepted limits and 
beyond. 

Two of the most successful 
drivers and former champions in 
the history of FI Powerboat rac¬ 
ing, German driver Michael 
Warner and Briton Jonathan 
Jones, were primed to give an 
excellent performance in their 
private battle for second place in 
the championship. Warner said. 
"Well, my engine just cut out for 
no apparent reason, but I am a 
serious, contender and have 
another three to choose from. 
The challenge between Jonathan 
and I should be interesting, but 
I'm in there to win." 

Jones said in response: "With 
the Championship tide gone, 
there is no contest with Michael, 
but it feels good out there today 
and I will do my best." However, 
Serralles was determined to give 
them both something else to 
think about and added, Tbe 
rough conditions will make for 
an even more exciting race." 

Exciting was an understate¬ 
ment. The spectacular line up of 
29 entries unprecedented in the 
history of the sport burst into 
action as. at the sign of the green 
light and from a cold start, the 
growl of engines hit the magnifi¬ 
cent Abu Dhabi hreakwaters, 
transformed for this event into a 
dedicated marine stadium. 

Warner immediately took the 
lead as the powerboats screamed 


round the first buoy leaving a 
blazing trail of frenzied white 
spray. The earlier winds had 
dropped just prior to the start and 
the field was present with ideal 
conditions to pull out the stops. 

But two boats came out early 
on, including Briton Andrew 
Elliott in lap 3, and Jones took 
the Ie3d four minutes later in lap 
9 pushing Warner out of the lead. 

Meanwhile, the Japanese entry 
Tadaaki Ishikawa gained sec¬ 
ond position, with the Swede 
Peter Eriksson in third place, 
while the Victory Team's Ser¬ 
ralles held grimly on the sixth 
place. 

However, Jones was only able 
to hold the lead until lap 42 when 
his boat cut out, opening the way 
for Serralles to come shooting up 
into first position, as he 
promised. 

With serious contenders War¬ 
ner out on lap 11 and the Italian 
Capellini retiring in lap 25, Ser- 


Agenda 



• On behalf of Austrian Airlines. Station and Sales Manager (Jordan) 
Mr Sami Abu Al Saoud. invited its soccer team for lunch on the occa¬ 
sion Of winning the cup of the Amman Little League. 


EXHIBITIONS 

*■ Award-winning artist Mrs 
Janet Shami is exhibiting her 
dolls, marionettes and paintings 
with the cooperation of the Turk¬ 
ish Cultural Center. The exhibi¬ 
tion will only open on 18 Decem¬ 
ber from 3:00 to 7:00 pm. Call 
Mrs Shami at 668410. 

HanI Al Hourani is display¬ 
ing his 'Impressions on Wadi Al 
WaJah 1 exhibition al Baladna Art 
Gallery until 24 December. 

Abdul Hameed Shoman Foun¬ 
dation is hosting an exhibition of 
paintings by Fakhr El Nissa 
Zeid at Darat Al Funun until 15 
January. 

At the French Cultural Center, 
Khalid Khries mil be display¬ 
ing his paintings until 18 Decem¬ 
ber. .An exhibition dedicated to 

the 100th anniversary 0 f the 

death of Guy de Maupassant 
wifi be on display at the French 
Cultural Center starting 20 



goals that contradicted broad 
human morals, because they 
were paying their maximum 
effort to transform Jewish soci¬ 
ety into a sadistic one. 

After leaving Hebron, Al 
Sghayyer witnessed the most dif¬ 
ficult stages of the Palestinian 
tragedy. So be set out to depict 
the tragedy of Tal El Zatar, the 
Israeli raids on the civilians in 
Fakham and Bmj Al Bazajneh, 
Sabra and Shatilla massacres, 
and the West Beirut Siege of 
1982. Qalat Shkeifs bravery 
and the series of the Palestinian 
Intifada were also strongly 
portrayed. 

Rabah AI Sghayyer's daily 
works enriched the an move¬ 
ment side by side with his essays 
on art criticism. ■ 


ralles was left with a challenge 
from the current world champion 
Italian Fabrizk) Bocca and Ishi¬ 
kawa. But this magnificent race, 
which astonishingly for the sport 
was run without any stops and 
witnessed a ferocious battle for 
top positions throughout, 
belonged to Victory. 

A smiling Serralles said. "It 
was an unbelievable race for me. 
I was determined to go as fast as 
possible, but was never sure 
which position I held because of 
all the overtaking. In spite of hav¬ 
ing started five seconds behind 
the others, under UIM regula¬ 
tions as I am not a fully qualified 
driver. I was able to beat the oth¬ 
ers which makes me unbelievably 
happy!" 

The Managing Director of 
ADIMSC has been constantly 
striving since last year to make 
this race an ultimate success, but 
the drivers made the event a suc- 


December and will run until 13 
January 1994. 

The FoA Photography Com¬ 
petition and Exhibit is currently 
open at FoA center until 22 
December. 

LECTURES 

19th Century Women Paint¬ 
ers In Europe is the title of a lec¬ 
ture by Nelly puna, Tuesday 21 
December, at 7:00 pm at the 
Goethe Institute. 

FILMS 

*■* Girl with Green Eyes will be 
screened at the British Council, 
Wednesday 22 December at 7:00 
pm. 

The American Center will 
screen One Hondred and One 
Dalmatians. Thursday 16 
December at 5:00 pm with a 
repeal on Sunday. 

*■ Tbe Goethe Institute, in coop¬ 
eration with the French Cultural 
Center, will present the film Nos- 
feratu. which will be accompa¬ 
nied with live piano playing by 
virtuoso Jean Marie Senia. 
Screening will be on 16 Decem¬ 
ber at the RCC, 8:00 pm. 


• Air France held its Annual Press Lunch at the Amman Marriott 
Hotel on Monday. 13 December. Regional Manager of Air France. Mr 
Jean-Lac Fradin, welcomed tbe guests and talked about Air France’s 
achievements over tbe years. 

Air France's presence in the Middle East goes back to 1929 when 
Air Orient, of which Air France is a direct descendent. flew between 
Beirut and Paris in the early days of civil aviation. From then 
onwards, Air France introduced many new routes on their list, estab¬ 
lishing new routes in the area. 

Big Red Boat 
enhances Orlando 
product of ! 94 

CAPE CANAVERAL—Families taking a cruise and vacation with 
The Big Read Boat this year will have new options when booking 
seven-night cruises and Orlando theme park vacations. 

Tbe popular family cruise lines combine thrcc-and four-night 
cruises to tbe Bahamas with diree-and four-day Orlando ibeme park 
vacations. 

"We have created new options for travellers wishing to have the 
best family experience in the Bahamas with tbe best values at the most 
popular destinations in Centra) Florida," says Gary Sain, senior vice 
president of sales and marketing for Tbe Big Red Boat. "Many of the 
options are available only to The Big Red Boat guests.” 

Sain said the Seven-Night Cruise and Orlando Theme Park Vaca¬ 
tion is a good blend of activities for families of the ‘90s, including tra¬ 
ditions] families, families with or without children, blended ftetolies- 
with step-children, single-parent families, grandparents.taking care.^ft 
grandchildren and extended families. * ”, . ' 

The Big Red Boat's Bahamas itineraries arc combined with a vaca¬ 
tion at Walt Disney World or a combination of Universal Studios, Sea 
World and Church' Street Station. The vacations can be booked before . 
or after the cruise. 

The Big Red Boat's popular Cruise and Vacatioa at the Walt Disney 
World Resort includes the three-or four-night Bahamas cruise, to Nas¬ 
sau and Port Lucaya and three-or four-nights accommodations at one 
of these Disney resorts: the Caribbean Beach Resort, the Yacht and 
Beach Club or the Grand Floridian Beach Resort. For '94, the cruise 
line has added the Walt Disney World Village and EPCOT Center 
Resorts. The new hotels for this year are The Hilton, Governor Resort, 
and the Walt Disney World Swan. 

In addition, the package includes unlimited admissions to Magic 
Kingdom Park. EPCOT Center, and the Disney-MGM Studios Theme 
Park which are valid for length of stay at a Walt Disney World resort 
hotel. Included is admission to River Country and Pleasure island; a 
resort breakfast with the world-famous Disney characters; a guided 
tour of NASA's Spaceport USA A Kennedy Space Center or die 
United States Astronaut Hall of Fame: round trip airfare; and a rental 
car with unlimited mileage for the entire week. . 

Tbe Big Red Boat has also enhanced its vacation options to include 
a cruise and vacation at Universal Studios Florida and Sea World. The 
package includes tbe three- or four-night Bahamas cruise and three or 
four nights at the Howard Johnson. Universal-Towers, Hawthorne 
Suites and the Peabody; one-day admission to Sea World and Univer¬ 
sal Studios Florida: Kennedy Space Center USA or Astronaut Hall of 
Fame; and one-night admission to Church Street Station; round trip 
airfare from most major cities and an Alamo rental car wiih unHmited 
mileage. ' . 

The cruise line pioneered the family cruise market in 1984 and 
countries to be tbe industry leader offering innovative on board pro¬ 
graming and amenities for children, adults and families. ■ 


★★In the Stars 


ARIES (21 March-19 April): 
Take a drive or go for a long 
drive. ThatU get you ready for 
serious work. Your favorite cause 
needs your enthusiasm 
and leadership. 

TAURUS (20 April- 
20 May): The focus is 
on finance. Don’t gam¬ 
ble with, other people's 
money. Check out an 
idea that involves 
travel. 

GEMINI (21 May-21 
June): Work with a 
partner. Your financial 
needs may take prece¬ 
dence over other work. 

If you're employed, the 
job may conflict wilh 
social plans. 

CANCER (22 June- 
22 July): You may 
have to cover for an absent 
friend. If you're short on funds, 
sell something. A date's other 
obligation may get in tbe way .of 
romance. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): It 
may be hard to concentrate if 
you've recently fallen’ in love. 
Pool resources with a temporarily 
poverty-stricken friend and you'd 
both have a great time. 

VIRGO (23 August-22 Septem¬ 
ber): Give a roommate ' your 
full attention. Yon may find a 
suitable romantic partner in a 
business-like setting. 

LIBRA (23 September-23 Octo¬ 
ber): Talk people into giving 


you what you want. Worit over 
the weekend, especially if you're 
helping a needy friend. 

SCORPIO (24 October- 21 
November):-. 

Resist tbe urge to 
take . a financial 
' risk. ' Domestic 
■ chores may. get. in 
the way of rraveL 
Take care'japt to 
spend much on; r a 
date. - '. 

SAGITTARIUS * 
(22 November-2]C 

December): An 

open-forum . type 
discussion - • should ' 
be ' fascinating. 
Stick - close to 
home if somebody” 
there needs a little 
extra attention. 

CAPRICORN (22 December- 
19 January): Finish up some¬ 
thing you promised. You'D be in 
the mood to work. Learning 7 
should be fun, especially if you' 
get a smart friend to join you. : 
AQUARIUS. _ (20 . January*18l 
February): Finish a. project - 
you've been avoiding. Shopping 
for gifts could take up most of ' 
the weekend if you don’t get 
organized. 

PISCES (19 Febraary-20- 
March): Don't let a strange 
assignment rattle you. You may . 
discover a big chine you'd forgot¬ 
ten about Finish paperwork 


Traffic, Traffic. Traffic!! X 


IPS! QTcao -. — . > • - 

ever reach whereTwantto go ; nK »dcarand*: 

go for a drive, but you 



short-cuts wr back roads to avoid- frame. Bui 

have also started to take such short-cuts, nwkmg the*- 

£ taA and taking more ■ 

take joy in disregarding them. Drivers taw 
simple driving rules about roundabouts, intersections and _ 
use of car signals!! Most traffic jams, other than those related to , 
traffic lights, are caused because drivers just warn to get out ui^ 
their spot quickly, forgetting about the dos and donw of. ,, 

^Wben you do finally move on, without worrying ubout ‘hd;-.. 
number of care ahead of you. you have to worry about the odd . 
pedestrian or two jumping in front of you while iping to cross . 
thestrceL Worse still, is when the pedestrian decides to walk m 
tbe middle of the street instead of the pavement or when young . 
children play football for catch-the-balll tn the mjddle of ihd 
road. If you honk at them, they look A you so you think it is 
your mistake and not theirs! Some obscure role must justify 
their kamikaze attempts. I suppose. . . . 

As for the drivers—well chat's a different story! rhey re impa¬ 
tient. aggressive and take no notice whal-so-cveT of anything 
even remotely related to the ethics of driving? I remember my. • 
husband telling me about an incident that once happened to him. 

He was once driving in the left lane, and signalled tu take ft tert 
turn. He suddenly noticed the car in front of him screech a hatt 
and decide (all of the sudden) to take the same left turn. After, 
my husband protested with a loud angry horn, the driver in tront 
of him rolled down his window, questioning my husband s div 
approval. My husband told the driver to learn the procedure of . 
simple signalling before deciding to take a turn. However, the 
driver only grunted and yelled as he drove away; "You must 
always expect the car in-front of you might want to turn 1 '’ . 

With fl trintdM such as these how can we expect driving "eti¬ 
quette" to ever be practiced. ■ 



‘‘Ooooooweeeeee! This thing's been .here a 
tooooooooong time. Well.Thank heaven 
for ketchup.” 


















































16 DECEMBRE 1993 


Jourdain 


Supplement en frangais du Star 


Grand menage au Safeway 

• Vingt-quatte heures sur vingt-quatre, une petite armee casquettee aux couleurs 
du Safeway se relede pour nettoyer le plus grand supermarche du Royaume. Tous 
les produits aUmentaires et les articles du premier etage sont sortis du magasin 
pour jmir dans une benne a ordure. "La fumee a grave merit endommage les pro- 
duits, tout doit etrejeti", explique un responsable de Voperation. 

La but: rouvrir le plus rapidement possible et surtout avant Noel! Vendredi 10, 
un incendte a ravage Ventree du supermarche a la suite d'un court-circuit dans le 
"bonhomme de neige " decoradf. Plus de 300 personnes intoxiquees par les ema¬ 
nationsfurent hospitalises. Selon plusieurs temoins , les acheteurs (plus d'un mil- 
lier) se sont retrouves pieges dans Vobscurite apres la fermeture automatique des 
portes. Le proprietaire assure, pour sa part, que toutes les mesures de securite ont 
parfaitement fonctionne. line commission d'enquete planche sur les causes et de 
deroulement du sinistre. 
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Medecine 


Un plaidoyer pour 
la formation continue 

Face aux progres rapides de la science, les medecins jordaniens doivent etre formes et informes 
en permanence pour se malntenir a niveau. Ce souci est apparu comme une obligation au cours 

du troisieme congres medical franco-jordanien. 


DEUX CHIFFRES: 60% des 
connaissances medicates devien- 
nent obsotetes au bout de 7 ans et 
80% des Haile ments employ 6s 
aujourd’hui n'existaienr pas il y a 
IS ans. Cette formidable acceler¬ 
ation de la science medicate est 
un ddfi pour chaque ntedecm. 
Comment actualiser ses connais- 
sances? Se malntenir k niveau? 
La solution: la formation contin¬ 
ue. Une id*e ddfendue avec vi- 
gueur k la tribune du troisifeme 
congrfcs medical franco- 
jordanien, la semaine demiCre, & 
Amman. 

"Chaque Frangais de passage k 
Amman est frapp* par la qualit*. 
la density, la techmrit* du 
systeme de sant* jordanien", a 
soulign* Stephane Romatet, 
Charg* d'affaires de 1'Ambassade 
de France, h I'ouveiture de la con¬ 
ference. Mais, Fathieh Saudi, 
pnSsidente de 1'association abdi¬ 
cate franco-jordanienne, met en 
garde: "Avec la recession econo- 
mi que, les Jordaniens ne peuvent 
plus paitir en Europe et aux 
Etats-Unis pour faire des.stages ; 
ou leur specialisation. Dld lO 
ans,' nos techniques' risquent 
d’Cire compteiement d£pass*es". 

La legislation jordanienne a dejS 
pris en corapte la necessite d’une 
remise k niveau pennanente des 
professions medicales. Dans les 
faits, la loi est reside lettre morte. 
"Apres cet echec, il est urgent de 
relancer la formation continue en 
Jordanie". affirme Fathieh Saudi. 
Face k cette demande. quatre pro- 
fessionnels frangais sont venus 
expliquer k la tribune comment 
sorganise cette formation en 
France. 
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large el com- 
plexe. Ce n'est pas seulement le 
savoir quil faut acqudrir mais 
aussi le savoir faire". explique la 
jeune femme. Contrairement aux 
Etats-Unis, cette formation n'est 
pas une obligation pour les mdde- 
tins inddpendants en Fiance. 
"Pour ceux qui pet^oivent des 
honoraires. cette perte de temps 


s'apparente k un perte d'argem", 
recormait Ie professeur Domi¬ 
nique Jolly, directeur des affaires 
internationales k 1'Assistance pub- 
lique. 

Dans son exposd, Ie professeur 
Jolly a pourtant clairemeot 
prouvd I'intdrSt de la formation 
rnddicale continue. Intdrfit pour 
les patients avec une amelioration 


de la qualitd des soins. Imdiit pour 
les finances publiques avec une 
meilleure utilisation des res sources 
de santd. Le pari est de parvenir ^ 
organiser et & financer cette forma¬ 
tion. 

"Les Etats-Unis, le Royaurne-Uni, 
la France prdsentent chanin un 
modfele diffdrenL Notre but est 
d'exposer I'expdrience fran^aise 


Politique 

Le cocktail critique 
d'Abu Zant 

Sheikh Abu Zant n'a epargne aucune critique au gouvernement dans son 
discours a la Chambre basse. Un bon resume des sujets abordes par l'opposition. 


LES QUATRE jours de ddbai k 
la Chambre basse, la semaine der- 
nicre. ont montrd un mdcontente- 
ment gdndrai des ddputds & 
1'dgonJ de la politique du gou- 
vemcmeni. Du discours le plus 
virulent de Sheikh Abdul 
Mun’cm Abu Zanl du Front 
d'action islamiquc k 1'intervention 
insipido de Fayyad Jarrar du 
From national jordanien, 1‘dcart 
est grand. Mais. Ic gouvernement 
sail maintenant que c c parlemcnt 
dtiquetd “moddr6" ne sera pas fa¬ 
cile. 

La diatribe dc Sheikh Abu Zant 
prfseme Thttfiret d'avoir couvcrt 
tous les points dc mtVonicme- 
ment soulevds par les diffdrents 
deputes duns ces dCbats il la vcille 
du vote de confiance. L‘£lu isla- 
misle est aussi Ic seul k ofirir unc 
alternative dans la politique int£- 
riourr ainsi que dans la politique 
cxicrieuredu pays. 

Sheikh Abu Zant a commence 
son discours par une allusion di- 
rectc aux mesures jug&s "non 
denuKTatiques" du gmt\Tmonem 
Majali. Un point abotdd par la 
majority des deputfs du Front 
dVtion islamique et de la coali¬ 
tion progressiste democraiique. 

Lc deput£ islamiste a point* du 
.loict les effets n£gatifs de la nou- 
»die loi dlectorale, "une per- 
^nnesun vote", sur limit* ra¬ 
tionale avec notammau “le 
inoniphe du tribalisme et du sec- 
j^ncnic". I! propose d’ailieurs une 
n-buion au gooveraemem en sbu- 
h „i.inl «a niise en place tfun d*- 
! pjnenwn* des Affaires parlemcn- 


laires charg* de ga ran ti r 
rintdgrit* du processus Sectoral. 

La suspension du service nrili- 
taire a *t* ^virement critiqufe 
par Sheikh Abu Zant pour sou ef- 
fet rtefaste sur le sentiment na¬ 
tional des gens. 11 a ensuite si- 
multanlment tir£ il _ boulets 
rouges sur I'embargo impos* k 
llrak et sur "les mesures in- 
justes" prises Si rencontre de la 
Lybic, de la Somalie et du Sou¬ 
dan. Une critique reprise par les 
d*put*s islamistes et nationa- 
lisies. 

Comme tous les 6lus du Front 
d'action islamique, il a demand* 
au gouvernement de prendre des 
mesures plus efficaces pour faire 
appiiquer les prfeeptes de Hslam 
et pour proteger la reputation des 
musulmans dans le pays et en de¬ 
hors. 

Les nominations aux posies 
gouvemementaux ont aussi «e 

un sujel dc critiques pour Sheikh 
Abu Zant. comme pour la plupart 
de ses collftgues et surtout ceux 
de la coalition d*mocratique. Il a 
fail allusion k ^augmentation de 
salai rc des ministres. tMputes et 
sinateure. "tandis que la pauvrcte 
et Ie chomage nc cesscnt de 

croitre". . .. 

Page par page. Ie depute a de- 
moli V ensemble de Vouvrage mm- 
isteriel. II a port* un jugement 
nfgatif sur les modifications leg¬ 
islatives en maiifere fiscale et ag- 
ricolc. Il a demand* au gouveme- 
mem dc dcssiner un plan 
parvenir k Tauto-suffisancc. Dc 
m*me. en matifirc sociaie. ni la 



Le depute islamiste Sheikh Abu Zant a violemment critique la 
politique du gouvernement 


loi sur la securit* sociaie ni la loi 
sur (’assurance ruidicale n ont 
trouv* grSce k ses yeux. 

Joignant sa volx aux d*pui*s 
de la coalition d*mocrauque, il a 
demande au gouvernement 
d’accorder plus d'importance k la 
situation dc la femme et de modi¬ 
fier par la loi ses droits essentiels. 
Concemant finformatiofl. le d*p- 
ut* islamiste a fustig* les report¬ 
ages diffuses par ia television jor¬ 
danienne qui ont pour but de 
consacrer la normalisation des re¬ 
lations avec l’Ennemi". 

Enfin, le sujet le plus iongue- 
ment abord* el analyse par 
Sheikh Abu Zanl frit le processus 
de paix . Sur pits de cinq pages, 
j] a d*clin* tous les effets n*ga- 


tifs de ce processus sur le pays. Il 
n’a pas manqu* d'lvoquer le trait* 
de paix isra*lo-*gyptien et ses 
consequences n*fastes. 

En corapandson, e'est le depute 
Fayyad Jarrar qui ddcrocha la 
palme du discours le plus court et 
le plus creux au cours des ddbats. 
Parian; de g*n€ralitfe. le d*put* 
du Front national jordanien n'a 
£mis ni de man des p ted ses ni cri¬ 
tiques & l'encontre du gouveme- 
nienL D a seulement eucourag* le 
Premier ministre Majali k prendre 
des mesures efficaces "pour ren- 
forcer 1'unit* rationale et pour 
consacrer le processus d*mocra- 
tique”. ■ 

Sa'eda Kllanl 


avec ses teussites et ses erreurs. 
En prenant le meilleur de chacun 
des modules, la Jordanie pouira 
me tire en place quelque chose de 
sp*dfique". Le professeur 
Jacques Millies prdsident cot* 
franfais de 1'association ffanco- 
jordanienne, attend des retom- 
b*es pratiques de ceue confer¬ 
ence. "Apris chacun de nos pr*c- 
*dents congrfes, il y a toujours eu 
des suites conctetes dans le Roy¬ 
aume. Cest encourageant". 

La formation passe aussi par 
("information. Cest la demonstra¬ 
tion faite par Marie-Ranee Tcs- 
son-Millet h la t£te du plus impor¬ 
tant groupe de presse medicale 
frangais. Le formidable et inatten- 
du succfcs du "Quotidien du m*d- 
ecin", depuis 20 ans, en France, a 
prouv* l'existence d'une forte de- 
mande d'informations au jour le 
jour de la part des professions 
ntedicaJes. La plupart des pays 
europ*ens ont d'ailleurs suivi 
1'exemple frangais et partout les 
joumaux d'informations medi¬ 
cates riment avec succes. 

Fathieh Saudi pense Sire parve- 
nue il seosibiliser les m*dedns et 
les autorites du Royaume k 
l'enjeu de la formation. La pre¬ 
sence du ministre de la Sant* et 
.du prince Raed Ben Zeid pendant 
le congtes a prouv* que ce souci 
existe au plus haul niveau. Pour 
fan prochain, 1'association fran- 
co-jordanienne se concentrera sur 
un sujet m*dical pointu: le traite- 
ment du cancer. Ce congtes est 
d*ji trfes attendu avec I'ouvemire 
au m*me moment d'un nouveau 
centre de soins de cette maladie k 
Amman. ■ 

Florent CbevoDeau 


Transport 

Air France mise 
sur son avenir 

Le bilan de 1'activite de la compagnie 
aerienne frangaise est positif. Les 
perspectives pour 94 sont encourageantes. 

"LE BUREAU jordanien d’Air France a *te Ic seul au montle. en de¬ 
hors de la France, it engager unc personne supplemental re cette an- 
nec". a soulign* Jcan-Luc Fradin. directeur regional de la compagnie 
aerienne frangaisc. au cours d'une rencontre avec In presse jordj- 
nienne. Au moment oil la direction parisienne d’Air France envisage 
des reductions massifs d'cffcciifs. la crise des transports aeriens sem- 
ble epargner la Jordanie. 

Aptes le "trou noir" de la Guerre du Goll'e. I'activite d'Air France I 
dans la region, et en particulier en Jordanie. n'a cess* de sc develop- j 
per. "C'est j 

surtout le 

d'affaires en 1^’ " 

parlance 
d'Amman 
qui pro- 
gresse le 
plus rapide- 
ment". pre¬ 
cise Jean- 
Luc Fradin. 

L'attrait 
grandissam 
du Roy¬ 
aume pour 

les tourisies __ _ 

est aussi un gro U p e Air France s'est hisse a la cinquieme 
JJJJr poi V; position mondiale et a la deuxieme europeenne 
Srapagnie au r 'Z ard de son ch &' d’affaires. 
aerienne. 

Pour encourager les hommes d'affaires k choisir Air France, un pro¬ 
gramme avanlageux pour les voyageurs ftequents. "Ftequence Plus", 
est adopt* depuis juillet en Jordanie. Cette formule permet de surclas- 
ser le passages de lui permetlre un exc*dent de bagages et mSme dc | 
lui obienir un ticket gratuiL Seulement quatre pays, en dehors de | 
1'Europe, peuvent deja b*n*ficier de ces avantages. 

: Si te premier semesire de l annfie a-confirme 1 Evolution positive du . 
trafic,(tepqis sgptembre le responsable d'Air France constate, ii Ijnsisfr 
des autres compagnies bas*es a Amman, un gel de la demande au de¬ 
part de Jordanie. La signature de l'accord palcslino-isra*lien semble 
avoir mis en position d'attente les hommes d'affaires palestinicns. 
Mais, Jean-Luc Fradin a confiance en 1’avenir. 

Tous les experts s'accordent pour dire que les services seroni les 
principaux b*n*ficiaires d’un accord de paix dans la tegion. Le d*ve- 
Ioppement de la circulation avec Israel va donner un s*rieux coup de 
pouce au tourisme". En ptevision d’un afflux grandissam dc voya- 
geurs. Air France compte maintenir ses rrois vols hebdomadaires l’*te 
prochain en afftetam. si possible, des 747 pour transporter plus de 
monde. 

Le premier semesire de 94 va etre un test pour voir si les liaisons 
avec la Jordanie dficollcnt paraltelement au processus dc paix. La p*ri- 
ode du Ramadan, propice traditionnellemeni aux voyages, sera un ex¬ 
cellent indicaieur. ■ 

F.C. 



Jordanie 


Express 


ALCOOL - Lc gou- 
vemcment so timet au 
Pnrlemcni un nouveau 
projet dc loi sur l’alcool. 
Lc textc, similairc a cc- 
lui dc 19S4. interdit aux 
musulmans dc produire, 
d'importcr ct dc vendre 
des boissons alcotdisces. 
Les chrelicns ne sont 
pas touches par cette 
mesurc, mats les deputes 
islamistes sont determi¬ 
nes -i cxcrcer une vivc 
pression u la Chambre 
basso pour bannir to- 
talement 1'alcool du 
Royaume. 

SANCTIONS - Le 
prince Hassan a profit* 
dc la visile d'une delega¬ 
tion du Congres ameri- 
cain pour se plaindre du 
maintien des mesures 
cmpechant un trafic 
normal du port d'Aqaba 
malgre I'application par 
la Jordanie de 
I'embargo onusien sur 
I'lrak. Le Prince- 
heritier a aussi souligne 
les consequences ne- 
fastes des sanctions con- 
tre I'lrak sur 1'economic 
jordanienne. 

TRESOR - 215 pieces 
d'argent de la periode 
helichistiquc ont ete de- : 
couvertes a proximite 
d'lraq AI Amir dans une 
jarre enfouie dans le sol. 
La monnaie frappee a 
I'effigie de rois et reines 
de I'epoque ptcriemaique 
ct couverte 

d'inscriptions grecques 
date du deuxieme et 
troisieme siecle avant 
J.C.. Le tresor devrait 
etre prochainement ex¬ 
pose au rausee archeolo- 
gique. 


Paix 

Rendez-vous manque 
a Gaza et Jericho 

Avec l'echec de Rabin et Arafat pour conclure un accord avant le 13 decembre, 
les militaires sont encore a Gaza et Jericho. Le pessimisme gagne. 


LE 13 d*ccmbre devait etre te 
premier, jour du retrait des 
troupes isnteliennes de Gaza et 
J*ricba Le premier pas concret 
vers une autonomie palestinienne 
des Terri to ires Occup*s. Trois 
roois aprbs la signature de la d*c- 
laration de principe k Washington 
et de la poigmSe de main Arafat- 
Rabin, c'est le premier faux pas 
! dans te calendrier concoct* k 
Oslo. Les lsra£Liens sont toujours 

1 a 

A la veiDe de la date symbole, 
te Premier ministre isra£lien et le 
president de 1'OLP orit tent* une 
r*union de la deraifcre chance au 
Caine pour surmonter les obsta¬ 
cles au retrait isra*lien. Sans 
succfcs. Yitzhak Rabin et Yasser 

Arafat doivent se rencontrer de 

nouveau dans dix jours. Mais, Ie 
chef du gouvernement isra*lien 
se montre d*jS pessimiste: "Celoi 
qui croit qu'un accord sera conclu 
dans dix jours ne sail pas de quoi 
il parte". 

"Il y a un s*rieux probteme", 
reconn ait en *cho Yasser Arafat 
MaJgte des pourparlers intensifs 
entre delegations israeliennes et 
palesLiniennes. ces demiftres se- 
maines, en Egypte, deux ques¬ 
tions majeures ne sont pas encore 
tegl*es: le controle des points de 
passage avec la Jordanie et 
1 "Egypte ainsi que l'*tendue de J*- 
richo "lib*t*e“. 

Yitzhak Rabin a refus* la prop¬ 
osition de Yasser Arafat de for¬ 
mer des patrOuilles israfilo- 
paiestiniennes aux frontferes. La 
s*cuni*. de 1'Etai h*breu est le 
principal souci du gouvernement 




... . — • • ■ 
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Arafat et Rabin se rencontreront de nouveau dans dix jours, 
secrete pour parvenir a un accord. 



isntelien. "Des armes powraient 

passer les frontieres\ s'inqui*ie 
Rabin. Aux termes de l’accord 
sign* k Washington, le retrait is- 
rallien doit s'achcver au plus tard 
le 13 avril. Pour la premiere fois. 
le premier ministre a *voque un 
possible report dc fensemble du 
plan d'autonomie: "II n’y a pas de 
dates sactes et je ne peux pas 
m’engager k ce que la realisation 
de l’accord s’acheve te 13 avril". 

Selon Oded Ben Ami. porte- 
parole de Rabin, l'accord ne sera 
pas sign* dans dix jours metne si 
les deux principaux obstacles 
sont surmontes: "II y a d'autres 
sujets qui doivent tire encore 
n*goci*s comme te transfer; des 
pouvoirs aux Patestiniens et la 
mise en place d'une coop*ration 


*conomique entre Israel et les re¬ 
gions autonomes palestiniennes". 

Dev ant ]e Parle ment europ&n, 

le leader de 1'OLP a mis en garde 
conue lout report politique du 
processus d'autonomie k Gaza el 
J£richo: "Chaque h*sitation dans 
la mise cn ccuvre de l'accord Ie 
prive de son dynamisme ct de sa 
ctedibilite”. Les premiers rates du 
plan Gaza-J*richo risquent 
d'affaiblir considerablement le 
leadership de Yasser Arafat. 

Le jour du 13 d*cembre. les 
commergams de Jericho ont bais- 
te leur rideau de fer. Les habi¬ 
tants de la ville de Cisjordanie 
ont observ* unc grfcve generale 
pour protester contrc le report du 
d*part des militaires israeliens. 
Dans les rues, la deception etait 


D'ici la, place a la diplomatic 


grande. A Gaza, la tension esi en¬ 
core montee d un cran avec la 
mon de uois Patestiniens sous les 
ha lies israeliennes. La colfere 
grondait dans les camps de r*fu- 
gi*s. Unc dizaine d'habitants ont 
Clc blcstes au cours 
d'affronicments avee I'armtfe. 

Trois mois apris Teuphorie. te 
pessimisme semble avoir gagn* 
israeliens et Patestiniens. Les co- 
Ir.mbes du 13 septembre se sont 
envo lees. Haidar Abdel Chafi, 
chef de la d*l*gation palesti¬ 
nienne aux negotiations bilatfi- 
rales. ne cache pas son d*sanoi: 
"Si un accord riintervient pas 
dans dix jours, il ne restera plus 
rien dc la d*claration de principe 
sur l'autonomie■ 

F.C. 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

08:30 — The Fanelli Boys 
09:00 — Da Beat's On 
09:30 — Perspectives 
10:00 — News at Tea 
10:20 — Feature Film: Bird on 
a Wire. Starring Mel Gibson 
and Goldie Hawn. An eye wit¬ 
ness becomes an FBI agent and 
tracks down a drug dealer. 

SUNDAY 

0S:30 — You Bet Your Life, 
with Bill Cosby. 

09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Miles pushes IVlichael to tbe 
limits of his endurance. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — The Men Who Killed 
Kennedy. The Patsy traces 
back Oswald's life from the 
time he joined the Marines 
until his alleged assassination 
of JFK. 

11:10— The Golden Palace 
MONDAY 
08:30 — Della 

09:10 — The House Of Eliott. 
It's the day of the big show for 
the two sisters but Yolande 
doesn't let the day pass in 
peace. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — The Guilty 
11:10 — The Sleeping Beauty 
—Act Three. A ballet of Sleep¬ 
ing Beauty performed by the 
Leningrad’ Russian Ballet 
Company. 

TUESDAY 

08:30 — Night Court. Christine, 
the Public Defender, becomes 
engaged to someone who's not 
accepted by her colleagues. 

09:10 — Act of Will (Part Ik 


Two young brothers 
and their sister try 
to escape tbe ruth¬ 
less dutches of their 
unde and his wife. 

10:00— News at 
Ten 

J0:20— Waterloo 
Bridge. Starring 
Vivian Leigb. A love 
story between an 
American army offi¬ 
cer and a ballet 
dancer set in 
Europe during 
World War IL 

WEDNESDAY 

08:30 — Too Close 
for Comfort 
09:00 — Documen¬ 
tary: Ocean World. _ 

With the help of Thlrt y sor ‘ 
montage editing, 
unique footage of 
whales and dolphins is pre¬ 
sented in a kaleidoscopic view 
or the underwater world. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Best Seller: Contract 
for Murder. Faith starts a new 
life with her boyfriend in 
Spain, but the police never give 
up the search for her. 

THURSDAY 

08:30 — Family Matters 
09:00 — Reasonable Doubts 
10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Movie of the Week: 
Figbter for Hire. An expert in 
martial arts is hired by the 
American government to work 
on the release of American sci¬ 
entists held hostage. 

FRIDAY 

08-250— ENG 

09:10 — Faces and Places 

10:00 — News at Ten 



Thirtysomething, Sunday at 9:10 


10:20 — The Allen Years 
11:10 — Are Yon Being Served 

PROGRAMMES 

FRANQAIS 

SAM EDI 

05:30— PifetHercule 
05:41 — L'Ecole des Fans 
06:30 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Ushnaia 

DIMANCHE 

5:30 — F3m: Mais Qu'est-ce - 
que J'ai Fait Au Bon Dieu? 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15—FmStreSur 

LUNDI 

05:30 — Les Aventuriers de 
L’espace 

06:00 — La Shdime Dimension 
06:30 — Maguy 
07:00— Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 


MARDI 

05:30 — Le Monde Sous- 
Marln 

06:00 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 —Le Journal 
07:15 — Varl6tfis 

MERCREDI 

05:30—Ordy 

06:00 — Sports: NBA 

07:00 — Le Jonraal 

07:15— Le Journal de 

L'Histoire 

JEUDI 

05:30 — Taratata 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Rencontre 

VENDREDI 

05:30 — Les Cies de Fort 
Boyard 

07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15—Orient Sur Seine 


Type O Negative 

Bloody Kisses 

NEW YORKERS .Type O Negative started out in late 1983 
dressed up in animal skins and had a post-nuclear-war loot, 
playing under tbe name Carnivore. At thal time, they gained 
publicity for their straight-forward racist lyrics. TheonLy survi¬ 
vor in Type O Negative's current line up from Carnivore is 
vocalist/bassist Peter Steele who invented die bands ciment 
narro. in 1990 after the debut album Stone; Deep, and Hard was 
tclcdscd* 

The band's next effort. The Origin of Feces was released later. 

and the 


were still 


there has 
been a 



mature 
look. The 
sleeve of 
The Ori¬ 
gin of 


arc pro- 

vacative and simply shocking. 

Although the first two albums were in the-hardcore vein, this 
album sounds remarkably unique and different. It's hard to 
describe, really, but it lies somewhere between Danzig and Sis¬ 
ters of Mercy with a gloomy, melancholic and psychedelic 
Gothic sound. In that respect, the vocals are certainly deep and 
bassy. According to Pete, Bloody Kisses has less anger than the 
band's previous album and it's darker while at the same time less 
violent. 

We Hate Everyone is a song that Pete dedicated to the people 
who helped set the band on the road to success. What .Pete, does 
is that he gives the press misleading interviews, makes every? 
body angry and as a result makes loads of money on tours. 
That's how he gets attention’ 

Listening Lo the album for the first time might give the impres¬ 
sion of a complication or something; it starts with the brilliant 
track Christian Woman, which has sinister vocals; Black Num¬ 
ber One that's actually like five songs mixed into one, and shifts 
to the hardcore Kill All the White People. This song was only 
intended to see how the press would reacr since they've always 
called the band Nazis. Pete thinks that the band so for have been 
misunderstood and that he's made a mistake in giving people 
more credit than they actually deserve. 

The album's production is superb, while the sound effects and 
keyboards are well and carefully used (check out Summer 
Breeze). Some songs consist of just one dr two sentences like 
"Jesus Christ looks like me" and "Kill all the white people, then 
well be free!" 

These guys are racists and sexists, but whether you're a pop 
listener or metal fan. you'll probably find your stuff here since 
this is very original and accessible. Highly recommended. B 

Ayman Shihadeh 



2 Bryan Adiims 2 7 

4 Pariah Carey 


SoEarSoGoqd. 

:. ptzApaghe&fcQ 
: MuskBbx 

IriUieiv 



Very l .:-' ■ 

■ 8 Billy JbeL i v : - ' - 

River of Dreams 

Peari 

- VS 

10 PhilCcrilins . i_ . 

Both Sides 

tl ^ 

J*ablo Honey / 

12 Kriss kxoss - - .; . 

Da Bomb • 


-14 Def LeppartT' • > *. 

Retroactive 

'•is ' 

16 Chaka Demus & PI iers 

Tease Me 

t7 Khaaed-: :-^ ’ - 

jN'ssrWssi 

18 Gloria Estefcm - 

Mi Tierm 

L .-f9 Belin^GariEslei; " 

:l .-.Jteiily -■ - 

20 DtPik. a 

The Chronic 

21 

; premises £. Lies 

22 Blind Melon 

. Blind Melon 

.23 '.Princ 

jneHitslfiri 

24 Color Me Bad: --'■ * j-.v -. 

Time & Chance- 

25 Comnkw^nw^ : > ; r. r - 

The Songs of the Eagles 

26 Soundtrack ' \ . 

Last Action Hero 

27 Biliyidoi 

'/GSiberpunk 

28 2 Unlimited - 

Ho Limits 

.29 Paul YbUdg ^ :-:: -1 X -; 

:: The Crossing 

30 Melissa Etheridge - . 

Yes J Am 


TOP POP 
SINGLES 

1. rdDo Anything for Love, 

Meatloaf, MCA _ J-.V 

2. Ail That SheWants. Ace 

of Base. Arista : / 

3. Again, JanetJadOon, Vir¬ 
gin . --.r 

4. Please ForgiveMfe, &ryan- 
Adams, A&M ;v - 

5. GangstaLean,MS, Capi¬ 
tol •, . «.••;• 

6. Shoop, Sah N-Pepa, Next 

Plateau ■ . 

7. Just Kicfcra’ It ^Xcapt. 
Columbia ... r -’ - 

8. Hertx^Mariak Carey, -Co¬ 
lumbiaI' . 


TOPCOUNTRY 

ALBUMS 

1. Honky Took Angels. 
Dolly Parian, Loreua Lynn, 
-TanmyWyneite, Columbia 
2,. Common Thread: The 
Songs of the Eagles. Various 
'A/risis,,Warner Bros. 

^3. Greatest Hits Volume 
Two, keba McEntire, MCA 

4. In Pieces, Garth Brooks. 

- Liberty • 

5. Easy Come, Easy Go, 
George Strait, MCA 

6. The' Song Remembers 
When, 1 Trisha Yeanvood. 
MCA ■ 




DsotBuwd IW TrtwoB unti smen 


Thf liners □( these crazy words are all mixed up To play rha game, pul 
thorn hack into the. right order so that they ma^e real words you can find in 
vour jiciipnary Write the letters of eacS real word under each crazy word. 
Pul Only one Ipnei to a square 


OBC 


SELN 


mm 




MAPD 


NECT 



; You're oh the top 
FLOOR AND THE 
ELEVATOR'S HAVE 
! STOPPED rcoNNiMG. 
YOU NOW MUST 
WALK DOWN. 



WHERE ARE BAP _ 
LITTLE PISS SENTf 


Color me 



15551111 








1 


IIU 1 U! W'f " I” 

Bridge 

By Tannah Hirsch 

Logic In What Yon Lead 

Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

* A Q 8 4 
V A Q J 
0 5 3 

* K J 7 2 

WEST EAST 

* K 10 3 * Void . 

<7975 <7 6432 

0 A I 8 4 2 0 Q 10 9 7 6 

*64 # 9853 


SOUTH 
* J97652 
9 £10 8 
0 J 


* AQ 10 
The bidding: 


North 

East 

South 

West 

1 4 

Pass 

1 # 

Pass 

3 4 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

6 4 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of O 

Bridge is a logical game. Ifyou know what tbe problem 
is, more than likely you can work out the right answer. 

When North could jump raise spades. South fell in love 
with his hand. His three honors in partner’s suit assured a 
double fit, and with first or second-round control of every 
side suit, he knew that there were no two fast losers in any 
suiL He settled for a small slam when he learned an ace was 

missing. 

West cashed the king of diamonds and followed with die 
ace, ruffed by declarer. All South bad to do to make his 
slam was to bring in tbe trump suit withouta loser, and with : 
a combined 10 cards in the suit tbe percentage play was to - 
take a finesse. 

It might seem, therefore, that declarer can lead any cant 
from hand and finesse the queen. Most of the time .’ 
would be adequate. How- ever, if tbe cards are divided as; 
above, declarer will still have to concede a trump trick: 

A trump finesse is only part of the solution. Declarer also : 
should provide for the possibility that all the. missing 
spades will be in the West hand. - - - 

To cater to that, declarer should lead the jack ofspades 
to the third trick. If West plays low, declarer runs the jack 
and repeats die finesse to pick up all the trumps. If West 
covers, dommy’s ace wins and declarer learns about the 3-.' 
0 split when East discards. Il ls a simple matter for declarer 
to return to hand in a side, suit and lead another trump,. - 
taking the marked finesse of the eight if West follows low.. 


WORD WISE 


Q: What's an anachro¬ 
nism? Does it 'mean some¬ 
thing that is out of step or old- 
fashioned? 

A: The root of the word is 
chronos, or time. An anach¬ 
ronism is when somediing is 
out of sync in tune, such as a. 
painting of Aristotle on'a 


motorcycle. Webster’s puts'it 
this way: “A person or thing 
that is chronologically out of' 
place, especially one from a 
fanner age that is incongruous 
in the present.” 

• Send q nestions «r comments for. 
Word Wise to P.O. Box 4367, 
Oriando.FhL 32802-4367. 

01993. Tribune Media Service *' 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 
1 tad 
’■ remnant 
5 Factory . 
10 Singer— 
inn* • 
14 British " 
composer 
ISTrtfifrt 
18 Landing 
plica . 

17 DriMt mixer 

18 Keen 

19 Shnppiln 

20 Thicks*! 
22—tea 


43 An Adams . 

44 Danomirw- 
. ttona. ; 

*8 Huoicalen- 

"■ tartotnmant 
48 Lupino 
-48 Young 
branch 

51 msoRtod 

53 Coffega . 


2A French 


26 Woodanhaad 

27 Dedkiein • 
business 

activity 

31 Spoils 
34 Lawyers* . 
erg. 

85 Chartered - 
37 Statris 

compartment 
SOSpecfcs 
41 Namely . 


55 Tsar apart.. 

56 FnAs 
tnayrtip 

58 lagWinato 

83 Mandnaar 
Java 

84 Anna .— . 

H, a, - , 1 , aitf 

Aioavyiwtn 

66 Top 

67 Saagkt 
mgton - 

68 Growing 
old 

69 Tafigrase 

70 Endure - 
,71 Bacome 

.-aware of. 

72 MhuiPS 
• .. county . 


2 Hurry 

• 3 Naffiiy 

' 4 Ughthousa 

5 Chflrfs 
outfit - 

6 Fonddu— 

7 Borderon 

8 Famous • 

.9 Shaking 

10 Daalm 

• tor food 

11 Prejudice.. 

12 Inclination 

13 Woricunit 
21 — and kin 
23 Increased by 
25 Faux pas 
27.Fathers 

28 Muaicai 
ktstruments 

29 Ofaaenm 

30 Stair post 
32 ZanWiI 


40 MorawM 
42 Instniction 
45 Ctoansar 
47 Volcano 
tn Sicily 
50 Barmy or 
Mario 
52 English 
king 

54 Actor's 
mffieu 
58 Lawyer's 
Job - 

57 — podrida 

58 The Emerald 
- We 

60 Insect 

61 Secondhand 

62 Oredapoait 
83 Tucker's 

mate 

65 — and outs 


33 Playground 
Item 

38 Deep ss a — 
38 Pewtsr • • 
lngracflent 


Ortas THDtaw MKJ» Smon, tro. 


HHil ill 


hbbbbbbb 


Hasan I 

■iiiBi 


HBBBBBBB 



; If time is ai^xtfljlcnj foryau 
in terms. 6f getting in shape, 
remember. Aat eyenr around 
the of fice youran helfxspruce 
up your'body.' Whdi- iSdikT 
i ng, moyt'l^klywid living 
ybiniuT^sfi^tiy.ib help^et. 
the- T Bo6if:‘mbving^VcfazpMS^i, 
your hearLRnd vemsswiftiy: 

IWJ-Tnbuat Haifa Seiwt* " -- r ^ 


C !\)v>'v i . , t iry Pli;//]o 


|tjgnfi "iLjLjwu nVi 

jEgfin nnnmi fjkEi 
jEBiin onciBLi nhirir 

jfejLiFjrvrfki Hijwani'iPj 
I . Finaa Ruini'} 
|ClHnf.lFWIEIkI • uwroi^u , 
IREJIl BLlf 3 «n GUiOtin] 
yiiFiH PHILLIP nniiri 
SsjsiriFjfj fiFiijiirj imvA 

toniTiH nuLiMfj nri Fi 
jFiwnn GHcinu fifnHri 
K ijlTi yjfiiritciR nmnnl 
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THE STAR 1] 


'"•'"*****£ 


'• : KV 


Royal Cultural Centre_ 661026 # 

American Centre library -_—. 820101 

British Council_636147/8 

French Cultoral Centre_637009 

Goethe Institute_641993 

Russian Cultural Centre_641158 

Spanish Cultural Centre_624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre___639777 

Hoyo Arts Centre_665195 

Hussein Youth City_667181/5 

Y.W.C^-_641793 

J.W.MA---__ 664251 

Nabil A1 Mashini Theatre_675571 

Nabil & Hisham's Theatre_625155 

Concord Cinema_ _ _677420 


Plaza Cinema_699238 

Philadelphia Cinema_634144 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports Chy_667181 

Orthodox Club_810491 

Royal Automobile Club_815410 

Royal Shooting Club ......_736572 

Royal Chess Club_673713 

Royal Racing Club-09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Assoc_676990 

Amman Municipality Library...... 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library-843555 

R.S.CJ4.-837931/837937 



To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the Electronic 
Sign Board over Safeway Bldg. Please call 685311 - Ext 71 



....641211 


.698186 

Ammon Greater Municipality.... 

.... 636111 

Municipalities & Environment_ 

.641393 

Agriculture.... 

.6861S1 

Parliamentary Affairs__ 

.641211 


.666141 


644466 

Culture / Jabal Amman.- 

.636391 

Post & Communications. 

.624301 

Education & Higher Education .. 

....669181 

Public Health .-. 

.663131 

Energy & Mineral Resources 

_815615 

Public Works & Housing.. 

..668481 

Finance... 

.... 636321 

Social Development... 

,.673191 | 

Foreign Affairs.. 

... 644361 

Supplies.... 

.602121 

Industry & Trade. 

....663191 
. 641467 

Tourism & Antiquities. 

.642311 

641461 


....663111 


.680100 


.... 663101 

Youth.". 

604701 

I 






AJfierian.641271/2 

Australian__ 673246/7 

Austrian.."... 644635 

“■■W.-.664148/9 

-. 675683 

Bulgarian —..._ 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean - 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czechoslovakian ..665105 

Danish Consulate Gen_603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

Frcncb . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

preek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate..698851 

^'an--637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

.639331 

Irish Consulate Gen..625632 

tolian. 638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti .. 675135/8 

Libyan .. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

North Korean _666349 

Norwegian Consulate ...... 827926 

Omani- 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine. 677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Phillipines_ 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari. 682666 

Romanian.667738 

Russian.. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

SriLanki Consulate.645312 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish..614166/9 

Sudanese.644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian .. 674307/8 

Turkish • 641251' 

U.A£rr^.;:.-;..-: 643347/64334F- 

British.823100 

American.820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC...688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 669194/8 

UNICEF.629571 

UNESCO...6 06SS9 


1 Adda Airwavs 667070 

1 Aeroflot .....'__ 

_ 641510 

1 Air Canada.. 

. 630879 

| Air France.. 666055/667824 

I Air India.. 

.... 688301/7. 


1 Alitalia .... 6757m 

| Alyemda (Air yemen) 

. 653691 

1 American Airlines 

. 669068 

I Arab Wings. 

.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.. 

. 665909 

British Midland. 

694802 

British Airways . 

. 641430 

Cathay Parificv.. 

_ 628596 

China Airlines_ 

—... 636232 

Cyprus Airways. 

. 667028 

Delta Air Lines_ 

Egypt Air.. 

.643661 

630011 

Emirates Airlines. 

643341 

Gulf Air... 

.653613 

Hungarian Airlines ... 

..... 622275 

Iberia..63787.7/644(136 

Iran Air. 

. 622826 

Japan Airlines . 

. 630879 

KLM. 

. 622175 

1 Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines. 

... 643831/2 

Lufthansa.. 

.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.. 

.636104 

Olvmnic . 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines ... 

. 640200 

PIA .-. 

. 625981 

Polish Airlines . 

. 625981 

Qamas . 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian. 

_ 678321 

Saudia.... 

..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines. 

..... 604499 

Singapore Airlines. 

.676177 

Sudan Airlines.. 

. 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Synan Air.. 

. 622147 

United Airlines. 

M1Q5Q 

USAir 

604801/7 

TAROM- Romanian... 

. 637380 

Thai Airways. 

. 637195 

Trans World Airline... 

. 623430 

Turkish Airlines _ 

. 659102 

Yemenia Airways. 

_ 628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... 

(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info. 

.(08) 53200 


A1 An dal usiah_606821 

A1 Barak eh_687988 


Al Jabal —.-. 

.606669 

AlWaha ... 

_ 674105 


600490 


604900 


..... 660601 

Piimnmr_ ftm^SfVan 


.... 639197/8 


.. 605501 

Sahara . 

. ...694883 

Hertz Shakhshir.. 

_ 668958 




Irbid/Ramtha_ 2 

Karak/Maan/Aqaba_ 3 

Jarah/Mafraq/Ajloun_4 

Balqa/Salt .. 5 

Amman 6 

TafJleh/Wadi Moosa. 7 

Queeh Aha InL Airport/Madaba 8 
Zarqa/Fxee zone/Ruseifa_9 



Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costuinesover 100 years old. as well 
as mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th Lb 1 8th centuries). The Roman 
Theatre, Amman. Open from 9 am- 
5 pm year round. Closed Tuesdays. 
Tel: 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mnsemn: 
Features an excellent collection of 
the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Ai 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Open from 9 
am -5 pm). Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, 
ceramics, and sculptures by con¬ 
temporary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a col¬ 
lection of pointings t>y 19th century 
Orientalist artists: Mtmtazah. Jabal 
fcuwelbdeh. Open from lO am - ^ 
pm. Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 630128. 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade_622090/93 

Ambulance._...._199 

Blood Bank_775121 

Traffic Police...... 625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents_897467/8 

Highway Police_787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity__642441/2 

Al-Ahli, AbdalL__ 664164/6 

Al-Bashir, Ashrafieh....775111/26 
Al-Muasher Hospital.... 667227/9 

Amal Hospital_674155 

Army, Matka........891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... S13813 
Italian- Al-Muhajreen.....777101/3 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman_636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani..... 664171/4 
Queen Aha Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital_607431 

The Islamic, Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality__843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.. 666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints__896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television_77311 I/I 9 

Radio Jordan..774111/19 

Post Office Info. ..750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 



Algeria.213 

Argentina.5 

Buenos Aires i 

Australia.61 

Adelaide S 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Penh 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria. 43 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain.973 

Belgium. 32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil.55 

Rio dc Janeiro 21 
Brazillia 61 

Bulgaria.359 

Sofia 2 

Canada.1 

Ottawa 61 

Chile..56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus -357 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia...42 

Prague 2 

Denmark___45 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer 1 2 


Ecuador. 

Quito 2 

.593 

.. 20 

Cairo 2 


Eire... 

_353 

Dublin 1 


Cork 21 


Finland.. 

.. 358 


Helsinki 0 


France -.33 

Paris 1 

Germany__49 

Bonn 2SS 

Greece.. 30 

Aihens/Pirseus 1 

Hungary.36 

Budapest 1 

India_ 91 

Banglore 812 
New Delhi li 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area 

codes beginning with 1. 2. 

3,4.5.6.7&S. 

Indonesia.62 

Jakarta 21 

halv...39 

Rome 6 

Iraq.964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan_ 81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya. 254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait......._965 

S. Korea..82 

Seoul 2 

Libya_218 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon___ 961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia.60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico. 52 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco.... 212 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands ..-.. 31 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

Nigeria _..234 

Lagos 1 

Norway.47 

Oslo 2 

Oman...968 

Pakistan.92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/lslamabad 51 

Paraguay —.595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru.51 

Lima 14 

Philippines_63 

Manila 2 

Poland.....48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar.974 

Romania.40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia ..966 

Al-Khobar 3 
Al-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh I 

Spain_34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 
Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka....94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan__249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden .. 46 

Stockholm 8 


Syria... 963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.8S6 

Taipei 2 

Thailand.66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.> 216 

Tunis I 

Turkey.90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE..971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajraan 6 
Al Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghynihl 52 
Ras Al Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm Al Quwain 6 

UK ...44 

London (inner 71) 

London (outer 81) 

Uruguay-598 

Montevideo 2 

USA.. I 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

USSR_ 7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela.58 

Cara^nt 2 

Yemen..967 

Al Bayda6 
Hodddah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Yugoslavia-- 38 






AAAAAA 
AAAAAAa 
AAAAAAA 
.4" AAAAAAAA 
AAAAAA AAAAAA 
AAAAAA AAAAAA 
A AAA AAA A A AAA 
AAAAAAAAAAAA 
aaaaaaaaaaaa 



Al Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba .. 314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel__316636 

Aquamarina I.— 316250 

Coral Beach. 313521 

Holiday Inti--312426 

Miramar. 314340 


AAAAAA 
AAAAAA 
AAAAAA 
AWWAAAAAAA 
AAAAAAAAAAAA 
AAAAAAAAAAAA 
AAAAAAAAAAAA 
AAAAAAAAAAAA 
AAAAAAAAAAAA 





For information 

UNAir 

& reservations: 

V/ k/t 111 

USAir begins with you 

^ .. — 

7 ? 694-801 

_ .j 


Cm British Midland 

THE SERIOUS ALTE R NATIVE 

For information & reservations Tel: 694802 





Y cm r first c ft 



Aqaba 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * * 


Tfte first haute 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call 
639197 


Amman 

international Hotel 

^HML 

Tel 841712/841713 


^pipOCTOR^^ 




Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 
24 HOURS A DAY 
Just CaII:682097 
Our name says it all 




For reservations cal! (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 



v Authentic 
\ Chinese dishes. 

tram ail great re- 
f Clonal cuisine 


!•’<'r RvM.T\;iticiiLs oil 
.ShiiU'isxmi 




CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Open daily (or 
lunch & dinner 
T»kt mj unko 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Mnstry of Trade 
& Indu strial Rd 
TiLT 


One visit will make you 
a steady, we believe!!! 


IIAItOTEL 

,l 42 «|l|la 


Amman-TeT668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fftx 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


C^iaA^S 





active 


55ST* SSmm bi ST - if .-»«■»; ■»_*■«• 

sap ^ ^ ^ S 5 


The first £ best 
Chinese Resturant 
, In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away la available 

Open daily 12:00- 3:00 p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 


E C O N O 





To advertise 
in this page, 
call us at 
645-380 


Ttid upper softnras 


o The inner-sole BCMaatriyaMn 
y *Thoouur-toiadunbfey 

T HE SCl ENCg OF COMFORT 
*" Al-SuwaiOah 
Ic |.S27105 P-O. Box 850402 




1 K T I G A 0 I 


. = f J " ^ l’. * I?t ■ a - r -’-" 

To advertise 


Jordan’s leading economic newsletter 
JD 75 annually 
Subscribe today 

For more information call 645-380/Subscriptions 

'■ 
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Lebanon CD: The Pearl of the East 


IdealSoft makes the Macintosh call people to prayer: 

Time Management 
Tools (TMT) 


By Zeid Nasser 
Special lo The Star 

IDEALSOFT. THE Jordanian 
Miftwjrc development company 
responsible for releases like A l 
Muhasib A1 Milhali ™ and Al 
Khoren AI Milhali. u ill be releas- 
int: j new. innovative software 
product for the Macintosh under 
ihe njme of TMT. >hort for Time 
Management Tools (Al Wakl Al 
Milhali!. 

TMT h.t> jttraeied the attention 
of Arab Business Machines 
(ABMi. Apple Computer distrib¬ 
utors in the Middle East, who 
deckled lu bundle TMT with 
5.000 Macintosh computer sys¬ 
tems to be sold in the region. 

ThL I deal Soft product actually 
includes three separate applica¬ 
tions: Mnp+. Smooth Operator 
and Super Agenda. 

The highlight of TMT is defi¬ 
nite!} Map-, based on Map Con¬ 
trol Panel from Apple which 
give*. \ou information on dis¬ 
tances, directions and lime zones 





and comes bundled with the 
Macintosh system software. 
Map+. however, includes a num¬ 
ber of new features which enrich 
this application making it a real 
joy to use. Most important is the 
availability of Saint times. Map+ 
can calculate prayer times {Salat) 


anywhere in the world also pro¬ 
viding the Mecca direction, with 
a neatly drawn compass, and the 
conversion of Hijri dates to Gre¬ 
gorian and vice versa. 

You can get monthly print-outs 
for times of prayer any where in 
the world. It will also give you 
the distance table from your city 
to all other cities in the world. 
You can always add or remove 
cities from the list. 

When it's time for prayer, the 
computer sounds an Alhan 
sequence, screaming Allah Akbar 
through (he Macintosh speakers. 
This is a very nice touch, which 
came as a surprise to me, since 
this was the first time I had ever 
heard a computer-generated 
A than'. It's an interesting thought 
to imagine some - businessman's 
Power Book on a plane playing 
the Athan. 

Map+ is linguistically smart. It 
will come up in a full Arabic 
interface if the active system is 
Arabic, or if otherwise, will 
come up in an English interface. 

Then there’s Super Calendar 


LEBANON: THE Pearl of the 
East is the first Arabic CD-ROM 
for the Macintosh in a senes pub¬ 
lished by Dar Al Mustaqbal in 
Beirut. This CD represents a 
rather bold initiative on pait of an 
Arab publishing company to 
enter the Macintosh multimedia 
field, especially with the rela¬ 
tively small market for multime¬ 
dia products in the Arab world. 

The package doesn't include 
any manuals which is made up 
for by ifs ease of use. 

The CD starts off with a col¬ 
lection of portraits from Leba¬ 
non accompanied by some 
pleasant music. This introduc¬ 
tion is followed by the main 
menu including a number of 
categories and chapters which 
take the form of buttons on both 
sides of the screen. This is all set 
against the map of Lebanon in 
the background with more music. 

You've got everything from 
Lebanon's history. national 
anthem and currency to images 
of memory showing what Leba¬ 
non used to be before the civil 
war and what it looked liked after 
it with some emphasis on the 
efforts to rebuild Lebanon. Then, 
there are chapters on Lebanon's 
nature, economy, people, culture 


which is an elegant calendar 
which organizes your appoint¬ 
ments, meetings, occasions and 
to-do's in yearly, monthly, 
weekly or daily views of your 
choice, it also keeps automatic 
reminders. 

Smooth operator is an elec¬ 
tronic telephone operator which 
remembers your numbers. It can 
log and time incoming and outgo¬ 
ing calls and knows all area codes 
in the world. IdealSoft has man¬ 
aged to squeeze each and every 
area code in the whole world into 
TMT, providing it's user with 
comfortable access to any place 
in the world. Smooth operator 
also plays the Touch Tone notes 
of any number through your Mac 
speaker enabling you to simply 
put your telephone receiver on 
the Mac's speaker and voila! You 


and tourism. 

Pictures and portraits oh each 
separate topic arc shown as a 
slide show with accompanying 
music ami. some times, animated 
sequences relating to ihe topic. 

Much of the scenery is accom¬ 



panied by music by Fayrouz. 
Lebanese music gets it's deserved 
share of information under the 
category of musical instruments 
which are part of Lebanese heri¬ 
tage such as the lute and drum. 
Also in this chapter on heritage 
there are some folklore songs 
with pictures of the national dress 
and local customs including a 
variety of Lebanese foods. 

There's a chapter on (he trag¬ 
edy of the civil war with some 


get computer initiated automatic 
dialing. Smooth Operator also 
includes a built in stop-watch. 

Mr Jmad Malhas. General 
Manager at IdealSoft said that. 
"TMT is in its final stages and 
should be shipped a\ the begin¬ 
ning of 1994. 

We have no plans to sell it 
direct because wc view it as a 
strategic product that will be 
shipped with Macintosh systems 
in the Middle East. U could later 
tum.into a freeware product We 
would, however, like to target 
some shipments to markets with 
Muslim users, even in Western 
countries like the USA." 

He added, "ABM believes that 
this product will add value to the 
Macintosh in the Middle East 
and, therefore, will be handling it 
with all Macintoshes sold.” ■ 


video-recorded sequences on 
explosions. Under ihe chapter on 
economy, there is informauon on 
the fields which may attract 
investment'and on government 
encouragement of investment 
This CD serves very well as an 
educational aid for students to 
team' more about Lebanon or 
for any tourist planning to visit 
the country. It also represents a 
good reference for. anybody 
interested in Lebanon’s geogra¬ 
phy, demography, culture, tour¬ 
ism and history. ■ 

Access time remains a prob¬ 
lem for the Lebanon CD which 
tab** just, too much ume m 
switching between different 
chapters and categories even an 
fast Macs like the Macintosh 
IIvx which is recommended by 
Apple . for . multimedia 
applications. , 

Still, this product is a shining 
example of Arabic multimedia 
applications for the Macintosh 
published by an /M-ab company 
to portray our heritage and his¬ 
tory which should prove a valua¬ 
ble addition to any Arabic user's 
CD library. Lbok out for other 
CDs in this series on other Arab 
countries, including Jordan, com¬ 
ing up soon. ■ 
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NASSEF _ 

Into the home / 

FOR A long If®. 

more awarencss amon? the 
PCs have been ™ vin ?„ in KJ!£ 
household, resulting in higrwt 

Ssof PC home sottware and the 
« up Of new markets such SHag g 

asmulfimedtaat home BOSSES” ' 

Figures on multimedia, at home __ 

in toe US are very cncourapjS 
Sith some I32,000 .nwli , «n«*;a 
kits selling in 1993.ThesePC> 

usually includcthetore'spcakcTN. Potions 

a sound cad. CD-ROM more 

of multimedia tats for 1 lhc shelved ” 7 ' "V 

expected 550.000 tats^ nUOTV PCs sold already 

plain 'vanilla PC on the r .ijnc ^ push with IBM- 

=rk ffi^s«5sS ®r m 

their PCs with multimedia features to ©f this swelling 

publishc.^. 

a &Sg?2££' publisbcr in d« 

has long teen a leader in the business ^ 

Sa-SMSSS & —■ 

°h-h«rtlbe^ 

ingHadvertising these ‘home; pr^ucts. which seems be an-, 
indication of the steer potential in that market. . .- 

WordPerfect Coip. is also planning to target the home marker. 

withjts Main Street Software scries. w«*i! it- 

What does all this mean to us. here in the Middle EaM. Well, d. 
means that we'll be seeing more eduiaimem software huunglhe . 
market and, hopefully, cheaper MPC kits and ; 

PCs coming from the US and the Far East. So. the age of muh>_. 
media is finally upon us, and maybe ^ wjill he ihe year when 
multimedia comes to the home user in the Middle bast. ■ 


Seminar on 'Computer Crime' 

THE JORDAN Computer Society <JCS). in cooperation with # 
Aswaa daily newspaper, held a seminar on 'Computer and Informa¬ 
tion Technology Crimes’; A number of topics were covered such to 
computer-aided cheating, theft and sabotage in light of Jordanian 
criminal law. This seminar also shed some light on the current inter¬ 
national and Arab'interest in computer-related crimes. ', . 

The Seminar was held yesterday, Wednesday 15 December, at uw 
Amman Qiamber of Commerce. ■ 
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By T R Reid 

TOKYO—JAPAN'S Empress 
Michiko has started talking 
again, two months after she fell 
mute due to a mysterious malady 
that royal doctors have attributed 
to "deep sadness" following 
unprecedented criticism in the 
media. 

The Imperial Household 
Agency, the cautious, protective 
bureaucracy that oversees palace 
affairs, announced this weekend 
that the 59-year-old wife of 
Emperor Akihilo hod managed to 
say the word Heika —"your 


majesty"—to the emperor last 
.week, and had also enunciated 
her daughter's name. Saya. Doc¬ 
tors said she was also whispering 
faint words that might be a com¬ 
plete sentence. 

The medical report was taken 
as an indication that the empress 
is beginning to pull out of the 
psychological condition that has 
left her involuntarily sitem since 
she collapsed on 20 October. She 
fainted that day, but recovered 
consciousness quickly and 
seemed to be in fine shape physi¬ 
cally—except that she has been 
unable to say a word. 


Just before her collapse, which 
occurred on her birthday, the 
empress had issued, an unprece¬ 
dented statement complaining 
about an equally unprecedented 
spate of magazine articles that 
ran here this year. 

The royal family, in general, 
and the empress in particular, 
has been criticized in a number 
of large-circulation, magazines 
this year. The complaints range 
from the small to the downright 
petty: Her majesty asked the 
staff for instant noodles al 2 am, 
her majesty doesn't like.the uni-, 
forms of the imperial Guard etc. .. 
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In Britain, where; the media 
have declared qpen Season , on 
monarchy ,-sueh stuff wouMprol>- 
ablygo unnoticed, tit Japan, how.-, 
ever; any criticrsro of the royal 
family, however minor,, is some¬ 
thing completely new. 

, Those stories = about Empress 
Michiko. accordingly, surprised 
people both' outside and inside 
the lavish_palace grounds behind 
a deep green moat m the heart of 
downtown Tokyo: . 

: Michiko responded in October, -. 
In a statement released through 
the palace' bureaucracy. "I f«l 
genuinely' : sad 'and. bewildered 
about hews reports-that " are riot 
ttue; n 'she raid Ori-the very day 
. those remarks wirelessed, the 
empresscollapsed. . j, ., - . 

Michiko was imtiafiy treated at 
home, and doctors later said she 
had not suffered a stroke or other 
major ailment Instead, her loss 
of speech was described by pal¬ 
ace doctors as the result ^)f "deep 
sadness.". Presumably, the sad-: 
ness was' the.result of the critical 
journalism: >“£_ * 

News reports here said 
Michiko had experienced a simi-’ 
iar breakdown-mid loss of speech . 
in 1963^ .when ,ste was. newly 
marri ed into Japan’s royal Taini ly - 
and : - was - reportedly;. receiving 


ThotMithiko 
should become a 
target of media . 
criticism \; however 
minor t is ironic. 
She was the darling 
of Japanesemedia 
when die married 
Akikitdin 1953 


hard tresaiiiem..from ber.mblher- 

. in-law. • ■/.. .- .• . 

: L LJke' * many “elements of Japa¬ 
nese society* the medi^ are mov¬ 
ing more" toward Western ways 
• of dmng -. things. Traditionally 
. protective, of .power in any form, 
the media have taken a more 
fo'sty stance ra recent years. A 
tougher, inore adversarial press 
played an important role in this 
years historic political upheaval. • 
•It was one thing when this 
aggressive" style ofreporting was 
aimed at the political and busi¬ 
ness worlds. But once Japan's 
version of-"new • journalism" 
started reaching toward the Impe¬ 
rial Palace, it created amiproar. 
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. As a result, the critical articles?; 
have .drawn a flood of rebultsdsi! 
including media reports tefen&r 
,ing the empress and blasting h&-' 
critics for raising a ruckus just tiK 
make sales. Since the empress's' 
inability to speak was mado:-' 
known, two of the raare promi--.; 
nem magazines taking part in die- 
sCHC^Ued ‘.'Michiko-bashihg^ 
have issued Oologies —more 
less^ : ;- 7 ” '. ’ • 

- - 'Both magazines .. supftglyi 

defended thmr right to., criticize;; 
die. royal family, but : both afcscr 
conceded factual errors m-tirtaT 
. reports and said they regretted 
causing Lhe empress such unhap¬ 
piness. There has been" a cease¬ 
fire on - the . press sidd since 1 
Michiko lost her speaking ability. 

It's clear that some elements of 
.Japanese soci<sy, deplored the' 
new tone in niews coverage. On 
the other hand,." the articles-: 
seemed to.find an audience and.', 
selimagannes. ' • 

That Michiko should become 
target of media criticism, hb^-'.' 
cv'ermindr, is ironic. She was jj^^ 
-dar Ung-of Japanese media wheh- 

;she maitied Akihilo in !95l_^IL.'- 
Japan was swept up 
■= "Michiko .boomu," and.'ite'ws ' 
about her quickly. 
m o^ popular topic on ther-ntw;. 
innovation • called 
which.’.was entering' JapanoisL 
homes at the, same tink"Mtefi33f 
enteral the rqyal faniilyf ; 

■ As the daughter of a rich riilBet- : 
with no royal blood, Michiko 
widely, seen as a ayn*ol aftfi*;: 

. democratization . of Japan 

post-WdrlifWar n .yeail- Sbs . 

■ won broad public suppefrt vAetf ^- 
she refused to foUq_w_the.old CTS^_". 
tom or Sending royal chil&thf 
away from their parente-fbr.'^P^; 
cationiB^ ‘ 

^ Washing^ ^ 
Newsservice j 










































